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Sylvatrop celebrates 40th anniversary

DENR Secretary Ramon Paje (1st row, 4th from left) leads the ribbon cutting of  
Sylvatrop’s 40th Anniversary Exhibit assisted by ERDB Director Henry Adornado 
(1st row, 3rd from left) last June 6, 2016 at the lobby of  the DENR Central Office 
with EMB Regional Director Eva Ocfemia, KISS Director Bresilda Gervacio, Asec 
Corazon Davis (1st row, L-R), Usec Jonas Leones, Asec Juan Miguel Cuna, and 
Usec Demetrio Ignacio, Jr. (2nd row, L-R). Photo by AVGillado
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The 
Ecosystems 

Research and 
Development 
Bureau (ERDB) 
held a week-long 
celebration of 
Sylvatrop’s 40th 
anniversary at 
the Department 
of Environment 
and Natural 
Resources 
(DENR) central 
office on June 
6-9, 2016 with 
the theme, 
“Sylvatrop: 
40 years of 
sharing scientific 
knowledge on environment 
and natural resources.”  

The week-long event 
kicked off with the opening 
of Sylvatrop’s exhibit led by 
DENR Secretary Ramon 
Paje at the DENR lobby. 

The exhibit featured history, 
facts, and the people behind 
Sylvatrop. All Sylvatrop issues 
from 1976 to present were 
displayed for the visitors 
to read and get to know 
the journal. In his speech, 
Secretary Paje highlighted 

Sylvatrop as part 
of the 28 out of the 
777 journals that 
are listed in the 
Thomson Reuters 
master list. “It 
is the Sylvatrop 
that somehow 
chronicles the 
development and 
environment sector 
and we really have 
to support it. I 
hope other sectors 
would do the same, 
other sectors would 
continue to develop 
the science in their 
respective sectors, 
just like what ERDB 

is doing,” said Secretary Paje.
During his speech, 

Secretary Paje also 
announced that he signed the 
Memorandum Circular No. 4 – 
2016 that will give incentives 

The Ecosystems Research 
and Development 

Bureau, through the Planning 
and Management Services 
Unit spearheaded the 2nd 
Management Conference 
on June 15 -18, 2016 at 
the  Limketkai Luxe Hotel, 
Cagayan de Oro City.  The 
conference aimed 
to present and 
discuss pertinent 
matters relative to 
the implementation 
of the Research, 
Development and 
Extension (RDE) 
programs and special 
projects, and address 
issues and concerns 
on ERDB operations.

The agenda 
discussed were: 

(1) Status of demonstration 
areas of research centers 
based on their center/areas of 
excellence; (2) GAD concerns: 
Status of gender analysis 
of programs and projects 
of research centers using 
HDGG tool; (3) RDE program 
deliverables of ERDB Main 

Office and Research Centers 
for CY 2016; (4) Presentation 
of the plans and progranms of 
Forest Management Bureau, 
Land Management Bureau 
and Mines Geoscience 
Bureau; (5) Presentation of 
priority researchable areas for 

Participants of  the 2nd Management Conference held on June 15-18, 2016 at 
Limketkai Luxe Hotel, Cagayan de Oro City
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to the authors, reviewers, and editors of 
Sylvatrop.

Immediately after the opening of 
exhibit, Sylvatrop’s forum in scientific 
publishing was conducted at the DENR 
Social Hall. Speakers were Sylvatrop 
Chair Dr. Antonio Daño and Sylvatrop 
Editor Ms. Adreana Santos-Remo. Dr. 
Daño talked about publishing in Sylvatrop 
Journal, discussing the criteria and the 
dos and don’ts in getting published and 
abstracted by peer-reviewed journals. 

During her talk, Ms. Remo 
encouraged the participants to contribute 
their researches to Sylvatrop, pointing out 
the importance of getting published and 
abstracted by other journals. 

A total of 131 participants from 
DENR bureaus and attached agencies, 
namely, Biodiversity Management Bureau 
(BMB), Environmental Management 
Bureau (EMB), Ecosystems Research 
and Development Bureau (ERDB), 
Forest Management Bureau (FMB), 
Human Resource Development Service 
(HRDS), Land Management Bureau 
(LMB), Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
(MGB), National Mapping and Resources 
Information Authority (NAMRIA), and 
Office of the Secretary (OSEC), attended 
the said forum. 

Sylvatrop celebrates... from page 1

ERDB, PSAU ink MOA for GIP’s application of  protocol study

Director Henry A. Adornado of the 
Ecosystems Research and 

Development Bureau (ERDB) and 
President Honorio M. Soriano of the 
Pampanga State Agricultural University 
(PSAU) signed a Memorandum 
of Agreement (MOA) for the joint 
implementation of the study entitled 
“Application of Propagation Protocols 
Developed in the Growth and Survival of 
Superior Indigenous Forest Tree Species” 
under the ERDB’s Genetic improvement 
Project last April 22, 2016 at Abe’s Farm 
and Resort in Magalang, Pampanga. 

The ERDB delegation was 
composed of Dr. Carlos S. Arida, Sr, 
Center Head of the Water and Watershed 
Resources Research Center (WWRRC); 
Forester Kristine Marie S. Amatus, the 
Study Leader; Forester Romana  A. 
Mauricio and Mrs. Fe Cortiguerra. For 
PSAU, the MOA signing was witnessed 
by Dr. Darwin E. Totaan, the Project 
Coordinator for the study, Auditor Melvic 
T. Parel and Accountant Maria Pia D. 
Dinio. 

 Director Adornado expressed his 
gratitude for this partnership which 
is in line with the bureaus’ effort of 

producing genetically improved forest 
tree species to be distributed to tree 
farmers later on. He also recognized 
the kind of leadership PSAU is doing in 
maximizing government’s efforts in using 
the technology, and in improving the 
technical know-how of PSAU academic 
community. He also commended PSAU 

for being the top performer in clonal 
technology. 

In response, President Soriano 
also expressed his appreciation to 
ERDB under the leadership of Director 
Adornado, together with Dr. Arida. 
President Soriano mentioned that he 

During the forum, the Sylvatrop 
website was launched. Sylvatrop 
Editor Ms. Liberty Asis encouraged the 
participants to visit the newest online 
platform which provides access to 472 
abstracts of articles published from 1976-
2015.

The highlight of the anniversary 
celebration was the awards ceremony at 
the Sulo Riviera Hotel on June 8. A total 
of 160 guests composed of former and 
present members of Sylvatrop Editorial 
Board graced the ceremony. 

