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The ERDB main office and RDEC participants via Zoom application

The Ecosystems
Research and Development
Bureau (ERDB) held this
year’s 1st Management
Conference on 16-17 March
2021 via Zoom platform
to assess the Bureau’s
progress and status in terms
of attainment of objectives,
targets, and deliverables
of projects and discuss
important concerns relative
to its operations. Per Special
Order No. 62 dated March
5, 2021, a total of 72 staff
and selected employees
comprising of the Executive
Committee, Section Chiefs
from the Main Office and
Research Centers, and
Planning Officers attended
the activity which was
organized by the Planning
and Information and
Communications Technology
Division (PICTD).
In his Welcome
Message, ERDB Director,
Dr. Henry A. Adornado
stated that the management
conference was an
opportunity to address
issues confronting the

Bureau brought about by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Director
Adornado stressed the need
for “each and every one to
be very careful especially
those in the field located in
hotspot areas.” He reinforced
adherence to safety and
health protocols and proper
coordination with local
government offices. Moreover,
the Director enjoined everyone
to actively participate during
the 2-day activity. Director
Adornado also emphasized
that amidst the pandemic, “We
may encounter challenges
everyday but we also do not
run out of solutions.”
The following agenda
items were discussed during
the 2-day conference: updates
on the agreements reached
during the Regular Executive
Committee meeting on 15
February 2021 and RC’s
meeting on 11 February 2021;
updates on the Marching
Orders of the Secretary and
e-NGP; Strategic Performance
Management System (SPMS)
Indicators for FY 2021; FY
2021 RDE projects; results of

M&E Activity Conducted by
Main Office Divisions; ERDB
Quality Management System
updates; and administrative
concerns.
ERDB Assistant Director
Mayumi Quintos-Natividad
presented the Way Forward
which highlighted excellence
amidst challenges. Specifically,
the following were covered:
prioritization of employees’
wellness; compliance to
special instructions; meeting
of targets and deliverables;
progress tracking; ensuring
quality; and provision of inputs
and/or resources. Ma. Abigail
V. Bautista, PICTD
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TTD-TAPS conducts
Webinar Workshop
on Reconciliation/
Updating of Terminal
Reports and Technology
Characterization Reports
The ERDB Main Office Workshop participants as they listen to the workshop.
A two-day webinar workshop on
Updating of Terminal Reports and
Technology Characterization Reports
led by the Technology Assessment and
Packaging Section (TAPS) of ERDB’s
Technology Transfer Division was
conducted on January 14-15, 2021 at
Kamayan sa Palaisdaan, Bay, Laguna.
A total of 40 participants, 15 from the
Bureau’s technical divisions and 25
from the Research, Development and
Extension Centers (RDECs) attended
the said activity.

The participants from technical
divisions attended face-to-face
discussion while those from the RDECs

joined via Zoom application. The team led reviewed and assessed by the concerned
by Dr. Aurora S. Jose, TAPS Chief, acted participants. Status of terminal reports
(TR) and Technology Characterization
as the facilitators.
Reports (TCR), title and type of
A short opening program was
technologies generated and status of
conducted wherein Director Henry A.
technology assessment results were
Adornado gave the welcome address.
verified and updated.
Mr. Juan B. Ebora, TTD Chief, discussed
At the end of the activity, the
the rationale of the activity, while the
participants came to an agreement to
objectives and expected outputs were
submit pertinent documents in order to
discussed by Dr. Aurora S. Jose.
finalize the list of all completed projects
The list of completed projects
from 2010-2020 in preparation for
with/without terminal report (TR) and
technology assessment. Dr. Aurora
technology characterization report (TCR)
S.Jose/Ms. Yessa G. Escarez, TAPSwere presented by Ms. Marita W. Briz.
TTD
All completed research projects were

Eco-friendly abaca face
mask for a fashionable you!
The biodegradable Abaca face mask produced by
CRERDEC

Face mask is a must, whether we
like it or not. Mask wearing for both
young and old, there’s no exception to
lessen the risk of getting the Covid-19
infection!