Undersecretary Atty. Jonas 
Leones gave a message on behalf of 
Secretary Ramon Paje, talking about 
the importance of Sylvatrop in terms of 
providing scientific information about 
environment and natural resources. 
He prided how Sylvatrop is recognized 
by Thomson Reuters and by the local 
and international circulation. He also 
emphasized how Sylvatrop evolved 
through the years by engaging in new 
strategies, such as hosting writeshops 
that help authors in writing their 
researches and the launching of the 
Sylvatrop website. Before ending his 
speech, he recognized and congratulated 
the people behind the journal and 
encouraged everyone to be part of 
Sylvatrop in the coming years.

Sylvatrop’s past and present SEB 
members and representatives, editors, 
reviewers, authors, subscribers, past 
executive advisers and chairs, and 
service awardees were given certificates 
and plaques to honor their involvement 
in helping Sylvatrop reach its 40 years of 
existence. 

Among the major awardees include 
Dr. Leuvina Tandug (3rd place), Dr. 
Sofio Quintana and For. Manolito Sy 
(2nd place), Mr. Carlo Custodio (1st 
place) as top reviewers of Sylvatrop. 
The top contributors of Sylvatrop were 
also awarded. Recipients of the award 
include Dr. Lawrence Heaney (3rd place), 
Dr. Honorato Palis (2nd place), and Ms. 
Maria Dayan (1st place).

Plaques were also presented to 
agencies with the most number of articles 
contributed to Sylvatrop, namely Siliman 
University as the 3rd agency to receive 
the organizational excellence award, 
Mines and Geosciences Bureau as the 
2nd agency to receive the organizational 
excellence award, and the Ecosystems 
Research and Development Bureau 
as the top agency to receive the 
organizational excellence award. Marie 
Joy L. Zuraek, TTD

President Honorio M. Soriano of  the Pampanga State Agricultural University (PSAU), ERDB Director 
Henry A. Adornado (center) together with Dr. Darwin E. Totaan, Project Coordinator signing the 
Memorandum of  Agreement for the implementation of  study on application protocol for indigenous 
forest tree species. 
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ERDB, PSAU ink MOA... from page 2

ERDB joins World 
Environment Day and 
Philippine Environment 
Month 2016 Environmental 
Exhibit

ERDB 
Director 
Henry A. Adornado (2nd 
from right) together with Atty. Jonas 
R. Leones, DENR Undersecretary for Environment 
and International Environmental Affairs and other ERDB staff  
headed by Dr. Simplicia A. Pasicolan (rightmost) , Division Chief  of  the Urban 
Ecosystems Research Division of  ERDB. 

In celebration of the World Environment 
Day and Philippine Environment Month 

2016, ERDB participated in an exhibit on 
combating biodiversity loss and beating 
climate change centering on the theme 
“Go Wild for Life. Combat Biodiversity 
Loss #GreenEnvironmentGawingForever” 
on June 6-8, 2016 at the Activity Center 
of Robinsons Galleria, Mandaluyong City. 
The World Environment Day is celebrated 
every 5th of June. The event was hosted 
by the Environmental Management 
Bureau. 

During the opening program, 
Executive Director of ACB Atty. Roberto 
V. Oliva, NGP Region 4A Coordinator Dr. 
Antonio C. Manila, ERDB Director Dr. 
Henry Adornado, and Undersecretary 
for Environment and International 
Environmental Affairs Atty. Jonas R. 
Leones imparted messages on the 
importance of biodiversity in the country 
and the challenges of climate change.   

Among the guests present were 
students from the Ismael Mathay Sr. 
High School and Sta. Elena High 
School, representatives from the 
Department of Education, Youth for 
Environment in Schools Organization 
(Yes-O), and LGUs of Caloocan and 

Pasig. Aside from ERDB, other offices 
and agencies who participated in the 
exhibit were the Phillippine  Atmospheric 
Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
Administration (PAGASA), Mines and 
Geosciences Bureau (MGB), Climate 
Change Commission (CCC) , National 
Water Resources Board (NWRB), 
Haribon,World Wildlife Fund (WWF), 
Forest Management Bureau (Forest 
Management Bureau) and Biodiversity 
Management Bureau (BMB). 

ERDB’s exhibit featured photos 
of migratory shorebirds showcasing 
threatened and lesser known species 

underscores the importance of the 
project, but he believes that this 
aspect is being neglected in massive 
tree planting. He reiterates that the 
study is very timely and significant 
for tree farmers, as they can acquire 
site-specific technologies to help 
them manage their tree farms.    

This study is the second joint 
venture of ERDB and PSAU under 
Genetic Improvement Project. 
In 2013, the ERDB through 
the Ecosystem Research and 
Development Services (ERDS)- 
Region 3 and PSAU established 
2-hectare narra provenance 
trial plantation, followed by the 
establishment of the molave 
provenance trial plantation in 
2014. Because of the successful 
implementation and maintenance of 
the provenance trial in PSAU, ERDB 
has been encouraged to make a 

taken by Wild Bird Photographers of 
the Philippines president Mr. Rey Sta 
Ana. The exhibit also shared information 
on bird migration and climate change. 
Photos of urban birds taken by Ms. 
Veronica Mercado from UERD study 
sites were featured as well. Some of 
ERDB’s publications were distributed 
to the public. The booth meant to 
promote some of ERDB’s studies and 
initiatives to address climate change and 
increase awareness of the public on the 
importance of conserving migratory and 
urban birds in the Philippines. Veronica 
Mercado, UERD

partnership with the university again. 
Romana A. Mauricio, Kristine Marie           
S. Amatus and Fe C. Cortiguerra, FERD CY 2017-2022; (6) Issues and concerns 

and way forward of the NGP-PQPM; 
(7) M&E results of external evaluators 
for the Mangrove and Beach Forest 
Program; (8) Administrative and financial 
issues and concerns; (9) Director’s 
Hour; and (10) Next steps and way 
forward.

The attendees were the six 
Research Center Directors together 
with ERDB Director Henry A. Adornado, 
OIC-Asst. Director Dr. Antonio M. Daño, 
ERDB Executive Committee, senior 
technical staff, representatives from 
FMB, For. Remedios S. Evangelista 
of the Land Management Bureau 
(LMB), Ms. Emelita Mendoza, Mines 
and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) 
representative Ms. Rizalyn C. Dela 
Cruz, and DENR Assistant Secretary for 
Field Operations, Marcial C. Amaro, Jr. 
Aurora S. Jose, PMISU

2nd  ERDB MANCON held... from page 1

PSAU President Honorio M. Soriano shakes hands 
with ERDB Director Henry A. Adornado after the 
MOA signing.
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ERDB participates in the 18th Annual 
Scientific Meeting and Symposium of  the 
Mycological Society of  the Philippines

With the theme “Emerging Fields in 
Mycology”, the Mycological 

Society of the Philippines, Inc. (MSP) in 
collaboration with the Batangas State 
University (BSU) held its 18th Annual 
Scientific Meeting and Symposium on 
14 April 2016 at BSU, Rizal Avenue, 
Extension, Batangas City. This was 
participated by Ms. Cynthia Marquez and 
Forester Cecille Marquez of the Coastal 
Zone and Freshwater Ecosystems 
Division (CZFERD) and Laboratory and 
Experimental Services Division (LESD), 
respectively.  