Mask nowadays has become an
essential part of our daily life providing
comfort and protection against the
dreadful virus, Covid-19. So what kind
of mask are you wearing?
It is observed that many people
use surgical mask probably because
it is light weight, most affordable
and experts believe that they are
most effective in preventing the virus
spread. However, the wide use and
inappropriate disposal of these singleuse masks made from non-renewable
and non-biodegradable polymers

have created negative impacts on the
environment. Environmental groups have
warned that the surge in single-use face
masks adds to a glut in plastic waste as
they are carried into streams, rivers, and
finally into the seas causing extensive
harm to marine life.
Is there any alternative material
sustainable and safe enough that can
replace these disposable masks?
Yes! CRERDEC is taking the initiative
through engaging with eco-friendly
entrepreneurs committed in creating
products that are environmentally
sustainable. Incorporating the ideals of
environmental sustainability through the
production of reusable face masks is part
of CRERDEC’s goal while supporting the
government’s measure to contain the
virus spread.

The production of abaca face
masks, a biodegradable, potentially
medical-grade, reusable mask made from
abaca leaf fibers is one of CRERDEC’s
advocacy in cutting the amount of plastic
wastes. Abaca grows abundantly in
the Philippines and is valued for its
mechanical strength and resistance to
saltwater. CRERDEC’s abaca face mask
with elastic ear loops and contouring
shape shows an image of a whale and a
tagline that promotes ‘protecting nature
and sustaining tourism’. Comfortable and
stylish enough, this face cover combats
the spread of the virus, at the same time
ease the problem of single-use mask
disposal. Choose reusable face masks
and stay safe! TTEU-CRERDEC
next page
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CRERDEC promotes bamboo straw as an eco-friendly alternative

Left photo: A CRERDEC employee holds a bamboo straw as part of the office’s advocacy. Right photo: Sample of
CRERDEC’s promotional items made of bamboo.
Nowadays, society’s demand for convenience
has led to the growing production of many disposable
items. On top of the list are single-use plastics. Some
plastics are made as packing materials or utensils for
food on the go. The sad part is that most often these
plastics are used only once.
Plastic straw, for instance, is perhaps a minor
thing to discuss when we talk about plastic trash.
However, most straws are not biodegradable and
could remain in the environment for a long time. A
small number of plastic straws littered daily can lead
to a big ecological problem over the years.
The efforts of the Coastal Resources and
Ecotourism Research, Development and Extension
Center (CRERDEC) to help reduce plastic litter
are intended for both land and sea. The office
continues to explore nature-based solutions toward

environmental conservation. As part of the advocacy on
the battle against plastic pollution, CRERDEC supports
and promotes practices that seek alternatives to singleuse plastics. Thus, the office introduced the reusable
bamboo straw as one of the eco-friendly alternatives to
plastic straws which is a small step to create a big leap
to end the circulation of single-use plastics.
Aside from plastic straw, there are many non-plastic
straw options to choose from such as stainless steel,
glass, paper, and other naturally grown alternatives.
Choose to refuse the use of single-use plastic! Act
responsibly and be a bamboo straw agent for change!.
CV Rallos, CRERDEC

WWRRDEC leads interagency collaboration for the artificial
groundwater recharge project
••

The photo shows multi-stakeholder meeting at the DOST-CAR
Conference Room in La Trinidad, Benguet on January 20, 2021