The MSP annual scientific and 
symposium focused on topics in the new 
fields in mycology and fungi in extreme 
environments. Various researchers 
from different organizations shared 
their expertise. Likewise, it held the 
undergraduate thesis competition 
through the Tricia H. Quimio (THQ) Best 
Undergraduate Thesis Award, the Best 
Paper and Poster Competition and the 
non-competing paper presentations.  

In line with the symposium, a 
training workshop on Ganoderma and 
other mushroom culture was held last 03 
May 2016 at BIOTECH, UPLB, College, 
Laguna. Dr. Marilyn Brown, Assistant 
Professor 7 of BIOTECH welcomed 
the participants by emphasizing the 

importance of mushroom 
and wished all the 
participants a successful 
and productive training 
workshop. 

The one-day workshop 
was mostly hands-on, with 
a few hours of powerpoint 
lectures on Ganoderma, 
Oyster (Pleurotus sp.), 
and straw (Volvariella sp.) 
mushroom. Two modules 
were presented by Dr. 
Brown. The first module 
introduced important 
points about mushrooms, 
specifically what 
mushrooms are. It also 
described life cycles of 
Ganoderma and acquainted participants 
about the benefits derived in cultivating 
them artificially and showed how one 
can start to grow this macrofungus. The 
second module included the pure culture 
or starter propagation which is highly 
technical as it needs basic background 
and knowledge on microbiological 
techniques.

After a brief lecture, a series of 
actual demonstration and hands on 
training on basic isolation techniques 
followed. The participants assisted by a 

The University of Santo Thomas 
(UST) in cooperation with the 

International Society of Limnology (SIL) 
hosted the 1st Philippine Symposium on 
Freshwater Biodiversity and Ecosystems 
(PSFBE) last June 7-10 2016 at the 
Buenaventura Garcia, Paredes, OP 
Building, UST, Manila. Participants were a 
mix of young professionals, academicians 
and researchers from government and 
non-government institutions that deal with 
freshwater biodiversity and ecosystems 
research. The ERDB represented by 
Ms. Cynthia C. Marquez and Ms. Yves 
Christian Cabillon of the Coastal Zone 
and Freshwater Ecosystems Research 
Division (CZFERD) also took part in the 
symposium by presenting a poster titled 
“Phytoplankton as indicators of water 
quality of three river systems in NCR and 
Southern Luzon, Philippines.”

Plant Pathologist, Mr. Christian Kalaw, 
undertook the following laboratory 
pathological techniques in laminar flow 
filter: 1) Fungal isolation; 2) Inoculation 
and incubation of Ganoderma spawn; 
and 3) Inoculation and incubation of 
substrates.

In her closing remarks, Dr. Brown 
encouraged the participants to cultivate 
mushroom for their own consumption 
and be one of the successful mushroom 
entrepreneurs in the country. Cynthia 
Marquez, CZFERD

Awarding of  certificates of  participation on training on 
Ganoderma to Ms. Cynthia Marquez.

Ms. Yves Christian Cabillon and Ms. Cynthia C. Marquez of  the Coastal Zone and Freshwater 
Ecosystems Research Division (CZFERD) of  ERDB during the 1st Phillippine Symposium on 
Freshwater Biodiversity and Ecosystems (PSFBE) held on June 7-10, 2016 at the University of  
Sto. Tomas, Manila.

The course was composed of 
lectures in the plenary and parallel 
sessions, round table discussions, 
graduate student oral competition 
and poster viewing, and also 
covered diverse topics including 
Conservation Management and 
Policy, Philippine Freshwater 
Ecosystems, Freshwater 
Ecosystems of Tropical Asia/
Taxonomy and Systematics 
and Biodiversity in Taal Volcano 
Protected Landscape. 

After the opening ceremony 
and introduction, Dr. Rey Donne 
S. Papa, PSFBE 2016 Symposium 

ERDB participates in the 1st Philippine 
Symposium on Freshwater Biodiversity 
and Ecosystems

next page
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Trees provide great benefits to people 
that is why health assessment and 

rehabilitation are important to extend 
tree life to bring back its beauty and 
form.  Thus, the Ecosystems Research 
and Development Bureau (ERDB) team 
composed of Forester Cecille Quiambao-
Marquez, Mr. Jose Aniciete, Mr. Jay 
Senson, Mr. Gilbert Buenaobra and Mr. 
Jester Ralph Mangilin of the Laboratory 
and Experimental Services Division 
conducted an initial tree risk assessment 
and rehabilitation to record the health and 

(left photo) Concrete nails were being added to serve as foundation of  a tree.  
(right photo) Applying of  varnish on the shaped wood part to avoid drying of  
cells of   a narra tree.

condition of eight trees from February 
22 to March 10, 2016 within the ERDB 
premises.  

Based on ocular inspection, 62.5% 
of the target trees have normal overall 
health status; while 37.5% of the target 
trees have low overall health status.  
Presence of ants, termites, scorpion, 
earthworms, beetles, and epiphytes were 
also observed. 

Tree defects were assessed and 
categorized into crown and branches, 

trunk, and roots and crowns.  Tree 
rehabilitation activities done were 
surgery, pruning and sanitation cutting.

Continuous health assessment and 
rehabilitation of defective and diseased 
trees within the ERDB premises will be 
done within the next two (2) quarters. 
Cecille Q. Marquez, LESD

Chair briefly discussed the symposium 
overview which was followed by the 
opening remarks of Sec. Juan Romeo 
Nereus O. Acosta, General Manager 
of the Laguna Lake Development 
Authority and Presidential Adviser on 
Environmental Protection. Sec. Acosta 
emphasized that as climatic crisis 
continues, it has a significant impact 
on our freshwater ecosystems, with the 
potential for devastating effects on food 
and water resources. 

Esteemed Professor David Dudgeon, 
Chair of Ecology and Biodiversity of 
the University of Hong Kong served as 
the keynote speaker. In his talk titled 
“Apocalypse in Anthropocene Asia: Can 
we conserve freshwater biodiversity in a 

ERDB participates... from page 4 rapidly-changing world?, ”Dr. Dudgeon 
pointed out that due to anthropogenic 
influences the freshwater ecosystems 
have become far more endangered than 
their terrestrial or marine counterparts.

The lecture was immediately 
followed by a series of parallel sessions 
wherein majority of the oral presenters 
came from the academe. 

TAALAMAN, the Lake’s First 
Biomuseum was also launched during 
the symposium. The first biomuseum 
of Lake Taal features live specimens 
and informative posters in wet and dry 
exhibits.This exhibit aims to showcase its 
rich and highly unique biodiversity and 
raise awareness on its protection and 
conservation.

Field trip to Lake Taal Conservation 
Center (TLCC) was also included on the 

day after the official closing ceremony 
of the course. This visit provided an 
opportunity for the participants to observe 
and engage with the many issues 
pertinent to freshwater ecosystems and 
management which they learned about 
in the plenary and parallel sessions and 
group discussions.

Based on oral and poster 
presentations, there is now an 
increasing trend towards the use of 
bioindicators as a tool for water quality 
assessment and monitoring. Likewise, 
benthic macroinvertebrates, fish and 
phytoplankton are the most well studied 
biological communities in freshwater 
ecosystems while little attention has been 
accorded to the study of microorganisms, 
particularly fungi. Cynthia Marquez and 
Yves Christian Cabillon, CZFERD

ERDB starts 
rehabilitation of  diseased 
trees
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ERDB’s senior citizens and PWDs celebrate 
Philippine Environment Month

Osmeña Reforestation Project at Camp 7, Minglanilla, Cebu 
celebrates 100 Years 

Cebu Governor Hilario P. Davide and BCWERC Center Head Dr. Alicia L. Lustica during the 
Inauguration and Blessing of  the Visayas Tree Seed Center. (From left Minglanilla Mayor, Elanito 
Peña: Cebu Governor Hilario P. Davide III; Atty. Gerardo Mahusay of  MGB, RD William Cuñado 
of  EMB, Dr. Antonio M. Daño of  ERDB, BCWERC Center Head, Dr. Alicia L. Lustica, and Brgy. 
Captain Catalino Largo of  Camp 7, Minglanilla, Cebu).

Top officials from Cebu and Los 
Baños, Laguna converged 

at Camp 7, Minglanilla, Cebu 
last  June 1, 2016 to mark the 
centennial celebration of the Osmeña 
Reforestation Project (ORP). 
Gracing the event were Cebu’s top 
government officials led by Cebu 

next page

The Ecosystems Research 
and Development 

Bureau (ERDB) senior 
citizens and persons with 
disability (PWDs) celebrated 
the annual Philippine 
Environment Month on June 
24, which also happened to 
be the 445th celebration of 
Araw ng Maynila.

The group went to 
the Manila Zoological and 
Botanical Garden to visit the 
nilad planted by the ERDB 
team in 2000 along the banks 
of the lagoon inside the zoo. 
Ms. Veronica O. Sinohin, 
ERDB senior citizens 
focal person, also gave a 
brief lecture on the plant’s 
significance in the history 
of Manila, including the fact 
that the city’s name was 

coined from the Filipino terms 
“may nilad” due to the plant’s 
diversity in the city.

The group also 
conducted a technical 
inspection of the trees that 
need to be rehabilitated 
through tree surgery inside 
the Manila Zoo and Luneta 
Park. Infested trees were 
documented and are subject 
for further studies.

Apart from these 
purposes, the learning activity 
was also done to encourage 
the participants to better 
appreciate their roles, not 
just in the Bureau, but more 
so in the conservation and 
protection of the environment 
and natural resources. 
Melanie N. Ojeda, TTD

(left) Ms. Veronica O. Sinohin gives a brief  lecture regarding the Nilad 
planted along the banks of  the lagoon inside the Manila Zoo.

Governor Hilario Davide III; Cebu 
City mayor-elect, Tomas R. Osmeña; 
and Minglanilla Mayor, Elanito Peña.  

 The Biodiversity, Coastal, 
Wetlands and Ecotourism Research 
Center (BCWERC) hosted the 
said event in collaboration with the 
Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources,    Region 7.  
DENR 7 Regional Director, Isabelo 
Montejo and BCWERC Center 
Head, Dr. Alicia  L. Lustica with the 
support of the Ecosystems Research 
and Development Bureau (ERDB). 
Assistant Director, Dr. Antonio M. 
Daño, led the celebration which was 

ERDB Assistant Director Antonio M. 
Daño was one of  the guest speakers 
during the Opening Program of  the 
ORP Centennial Celebration.



Vol. 10 No. 3 7

next page

participated in by more than 150 
participants comprising of DENR 
7, EMB, MGB, BCWERC staff, 
business partners, stakeholders, 
and representatives from various 
government agencies, NGOs, and 
People’s Organizations (POs).

ORP, the first and oldest 
reforestation project in the country 
started on Jan. 13, 1916 with the 
passage of Act No. 2649, setting 
aside P10,000 for the reforestation 
project through the support of the late 
President Sergio Osmeña Sr., thus 
the name ‘Osmeña Reforestation 
Project’.  Located within the ORP 
is the 123.4 hectare Experimental 
Forest Station (EFS) which serves as 
demonstration and training center for 
the conservation and management 
of forest plantation, seed production 
area, cave and ecotourism, and 
as field laboratory for Environment 
and Natural Resources  (ENR) 
technologies.

Dr. Alicia L. Lustica of BCWERC, 
in her welcome message was 
grateful and eagerly revealed that the 
day’s event was doubly significant 
with the inauguration and blessing 
of the Visayas Tree Seed Center in 

the area.  According to Dr. Lustica, 
the tree seed center will serve as 
laboratory testing and storage facility 
for quality seeds collected throughout 
the Visayas Region.  

Moreover, ERDB Assistant 
Director Daño in his speech, 
highlighted the Status of Resources 
in the Experimental Forest within 
ORP.  “Experience and history 
taught us that fragmented actions 
only achieve too little, if not only 
worsen the situation, hence, DENR-
ERDB through the BCWERC calls 
for a “strong collaboration” with all 
stakeholders to harmonize actions 
and in effect, achieve our goals of 
protecting and sustaining the gains 
of the ORP, a valuable Cebuano 
heritage”, Director Antonio Daño said.

Cebu Governor Hilario P. Davide 
III, in his message also vowed to 
collaborate with BCWERC and 
DENR “in preserving, maintaining, 
and protecting” ORP.  Accordingly, 
he will recommend the area as an 
eco-tourism spot to be included in 
the activity, ‘Suroy-Suroy Sugbo,’ 
the regular tours organized by the 
provincial government to spotlight the 
beauty of the Cebu countryside and 
outlying islands.

Gov. Davide, Director Montejo, 
and BCWERC Center Head Dr. 
Alicia L. Lustica proceeded to the 
Visayas Tree Seed Center in the 
area after the opening program and 
spearheaded the ribbon cutting for 
the inauguration and blessing of said 
tree seed center.  A media forum, 
‘Kapihan sa PIA’ was likewise held 
thereafter with Region 7 officials from 
the DENR, EMB, MGB, together 
with the BCWERC Center Head and 
ERDB Assistant Director as guests.  
Discussions highlighted the ORP 
Centennial Celebration, activities in 
line with the June 2016 Environment 
month celebration, and various 
concerns of the different offices and 
bureaus. 