To settle concerns pending the implementation of
the project titled “Development of Artificial Groundwater
Recharge Facility for Drought and Flood Mitigation”, the
Watershed and Water Resources Research, Development
and Extension Center (WWRRDEC) led a meeting on
January 20, 2021 at the DOST-CAR Conference Room in
La Trinidad, Benguet. Said project is one of the four project
components under the “Program Boondock: A Mountain
Engineering Center towards Sustainable Infrastructure and
Upland Water Security” which was funded under the DOST
– Niche Centers in the Region for the R&D (NICER).
The meeting was hosted by DOST-CAR and was
participated in by the Project’s co-implementing agencies
to include the LGU La Trinidad, Benguet State University
next page
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(BSU), and the University of the Cordilleras
(UC). LGU La Trinidad was represented in
the meeting by Municipal Engr. Benedict
P. Pineda, while the BSU was represented
by its newly-installed President, Dr. Felipe
S. Comila. DOST-CAR Director, Dr. Nancy
A. Bantog was virtually present during the
meeting via Zoom cloud app.
The meeting kicked off with an
opening prayer, and a reading of the
agenda by Ms. Daisy Lou Quinio of
DOST-CAR. An overview of the Program
was given by Engr. Nathaniel Vincent A.
Lubrica of UC, the Program Leader. On
the other hand, Ms. Alma B. Domingo of
WWRRDEC, the Project Leader of the
Artificial Groundwater Recharge Project,
presented the rationale and objectives of
the project. It has been highlighted that
the project primarily aims to develop an
artificial groundwater recharge facility

(AGRF) for the replenishment of aquifers
to address water shortage and minimize
flooding in Baguio City and La Trinidad.
The 2-year project will be implemented in
two sites: one in Burnham Park, Baguio
City, and the other within the Strawberry
Farm in La Trinidad, Benguet. One of the
concerns for the La Trinidad site, which
was the main agendum of the meeting,
is the management of the facility upon
project completion. This is since the
LGU will provide the counterpart funding
for the facility while the BSU owns the
land where the proposed facility will be
established. Nonetheless, the BSU Prexy
yield for the facility to be turned-over to
the LGU after the project provided that a
co-management scheme will be adopted.

Mayor regarding the allocation of fund
for the drilling operation and installation
of the injection well which catalyzes the
implementation of the project.
The meeting ended with Dr. Bantog
lauding the inter-agency collaboration
and all-out efforts to bring sustainable
solutions through Research and
Development (R&D). Shirley Jaene S.
Valdez, WWRRDEC

The proposal was willingly accepted
by Engr. Pineda and reiterated the
earlier commitment of the municipal

ERDB-WWRRDEC supports implementation of DOST-funded
project

The photos show the series of face-to-face meetings with project partners. (left photo) With Councilor Joel
Alangsab of Baguio; (middle) with the University President of BSU; (right) with the other stakeholder groups at the
DOST-CAR Conference Hall.
The Watershed and Water
Resources Research, Development
and Extension Center is now all-out
preparing for the full implementation
of a Research and Development
project titled “Development of Artificial
Groundwater Recharge Facility for
Drought and Flood Mitigation” following
the DOST’s approval dated July 22,
2020. The project, which involves the
drilling and piping of an injection well,
will be specifically located within the
Burnham Park in Baguio City, and the
BSU-owned Strawberry Farm in La
Trinidad, Benguet.
The artificial groundwater
recharge project is one of the four
projects under a collaborative program
proposal titled “Program Boondock: A
Mountain Engineering Center Towards
Sustainable Infrastructure and Upland
Water Security”, which was approved

for implementation this CY 2021. The
program is a collaboration amongst the
University of the Cordilleras (UC) as the
Lead, and the Saint Louis University
(SLU), Kalinga State University (KSU),
and ERDB-WWRRDEC as members.
The program aims to enhance
the industrial competitiveness of the
Cordilleras in the field of agriculture,
tourism, and mobility through mountain
engineering solutions; while the project
on artificial groundwater recharge aims
to explore options on augmenting the
groundwater resources that could address
the current water supply deficit of Baguio
and its surrounding suburbs. The project
also aims to develop a general guideline
on the establishment and operation of an
artificial groundwater recharge system.
Corollary to this, the WWRRDEC
held face-to-face consultation meetings
after a number of virtual meetings with