The day’s event also served 
as a kick-off for the month long 
Environment Month Celebration 
of DENR which also included the 
unveiling of the centennial marker 
of the ORP, viewing of video 
documentary, exhibits, bamboo 
gallery, and seed storage area.  The 
day’s activity culminated with an Eco-
Trail and Tree Planting facilitated by 
the BCWERC staff. L. Quiachon & A. 
Jumawan, BCWERC

Osmena Reforestation Project...from page 6

MDARRC, PSTC-Davao del Norte 
hold Training-Workshop for PWDs

The Mining and Degraded Areas 
Rehabilitation Research Center 

(MDARRC) in cooperation with the 
Provincial Science and Technology 
Center (PSTC)- Davao del Norte of the 
Department of Science and Technology 
(DOST) in Region XI conducted 
a training-workshop on Nursery 
Management and Tree Propagation for 
the members of Davao del Norte Person 
with Disability Association (DAVNOR 
PWD Association) on April 11-14, 2016 
at MDARRC Research Station 1, Amas, 
Kidapawan City, Cotabato.

There were thirty (30) participants 
from DAVNOR PWD Association 
who attended the training-workshop. 
They were accompanied by the staff 
of the Provincial Social Welfare and 
Development Office (PSWDO) of 
Davao del Norte.

Forester Alex R. Palero, Senior 
Science Research Specialist of 

(Left photo) Participants from San Isidro, Davao del Norte during the tree planting activity. (Right 
photo) The participants prepare the 2-nodal cuttings during the practicum.
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MDARRC, PSTC-Davao del Norte ...from page 6

BCWERC conducts GIS-based resource inventory, 
vulnerability assessment and impacts of  climate change 
in Malalison Island, Culasi, Antique

Small islands were of high risks on the 
effects brought by climate change. 

Sea level rise, coastal erosion and 
extreme climatic events such as 
tsunamis and typhoons are the most 
prevalent in small islands and coastal 
areas. The Biodiversity, Coastal, 
Wetlands and Ecotourism Research 
Center (BCWERC) of the ERDB is 
geared towards enhancing resilience of 
wetlands and coastal areas to support 
biodiversity conservation and ecotourism 
development in the Visayas Region. 
The Center is implementing a program 
entitled “GIS-Based Resource Inventory, 
Vulnerability Assessment and Impacts 
of Climate Change to Small Islands with 
Ecotourism Potentials in the Visayas 
Region”. 

For this year, the BCWERC in 
Region 6, identified Malalison Island 
in Culasi, Antique as its project site. 
Malalison Island has been a destination 
for family outings mostly by the locals due 
to its blue-pristine water and spectacular 
sceneries of sea and mountain views. 
However, it is now making its name as a 
prime tourist destination in the Western 
Visayas Region, it was after some 
media-men, bloggers and volunteers 
discovered the alluring view of the island 
during relief operations after typhoon 
Haiyan devastated the area. Aside 
from the rewarding view, the Island is a 

Panoramic view of  the Malalison Island, and an over-looking view of  Nablag islet. (Inset) the 
island is teeming with different fish resources. 

next page

MDARRC welcomed the participants 
and expressed his high hopes that 
the training would open doors for 
another livelihood opportunity that 
would uplift the economic condition 
in employment and sustainable 
livelihood among PWDs. 

The lectures focused on forest 
tree seed collection, processing and 
storage; production of quality planting 
materials through cloning and 
application of mycorrhiza, nursery 
establishment as an enterprise, 
global warming and relevance of 
Gender and Development.

During the practicum, the 
participants had the chance to 
experience the actual process of 

cloning. Though some of them 
struggled due to their physical 
condition, it did not hinder them to 
undergo the training.

 “PWDs have their right to live 
the same way as any other human 
being.“ MDARRC believes that their 
disability is not a hindrance to live 

The participants and facilitators after the tree planting activity.

a meaningful life. That’s why we 
are delighted that the DAVNOR 
PWD Association chose MDARRC 
to be their learning venue and it is 
our pride to be of service to them,” 
For. Palero said during his closing 
message. Jethrone M. Setenta, 
MDARRC
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BCWERC condusts...from page 8

sanctuary for different flora and fauna 
endemic in the area such as, wild ferns, 
tropical sundews, wild pineapple and 
pitcher plants. Truly, Malalison Island has 
great potential to be the next sought-after 
ecotourism destination. 

On June 7-10, 2016, the team 
from BCWERC Region 6,  namely Mr. 
Crispian David P. Castro and Ms. Irish T. 
Azucena along with Mr. Rey L. Lanuza 
of BCWERC Region 7, (over-all project 
leader) conducted initial activities for 
the project. Coordination with PENRO 
Ruel L. Delos Reyes (PENR Officer 
Antique), CENRO Cynthia Blancia 
(CENR Officer Culasi) and with the Brgy 
Local Government Unit (LGU), Brgy. 
Captain Allan B. Macuja of Malalison 
Island, was undertaken. A total of thirty 
(30) respondents were interviewed using 
the pre-tested interview questionnaire. 
The pre-interview schedule includes 
information on socio-demographic 

UTHRC facilitates... from page 16FPRDI personnel visits... from page 16

characteristics, socio-economic 
characteristics (livelihood activity, 
income and other sources of economic 
activities), access to social services 
(source of water, electricity, health facility, 
transportation, infrastructures, credit 
facility and exposure, biological sensitivity 
and adaptive capacity of the community. 
Most respondents identified, coastal 
flooding, coastal/beach erosion, sea 
level rise and storm surge as hazards 
occurring in their area. Geographical 
location of different infrastructures such 
as, school buildings, churches, roads and 
health facilities were identified and will 
be analyzed using such tool as remote 
sensing and Geographical Information 
System (GIS). The over-all objective of 
the project is to assess vulnerabilities 
and develop a decision support system 
for government agencies LGUs and other 
relevant institutions in the management 
of small islands with ecotourism potential. 
BCWERC

Kapansanan sa Taguig (SAMAKAT) led 
the actual demonstration of  the Charcoal 
Briquetting Technology (CBT) process. 

Production of charcoal briquettes 
is considered as an ENR livelihood 
option. Hence, CBT is being promoted/
disseminated for adoption of interested 
stakeholders. The ELTAG is a group 
being partnered in the advocacy 
campaign towards promotion of 
ENR technology. On the other hand, 
SAMAKAT CBT area is being utilized as 
demo area for the purpose. 

Sanctuary to 
different flora 
thriving in the 
area, such as 
pitcher plant 
and agoho 
(pine trees).

Brgy. Ginoong Sanay and around 20% in 
Barangay Pinagdilawan depend on the 
industry for their livelihood.  They said 
that the industry has assisted them in 
buying all their daily necessities at home, 
send children to school, buy medicines 
and the like.  Unfortunately, they incur 
problems in drying their bamboo sticks 
during the wet season, thus giving them 
low or no income at all.  Hence, the 
request of a design of a bamboo stick 
dryer.

The response from the FPRDI team 
was a positive one since accordingly; 
they have an idle dryer in the office for 
which bamboo stick producers can first 
try and use for a year.  This is while 
waiting for the design and fabrication 
of the customized bamboo stick dryer.  
Meantime, they were requested to locate 
for an area wherein the dryer can be 
housed, ie, has a roof, has enough space 
for the dryer and a  working area, not 
too close to groups of houses, strategic 
location for everyone’s use. Ma. Vienna 
O. Austria, TTD

Moreover, the group visited the 
Taguig Urban Farm located at Tipas 
Elementary School, Taguig City.  The 
said area showcases not only vegetable 
planting but also vermicomposting, 
mushroom culture and red tilapia raising. 
Such technologies are being promoted 
in line with ENR livelihood options of 
the CENRO Office of Taguig City in 
cooperation with the management of 
the said school. Evangeline Marcelino, 
UTHRC

Briefing/orientation with FPRDI researchers 
during the site assessment in Barangay 
Ginoong Sanay, Talim Island
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ERDB Research Centers’ capabilities on 
IPM strengthened

In line with the proposed implementation 
of the Integrated Pest Management 

development in forest nurseries and 
plantations, the ERDB spearheaded 
the conduct of a 4-day training on 
“Standardization of IPM activities and 
deliverables” on June 11-16, 2016 at the 
ERDB Auditorium.

ERDB Director Henry A. Adornado 
who graced the opening program along 
with other key officials of the Research 
Bureau stated that the training is 
imperative considering the country’s 
problem on pest infestations because of 
monoculture forest plantations like that of 
the Benguet pine in Baguio City. 

 “With the knowledge gained 
from the workshop, we can share our 
expertise to field men in the DENR 
and LGUs regarding requests for 
technical assistance in the preservation 
of centennial, heritage/historical trees 
usually in urban areas”, he said.

Twenty one (21) technical and 
support staff from the ERDB and six 
(6) Research Centers nationwide 
participated in the workshop.

ERDB Pathologist Ms. Marcelina 
Pacho and UPLB Entomologist Prof. 
Dianne Joy Aguilon shared their valuable 
expertise to the participants through 
lectures on basic knowledge on insects/
diseases, common forest pests occurring 
in plantations and nurseries as well as 
practicum or hands on exercises on 
identification and assessment of damage 
incidence and mitigating measures. 

Rehabilitation of diseased 
centennial, heritage/historical trees 
through tree surgery and the latest 
technology on tree injection was among 
the highlights of the training shared by 
For. Joselito Sumabat, a Senior Research 
Specialist from the Biodiversity, Coastal, 
Wetlands and Ecotourism Research 
Center. 

The workshop is an opportunity 
to train the new breed of talented 
researchers on IPM  to replace the senior 
researchers as a result of the DENR-
ERDB rationalization plan.

The IPM research study which 
is planned to start this year 2016 and 
onwards will be implemented in all 
the Research Centers nationwide 
in partnership and cooperation with 
concerned entities, SUCs, LGUs, 
government agencies. It aims to generate 
a database of pests and diseases 
occurrence and management strategies 
which will be an output for the preparation 
of an updated Guidebook on Forest Pests 
and diseases in the Philippines.

The plan to operationalize IPM down 
to the field level of the DENR was first 
proposed in  the 1990s and hoped to be 
revitalized with the conduct of capability 
trainings and a national survey of pests 
and their mitigating measures. Estrella E. 
Patrimonio, WWRRC

Participants on the “Workshop on Standardization of  Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Activities and Deliverables” on June 6-11, 2016 at the ERDB 
Auditorium.
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As the DENR 
ratiåonalization plan 

was  fully implemented, 
the revised functions of the 
Ecosystems Research and 
Development Bureau and 
its newly created centers 
put the bureau into direct 
dealings with its clients. A 
one-day Symposium on RA 
6969 otherwise known as 
the “Toxic Substances and 
Hazardous Wastes and 
Nuclear Wastes Control 
Act of 1990 and other related information 
is an effective activity to have a deeper 
understanding of the salient features of 
the said law.  Notably, RA 6969 is the 
main focus of the newly created Urban, 

UTHRC conducts Symposium on RA 6969

      The participants during the symposium

Two experts from the 
Environmental Management 
Bureau (EMB) were the 
guest lecturers. Engr. Santini 
Quiocson explained the 
impacts and challenges of 
handling chemicals and 
hazardous wastes. On the 
other hand, Ms. Emmanuelita 
Mendoza, OIC Chief, Chemical 
Management Section at EMB 
discussed the DENR policies 
for industrial  chemicals.   
A  total of  28  LGU  

representatives,   25 UTHRC staff and four 
(4) ERDB technical researchers attended 
the said event. Evangeline Marcelino, 
UTHRC

(Left photo) Ms. Emmanuelita Mendoza discusses DENR Policies for 
industrial chemicals. (Right photo) Engr. Santini Quiocson explains the 
impacts and challenges of  handling chemicals and hazardous wastes.

Toxic Substances and Hazardous Wastes 
Research Center (UTHRC). Hence, an 
IEC activity was conducted last May 19, 
2016.

BCWERC head urges mining companies to operate without 

compromising the environment

Representatives from the Biodiversity, 
Coastal, Wetlands, and Ecotourism 

Research Center (BCWERC) of the 
Ecosystems Research and Development 
Bureau (ERDB) participated in a Mining 
Symposium and Plant Tour held last June 
23, 2016 at the Apo Cemex Corporation 
in Brgy. Tina-an, City of Naga, South 
of Cebu. Organized by the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) in Region 7, said activity was 
joined in by over a hundred (100) 
participants comprising employees from 
the DENR 7 and its attached agencies, 
the media, and other civil society groups.

Dr. Alicia L. Lustica, Center Head 
BCWERC and Al Emil Berador, Chief 
Geologist of the Mines and Geo-Sciences 
Bureau (MGB) 7, led the group and 

shared significant views on responsible 
mining during the symposium.  Dr. 
Lustica in her message stated that, 
“responsible mining is a commitment 
to operate without compromising the 
environment which includes the principles 
of responsibility, transparency, and 
sustainable food production.”  According 
to her, both private sector and the 
government should work hand in hand 
in preserving, protecting, and enhancing 
the quality of our environment and natural 
resources.   