relevant stakeholder groups from
the City of Baguio and La Trinidad,
Benguet. The first face-to-face meeting
was held at the Office of Hon. Joel
A. Alangsab, City Councilor and
the Committee Chair on Health and
Sanitation, Ecology and Environmental
Protection of Baguio, on January 13,
2021. The Honorable Councilor, upon
reading the Commitment Letter of
City Mayor Benjamin B. Magalong to
provide counterpart funding for the
project to cover the labor and materials
for the drilling of the injection well,
also committed to sponsor for the
presentation and approval of a City
Resolution that would authorize the
City Mayor to enter into partnership
with the Center.
On the same date, the WWRRDEC
Project Team also met with Dr. Felipe
S. Comila, President of Benguet State
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University (BSU), for the La Trinidad site. Also present during the meeting was top officials from the University to include their VicePresident for R&E, the Director for Business Affairs Office, and the Director for Land Reservation Office.
The third meeting, which was attended by the WWRRDEC, LGU-La Trinidad, UC, and BSU was hosted by the DOST-CAR on
January 20, 2021. The draft Memorandum of Agreement and the other concerns of the LGU and BSU regarding the project were
discussed in the meeting. This meeting yield the project with a 25 square meter area within the Strawberry Farm for the Facility
(injection well, soak pit, housing for the real-time data logger, etc). While LGU La Trinidad, through Municipal Engineer Benedict
Pineda, also reiterated the earlier commitment of the Local Chief Executive, Hon. Romeo K. Salda, for the materials and drilling of
the required injection well. Darwin A. Ablang/Alma B. Domingo/WWRRDEC

ERDB-WWRRDEC’s calendar inspires an environmentalist to put
up a water harvesting structure in Baguio City
••

TheWWRRDEC
WWRRDEC
calendar-inspired
harvesting
in Trancoville,
The
calendar-inspired
water water
harvesting
structurestructure
in Trancoville,
Baguio City
Baguio City.

An IEC calendar on water
harvesting technology (WHT) in 2016
inspired Baguio City’s multi-awarded
environmentalist, Dr. Julie Cabato to put
up a unique water harvesting structure
made out of indigenous and recycled
materials. The calendar promoted
and documented the water harvesting
technologies in Regions 1 and the
Cordillera Administrative Region.
Dr. Julie Cabato got hold of the
calendar in December 2016 and started
conceiving a water harvesting structure
that would capture and store rain water
for her extensive plant collection, as well
as for the Baguio City park in Trancoville
which she is voluntarily tending. Finally,
in 2017, she put up a water harvesting
structure made of indigenous materials
like twigs and recycled plastics with
cement. The structure is a fusion of the
different water harvesting technologies
featured in the calendar.

Simple as it is, the water harvesting
structure is truly useful and has a rustic
beauty. The twigs and branches were
arranged in such a way that a channel is
formed at the middle of the ceiling. This
ensures that water will run to the channel
when it rains and fall to the next part of
the water harvesting structure, which is
a system of small cemented canals that
irrigate the various parts of the garden.
The biggest canal can be plugged to store
water for dry months. A small machine
pumps out water from this storage a
green hose that waters far corners of
the garden which cannot be reached by
the canals including hanging plants. Six
watering cans are on hand, beside the
canal used for water storage, for use in
watering parts of the garden such as the
succulent and cacti garden, an anthurium
and orchids garden featuring rare species,
indigenous shrubs garden and ornamental

plants garden. The Baguio City park
also benefits from the yields of the
water harvesting structure especially
during summer months when there is
shortage of water in the City of Baguio.
A year later, Dr. Cabato requested
for old copies of the calendar. She said
that they just cut off the “date” portion
of the calendars and used the copies
to instruct their environmental classes
on water harvesting technologies. She
praised the WWRRDEC for having
produced such a useful IEC tool and
said that she is looking forward to
other IEC calendars on WWRRDEC
technologies. The Center will continue
monitoring this adoption of the
water harvesting technologies in the
coming months. Minda S. Odsey,
WWRRDEC.