Cemex Philippines Foundation 
Director Chito Maniago on the other 
hand, emphasized that responsible 
mining is environmental stewardship, 
promotion of health and safety of Dr. Alicia L. Lustica, Center Head, BCWERC

page 13
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BCWERC monitors mangrove and beach forest condition in 

disaster-affected areas in Cebu and Bohol

In line with the implementation of 
“Benchmarking and Impact 

Assessment of Mangrove and Beach 
Forest Rehabilitation in Disaster-
Affected Areas,” technical staff from 
BCWERC revisited benchmarked 
sites in the municipalities of Maribojoc 
and Loon, Bohol and Medellin, Cebu 
within the 2nd quarter of CY 2016 to 
assess the condition of the mangrove 
ecosystems in the sites. 

 After the 7.2 earthquake 
that hit Bohol in 2013, coastal areas 
of Maribojoc and Loon Bohol were 
uplifted by 1.2 meters causing sudden 
change in the ecosystem. Transect 
lines were established to assess the 
biophysical characteristic of the sites. 
Areas which were once part of the 
intertidal ecosystem in Maribojoc, 
Bohol have become part of a beach 
forest ecosystem wherein several 
beach forest and animal species 
were observed. Meanwhile, the 
assessment in Loon, Bohol showed 
that the mangrove ecosystem is in 
recovery phase after the observed die-
out of macrobenthic and plant species 
that followed immediately after the area 
was uplifted. Several affected mangroves 
in the middle zone have started to grow 
leaves while the landward zone of the 
site is now dominated by colonizer 
species such as Arateles (Muntignia 
calabura), some fern species and young 
trees (Ficus spp.). This indicates that the 
area is becoming part of the terrestrial 
ecosystem. 

The team also had the chance 
to assess the new plantation in the 

seaward zone of the site and estimated 
that nearly 25 % of the young bakauan-
bato (Rhizophora stylosa) was attacked 
by pests. The team observed that the 
severely affected were the bungalon 
(Avecinnia marina) wildlings. The initial 
results of the assessment in Maribojoc 
and Loon were presented to the PENRO 
Nestor M. Canda of Bohol who promised 
to conduct a follow-up monitoring of the 
condition of the mangrove and beach 
forest assessed especially the infestation 
observed in Loon. 

Assessment in Tindog, Medellin, Cebu

Assessment of the mangrove forest 
in Tindog, Medellin, Cebu was also 
conducted by BCWERC to gather data 
on the recovery of the ecosystem three 
years after the devastation of the Super 
Typhoon Yolanda. Thirty (30) species of 
macrobenthos organisms were found 
in the area while seven (7) species of 
mangrove were identified. The mangrove 
ecosystem in Tindog, Medellin has high 
biodiversity and was observed to be in 
healthy condition.  

Different ecosystems have different 
coping and recovery mechanisms. 
The assessments of the sites in Cebu 
and Bohol show that the ecosystems 
monitored are coping up after the 
natural disaster occurred. Mangrove and 
beach forest are vital ecosystems that 
require protection. Monitoring activities 
conducted by BCWERC are aimed at 
gathering more information and studying 
how these ecosystems cope up and 
recover from a certain disaster so that 
they can be better protected. BCWERC

Assessment in Tindog, Medellin, Cebu
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employees, and working closely with 
national government agencies.  Prior 
to the plant tour, CEMEX Environment 
Health and Safety Engr. Jenevy 
Patalingjug presented the company’s 
project profile, its environmental 
programs, and initiatives.  She and other 
staff from APO Cemex accompanied the 
group and responded to queries during 
the facilitated tour within the 192-hectare 
property in Naga.

Titled “Go Wild, for Life - A 
Responsible Mining Symposium and 
Facilitated Plant/Mine Tour,” the activity 
aimed to provide awareness on the 
social responsibility component and other 
environmental protection initiatives of 
the company.   Said event is part of the 
lined up activity for the June Environment 
Month 2016 celebration. The day’s 
activity culminated with the planting of 
narra seedlings at La Casas Housing 
project, one of the rehabilitation sites 
of the mining company. N. Digal and A. 
Jumawan, BCWERC

UTHRC holds Mid-year Assessment of  ongoing projects 

On May 25-26, 2016, the UTHRC 
conducted the Mid-year 

Assessment of all  ongoing projects 
for CY 2016. Experts from ERDB, 
Central Office headed by OIC, Assistant 
Director Antonio M. Daño gave inputs/
recommendation to ensure the successful 
implementation of the projects. Moreover, 
he emphasized that clear direction as 
well as the complementation between 
UTHRC and UERD, ERDB. 

Part of the activity was a learning 
event on the characterization and 
management of toxic substances and 
hazardous wastes (TSHW). This was 
geared towards a clearer and better 
understanding of the UTHRC’s research 
focus. Thus, helping the said office to 
soar as a Center of Excellence on the 
characterization and management of 
TSHW.

A total of 23 UTHRC staff attended 
the above-cited activity held at Hive 
Hotel, Quezon City. Two experts from 
EMB, Central Office conducted lectures 
on TSHW. Also included in the topics 
were researchable areas on TSHW 
that could be developed into a project/
study proposals. Finally, the discussion 
broadened the knowledge of the 
participants on the future research 
agenda of the center to achieve what 
is expected from UTHRC. Evangeline 
Marcelino, UTHRC

BCWERC head urges... from page 9

The BCWERC employees during their CEMEX Plant/Mine Tour

(left photo) Participants, guests and speakers 
of  the UTHRC Mid-Year Assessment cum 
Learning Event on toxic substances and 
hazardous wastes (TSHW) (right photo) The 
guest lecturer
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The theme “Greening the Future 
with QPM” stirred the National 

Greening Program-Production of Quality 
Planting Materials (NGP-PQPM) exhibit, 
symposium, and launching of the 
coffee table book at Pampanga State 
Agricultural University (PSAU) on June 
28-30.

Attended by almost 400 audience 
from the PSAU, partner State Universities 
and Colleges (SUCs), and ERDB and its 
Research Centers, the opening program, 
launching of the coffee table book, and 
symposium commenced on the 28th 
of June. The coffee table book also 
titled as Greening the Future with QPM 
showcases the rigors of the PQPM, an 

activity of the ERDB together with the 
DENR field offices and partner SUCs 
in support of the NGP. A glimpse of the 
coffee table book was manifested in the 
six galleries of the exhibit—barking up 
the right tree, rearing the trees of the 
future, give it a shot, united for forest 
conservation, it takes time, but it works, 
and defense against climate change—
displayed at the PSAU multi-purpose 
center until the 30th of June. 

The three-topic symposium and open 
forum on Importance of Quality Planting 
Materials (QPM), Bamboo for Climate 
Change Mitigation, and Significance 
of Hi-Q VAM 1 Mycorrhizal Application 
followed after the opening program and 

launching. It served as a means for the 
audience to further understand the coffee 
table book and the exhibit and to realize 
their role in forest conservation. The 
audience addressed questions which 
were comprehensively answered by the 
resource persons of the aforementioned 
topics: For. Enrico L. Barbosa, For. 
Gregorio E. Santos, Jr., Ms. Carmelita 
M. Mojica, and Ms. Famela J. Bonsol. 
The participants also symbolically pledge 
for a greener Philippines as they inked 
their palms in the Greening the Future 
commitment wall. 