next page

6

Vol. 15 No. 1

Towards higher chances of success, CRERDEC coaches
Balamban POs in Cebu on the scientific approach of growing
and planting bamboo

Mr. Reynaldo L. Lanuza, Supervising SRS of CRERDEC discusses the ecological and socio-economic
importance of bamboo while addressing the need of the community for science-based knowledge for a higher
survival rate.
An ‘On-site Training on Bamboo
Nursery Operation and Propagation’
was recently held last February 3,
2021 at Mount Manunggal, Magsaysay,
Balamban, Cebu. Thirty four (34)
participants composed of officers and
members of the People’s organizations
(PO) from the mountain barangays
in Balamban participated the said
training aimed at enhancing awareness
of PO members on the potentials of
bamboo and the knowledge on bamboo
propagation, plantation management
and protection. Staff and officials
from the Provincial and Community
Environment and Natural Resources
Office (PENRO Cebu and CENRO
Cebu City) as well as barangay
officials of the component barangays in
Balamban also joined in.

Mr. Reynaldo L. Lanuza,
Supervising Science Research Specialist
of CREREC served as resource person
and discussed the importance and
techniques on propagation, care and
maintenance of bamboo, highlighting the
need to employ the scientific approach
of planting and growing. His lecture
also included the ecological and socioeconomic importance of bamboo while
addressing the need of the community
for science-based knowledge for a
higher survival rate.
DENR 7 Regional Executive
Director (RED) Paquito D. Melicor, Jr
and PENRO Jose Cleo Cary F. Colis
graced the event and assured DENR 7’s
full support in the project implementation.

Barangay Captain Jose Bebelonio
Pepito of Barangay Sunog served as
the lead coordinator in partnership with
PENRO Cebu.
Barangays Sunog, Ginatilan,
Gaas, Lamesa, and Matun-og in
Balamban, Cebu are recipients of the
new bamboo plantation development
under the Enhanced and Expanded
National Greening Program (EENGP).
EENGP particularly included bamboo
in compliance with DENR Secretary
Roy A. Cimatu’s trust and advocacy
in rehabilitating degraded forestlands
using bamboo and plan for the
development of sustainable bamboo
plantations to supplement the wood
industry. JC Garde-TTEU

CACEC taps CRERDEC:
Partnership on advocacy campaign against plastic pollution inked
The Cebu Archdiocesan Commission on
Environmental Concerns (CACEC) inked a partnership
with ERDB-CRERDEC for the implementation of its project
titled “Advocacy and Education Campaign Against Plastic
Pollution in Aquatic and Marine Ecosystems.”

Sr. Science Research Specialist, Chona M. Turaas as she reads
the message of ERDB Director Henry A. Adornado, Ph.D. during
the launching of CACEC’s project “Advocacy and Education Campaign
Against Plastic Pollution in Aquatic and Marine Ecosystems.”

The ceremonial signing of the Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) was done during the launching of the
project on December 21, 2020 at the Filipiniana Hall of the
Archbishop’s Residence in Cebu City. Signing in behalf of
CACEC was no less than the Archbishop of Cebu himself,
the most reverend, Jose S. Palma who emphasized the
urgency of the project given the current environmental
situation. This is also in response to the call of the Holy
Pope Francis “to care for our common home” in his
encyclical, laudatu si.
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The advocacy project is a collaboration of various faiths such as the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day Saints
(CJC-LDS) and the United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP) with funding support coming from the Vriendscapsband
Haarlemmermeer (VHC).
ERDB Director Henry A. Adornado who was not able to join the event has pre-signed the MOA with the CRERDEC Center
Head, Dr. Alicia L. Lustica as witness. In his message read by Sr. Science Research Specialist, Chona M. Tura, Dr. Adornado
pointed out the “gravity of the problem of plastic pollution”.
Plastic wastes that are unmindfully disposed of find its ways into rivers and end up into the ocean where they smother corals,
suffocate marine mammals, and entangle turtles and birds. Worse are its derivatives, the microplastics. They are mistaken as
planktons and thus ingested by fishes and bivalves. They could bioaccumulate and could end up into the food chain, harming
humans as the ultimate consumers.”
Director Adornado further emphasized that these problems can affect everybody wherever they are since oceans don’t have
boundaries and plastics travel wherever oceans flow. It is in this regard that a collective action is very necessary.
This advocacy and education campaign project of CACEC is also an inter-faith response to DENR 7-led rehabilitation of
the Mahiga River, one of the major rivers traversing the cities of Cebu and Mandaue. It aims to deepen understanding of the
stakeholder communities along the Mahiga River on the importance of the river and the need to rehabilitate it through an ecospiritual formation --- believing that advocacy and education campaigns should be much deeper than the level of the mind. It
should touch the core of a human being --- the heart and spirit.
Signing of a “Pledge of Commitment” by members of the interfaith group and other stakeholders was one of the highlights of
the event. VHC’s country coordinator and Cebu City Councilor, Hon. Alvin M. Dizon commended the collaborative undertaking. He
believes that this is much needed to help solve the problem on plastic wastes that is one of the major culprits clogged drainage
systems that cause flooding in the downstream areas of Cebu City.
Archbishop Palma encouraged the stakeholders to dream together for our common home. In his words, “a dream we dream
alone will remain a dream. But when we dream together as a community, a new reality begins.” Joselito T. Sumabat, CRERDEC

ERDB-UBRDEC bags Kapayapaan Award on AFP’s
founding anniversary

,

Congratulations, ERDB-UBRDEC Head Gregorio E. Santos,Jr. for being the recipient of Kapayapaan
Award. This recognition was given by the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) for his valuable
contribution in maintaining the peace and order in the Province of Quezon during the celebration of its
founding anniversary on January 7, 2021.
Center Head Santos is one of the proponents of Kaalamang Kabuhayan Para sa Wastong Kabuhayan
Natin or KAWAYAN Academy. The said project aims to promote economic enhancement and biodiversity
conservation thru bamboo propagation and production of different bamboo-made materials. He has been
active in providing technical assistance to the participants of KAWAYAN Academy — the displaced workers
who have been affected by the pandemic. UBRDEC
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TTD-TAPS spearheads the Webinar Mentoring cum
Writeshop on Technology Characterization Report

The ERDB Main Office and RDEC participation in the webinar

The Technology Transfer Division
through Technology Assessment
and Packaging Section (TTD-TAPS)
conducted a 3-day activity from 23-25
March 2021 via Zoom. The objectives
of the activity aimed to accomplish the
following: (1) to refresh the participants
regarding TCR preparation particularly for
information/process/product/service; and
(2) to guide participants in drafting TCR
of completed RDE projects following the
format in TAP manual, as a requirement
in the technology assessment.
A total of 103 participants from
Technical Divisions and RDECs joined
the said activity.
This activity focused on the ERDB
researchers and other concerned
personnel to have a better understanding
and complete knowledge in the
preparation of TCR. As this will be one
of the requirements, together with final
Project Completion Report (PCR), in
the assessment of a certain technology
before it can be transferred and
disseminated to its target clienteles. Also,
the Technology Assessment Team (TAT)
will be more familiarized with the new
formats of TCR.