The opening program and unveiling 
of the coffee table book were led by 
several dignitaries: Hon. Cherry M. 
Manalo, the board member of the 1st 
District of Pampanga; Dr. Honorio M. 
Soriano Jr., PSAU president; For. Ronilo 
L. Salac, NGP Regional Coordinator for 
Region 3; Dr. Carlos S. Arida, Sr., Center 
Head of Watershed and Water Resources 
Research Center, Dr. Antonio M. Daño, 
ERDB Assistant Director; For. Celso 
P. Diaz, NGP-PQPM Consultant; Mr. 
Angelito B. Exconde, ERDB AFMD Chief; 
and For. Ma. Lourdes DC. Reyes, NGP-
PQPM Assistant National Coordinator 
and Executive Officer. –Ms. Rio Christine 
P. Bustamante, NGP OpCen

NGP-PQPM exhibit display at the PSAU multi-purpose center

Open forum after topic discussion Symbolical hand marked pledges of  the audience to a greener Philippines 

Hand-in-hand in greening 
the future with QPM

Hon. Cherry M. Manalo, board member of  the 1st District of  
Pampanga and ERDB Asst. Director Antonio M. Daño   as they 
unveil the Greening the Future with QPM coffee table book.
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The National Greening Program 
Operations Center (NGP OpCen) 

in partnership with the Pampanga 
State Agricultural University (PSAU) 
successfully conducted the 2nd 
Discussion on NGP with Partner SUCs 
for CY 2016 last 29 – 30 June 2016 at the 
PSAU Farmers Training Center. 

It was participated by representatives 
from 23 SUCs wherein 4 University 
Presidents were present, one 
representative from Forest Management 
Bureau – NGP Central Office, ERDB 
research centers and ERDB officials and 
staff. The discussion’s main objective 
was to conduct a mid-year assessment 
of project implementation specifically 
the operations of clonal nurseries and 
facilities as well as the cloned seedling 

production performance of each SUC. 
The two-day activity involved the 

presentation of each SUC’s mid-year 
accomplishments specifically updates 
on their action plan from the previous 
discussion, status of clonal nurseries 
and other facilities, catch-up plan for the 
2nd Quarter, cloned seedling production 
performance, issues and concerns and 
problems encountered. Some SUCs 
also presented accomplishments and/or 
proposals on their current R&D studies. 

As an opening, Assistant Director 
Antonio M. Daño reminded the 
participants of the objectives of this 
activity – to exchange information on 
the status of the deliverables, to be 
recollect agreements made last quarter, 
to enhance knowledge on new findings, 
to bond and build relations, and most 
importantly, to work together as one unit 

Second discussion 
on NGP 
with partner SUCs 
for CY 2016

Partner SUCs and ERDB staff  attendees in the Second Discussion on NGP with Partner SUCs  for CY 2016

in obtaining the goals of NGP. It was 
then followed by a message from Dr. 
Evelyn V. Totaan, the dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences, who warmly 
welcomed and accommodated the 
participants into their university. A series 
of presentations were then presented 
from the review of the 1st Discussion 
conducted in Visayas State University 
in Baybay City, Leyte, to the overview 
of the 2nd discussion wherein expected 
data from the SUCs were indicated, and 
finally, the presentations of the mid-year 
accomplishments of the SUCs. 

The synthesis of the activity was 
presented on the last day. Issues and 
concerns raised were mostly about 
operations in the nursery, delivery 
of QPM, reporting system and other 

administrative concerns regarding 
the release of funds and procurement 
process. Further, ERDB and ERDB 
research centers will facilitate resolutions 
on the said issues and concerns of the 
SUCs. Lastly, with the presence of SLSU 
President Milo Placino, they volunteered 
to be the host for the 3rd Discussion on 
September 2016.

All participants were also involved 
in a tree growing activity led by PSAU 
President, Dr. Soriano, wherein each 
pledged P100.00 per seedling of Bignai 
(Antidesma bunius (L.) Spreng.) to cover 
for the care and maintenance. In addition, 
a campus tour was also conducted in 
which they visited the clonal nursery, 
bamboo nursery, alternative low-input 
agricultural system (ALIAS) office and the 
tamarind research center. –For. Justine 
Louise R. Repalam, NGP OpCen
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UTHRC facilitates 
educational tour to 
promote ENR 
technologies

Field visitation/educational tour is a  
strategy being undertaken to promote 

a particular ENR technology.  On June 
22, 2016,  such activity was facilitated by 
the TPPU-UTHRC at  SAMAKAT – CBT 
area, Taguig City. Twelve members of 
ENR Livelihood Technology  Advocates 
Group (ELTAG), composed of six (6) 

The participants at the Taguig Urban Farm

FPRDI personnel visits 
PARTNER-BOND site 
in Talim Island

A team of 4 researchers from the 
Forest Products Research and 

Development Institute (FPRDI) composed 
of Ms. Mildred M. Fidel, Chief, Technical 
Services Division, Ms. Grecelda A. 
AEusebio, Chief, Technology Business 
Development Section (TBDS), Ms. 
Wency H. Carmelo, Senior Science 
Research Specialist, Technology 
Innovation Division and Mr. Carl Anthony 
O. Lantican, Science Research Analyst, 
visited Talim Island on June 21, 2016.  
The team was accompanied by the 
ERDB project team headed by Ms. 
Vienna O. Austria.

The purpose of the visit was to 
conduct a site assessment of the area 
prior to the extension of technical 
assistance in the design of a bamboo 
stick dryer in the community.

As a backgrounder, in 2014 the 
ERDB implemented the project entitled 
“Pro-Active Response Towards Nurturing 
Environmental Relations:  A Barangay 
Outreach program based on Community 
Needs and Demands (PARTNER-BOND) 
in Talim Island, Binangonan, Rizal .  The 
project enhanced partnership with two 

People’s Organizations (Samahang 
Mangingisda ng Barangay Pinagdilawan 
and Samahang Mangingisda ng 
Barangay Ginoong Sanay) through the 
introduction and adoption of ERDB’s 
bamboo propagation technology.

As part of the project’s continuous 
monitoring and evaluation (M&E) 
activities, a documentation study of the 
development of the bamboo stick industry 
in the two barangays of the island was 
conducted.  The study revealed that 
almost all (90-95%) of the households in 
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males and  six (6) females from seven 
(7) Local Government Units of Metro 
Manila and  five (5) students, majority 
were females (4) from Pamantasan ng 
Cabuyao, Cabuyao City participated 
in the said tour. Mr. Mario Galvez, 
President of Samahan ng May 