During the first day, an opening
prayer was led by Ms. Salvacion
T. Orobia followed by the Welcome
Remarks by ERDB Assistant Director
Mayumi Quintos-Natividad. The rationale
of the activity was discussed by the Chief
of TTD, Mr. Juan B. Ebora. Meanwhile,
Ms. Donnabel E. Hintural further
explained the mechanics for the whole
duration of the activity. Ms. Marita W. Briz
gave a detailed and informative lecture
on the two formats of TCR as information
and process/product. Ms. Briz also gave
examples of the two formats of TCR
based from the submitted TCR with final
completion report from the Research
Centers.
Afterwards, five resource speakers
from the Technology Assessment Team
(TAT) members discussed and provided
a detailed description in assessing
technology as product or process by
the selected TAT resource speakers.
Also, each speaker presented examples
on how ERDB researchers should
prepare TCR based on the Technology
Assessment Protocol (TAP). The
following are the new formats of TCR.
During the second day of the
activity, the participants were given time
to finalize the TCR of selected studies

submitted to TTD-TAPS. However, some
of the completion reports of the selected
studies were not yet finalized. Thus, as
per agreement with the participants,
they need to submit initial TCR, for those
studies without finalized completion
report, but need to fast track the status
of the completion report with PICTD.
TCR proper writing was done offline and
participants were advised to email at
erdb.ttdtaps@gmail.com for concerns
and assistance in writing TCR.
Presentations and critiquing of the
drafted TCR were discussed by the
researchers from RDECs. Meanwhile, the
TAT members and TTD-TAPS assessed
and commented the TCR of the selected
studies.
Dr. Jose, Section Chief of
TAPS-TTD gave the way forward/
activities to be undertaken such as
the development/crafting of ENR
Technology Packaging Protocol (TPP)
and the Writeshop cum workshop by
TAT and TTD-TAPS and TPMEES
to be conducted on April 22-23, 2021
via Zoom. Aurora S. Jose & Yessa G.
Escarez, TAPS-TTTD
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Cebu’s midwest coast stakeholders select
‘Tourism Carrying Capacity’ and ‘Mangrove
and Beach Forest Rehabilitation’ as priority
ecosystems technology needs for CY 2021

Participants (top photo) during the March 11, 2021 TNA in Balamban, Cebu. Joining
the event are 27 officials and representatives from City/Municipal Tourism, Agriculture, and
ENR Offices, as well as People’s Organizations (PO) of Toledo City, and the municipalities of
Balamban, Asturias, Tuburan and Pinamungahan, Cebu.
Twenty-seven representatives
from different Local Government Units
(LGUs) and People’s Organizations
(PO’s) in Midwest Cebu participated
in the Technology Needs Assessment
(TNA) organized by the Coastal
Resources and Ecotourism Research,
Development and Extension Center
(CRERDEC) last March 11, 2021 in
Balamban, Cebu.

Given their strategic location in
the Tañon Strait Protected Seascape
(TSPS) and their budding naturebased tourism destinations, CRERDEC
anticipates that the Midwest LGUs need
proactive multistakeholder engagement
and technical support towards the
sustainability of their respective
nature-based tourism destinations
and vulnerable costal resources. True
enough, the participant stakeholders
A list of priority ecosystems
technologies was obtained during the from the five LGUs indicated ‘Carrying
Capacity of Tourism Destinations’
said activity which gives guidance
and ‘Mangrove and Beach Forest
to CRERDEC in developing and
Rehabilitation’ as the top among the list
designing technical assistance
of their priority ecosystems technologies.
services for the five (5) LGUs,
namely Pinamungahan, Toledo City,
Majority of the participants as well
Balamban, Tuburan, and Asturias.
indicated ‘Mangrove and Beach Forest
Rehabilitation’ as a priority technology
During the event, CRERDEC
as they recognized the need to conserve
Technology Transfer and Extension
and protect the mangroves for coastal
Unit (TTEU) Head, Joselito
protection purposes, abundant fisheries,
T. Sumabat, emphasized that
partnership with local communities is and as abode of marine biodiversity,
among others.
one strategic approach in ensuring
sustainability of environment and
During the open forum, participants
natural resources in the country.
also had the chance to share their current

and emerging environmental concerns
as well as their ecotourism development
plans including managing their respective
resources and rebuilding tourism for
them to emerge from the COVID-19
crisis stronger and more resilient. TTEUCRERDEC
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