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A total of 266 attendees participated in the 
Ecosystems Research and Development 

Bureau’s (ERDB) Technology Forum on Environment 
and Biotechnology held at SM Dasmariñas Event 
Center on Nov. 25, 2015. The activity was conducted 
as a part of the weeklong celebration of the 11th 
National Biotechnology Week.

ERDB holds Technology Forum on Environment and 
Biotechnology for the 11th NBW celebration

(left) Dr. Henry A. Adornado, ERDB Director, gives the opening remarks to welcome the participants to the forum (right) 
Mr. Angelito B. Exconde, ERDB’s Administrative, Finance and Management Division (AFMD) Chief and one of the resource 
persons, entertains some of the questions from the participants during the open forum.

Mr. Rexinald M. Wong, a representative of CELYO Rizal, 
Tuguegarao City, Cagayan holding the certificate as 1st place 
winner of the contest during the “Symposium on the Transfer 
and Adoption of ENR Technologies” held on November 
5, 2015 at the ERDB Auditorium. Also in photo were (from 
left) Mr. Juan B.  Ebora;  ERDB TTD Chief, Mrs. Veronica O. 
Sinohin;  For. Celso P. Diaz, Watershed and Water Resources 
Research Center (WWRRC) OIC-Head Dr. Carlos S. Arida, Sr. 
and other staff from WWRRC.  (photo by Gino Laforteza) 

The WWRRC (Watershed and Water Resources 
Research Center) - Region 2 in Tuguegarao, 

Cagayan bagged 2 awards during the “Symposium 
on the Transfer and Adoption of ENR Technologies” 
which was held on November 5, 2015 at the ERDB 
Auditorium. 

The winning entry was the Seedling Production and 
Clonal Propagation Technologies of the CELYO Rizal 
Kooperatiba, a Rizalista sect of Barangay Buntun, 
Tuguegarao, City, Cagayan which was assisted by 
WWRRC- Region 2.  They won the 1st place in both 
paper (P30,000) and poster (P10,000) presentations.
 

ERDB Director Dr. Henry A. Adornado welcomed the 
participants to the forum which are mainly composed 
of high school and college students, teachers, 
instructors and professors, local government unit (LGU) 
members, and other government and non-government 
employees. Some ERDB staff and officials were also in 
attendance for the forum. next page
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WWRRC-Region 2 wins in paper and poster presentations
            on ENR technology transfer
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Left photo: Mayor Ericson J. Sulibit of Liliw, Laguna gives the 
welcome remarks during the training on Capacity Building 
on Bamboo Propagation held on November 24, 2015 in Liliw, 
Laguna. Right photo: Dr. Aida B. Lapis, retired Scientist of 
ERDB and resource speaker during the training, shows the 
different products made from bamboo. 

Mr. Edgardo Castillo demonstrates 
the potting of bamboo cuttings in 
black plastic bags.

In his welcome remarks, Dr. Adornado shared ERDB-
DENR’s programs and technologies such as the 
National Greening Program (NGP) and the Hi-Q VAM 
1, respectively. He expressed his hopes that the forum 
will help ERDB strengthen its efforts in promoting its 
research-based technologies and activities to the 
pub1lic.

The resource speakers during the forum were AFMD 
Chief and former National Assistant Coordinator of 
NGP Mr. Angelito B. Exconde (Painting it Greener: 
BIOTECHNOLOGY for Environment), Laboratory 
and Experimental Services Division (LESD) Senior 
Science Research Specialist Ms. Carmelita M. Mojica 
(Production and Inoculation of Hi-Q VAM 1), and LESD 
Supervising Science Research Specialist Dr. Ma. 
Theresa A. de los Reyes (Application of Hi-Q VAM 
1 and other soil amelioration for the improvement of 
agroforestry area in Sta. Teresita, Iriga City, Camarines 
Sur). For. Paul J. Cuadra served as the overall 
moderator of the forum.

After the lectures, the speakers entertained some 
questions and comments from the participants. 
One of the notable participants was an instructor 
from the Cavite State University who testified on 
the effectiveness of the use of mycorrhiza. He 
said that its application helped the remote areas of 
Cavite become greener. Some of the participants 
also asked if ERDB is willing to provide technical 
assistance for their environmental activities which 
the resource speakers have positively responded 
to.  

Mr. Exconde closed the program through a short 
message that he directly addressed to the students. 
He said, “Study harder, make dreams, and fulfill your 
dreams. Work on it, make it happen.  You are far 
better than we are. What we can do, you can do 
better.”

The forum officially ended at around 4:00 in the 
afternoon. Melanie N. Ojeda, TTD

ERDB holds... from page 1

The Pro-Active Response Towards Nurturing 
Environmental Relations: A Barangay Outreach 

project based on community Needs and Demands                  
(Partner-Bond) project conducted the Capacity Building 
on Bamboo Propagation  on November 24, 2015 at 
the Disaster and Risk Reduction Management Council 
(DRRMC) building in Liliw, Laguna. 

Hon. Mayor Ericson J. Sulibit of Liliw, Laguna gave 
the welcome remarks during the training. Ms. Marla 
V. Cambay, Project leader of the Partner Bond project 
was the emcee and gave the rationale, objectives, 

mechanics and expected output of the project. Ms. Leah 
Domasig introduced the participants of the training. 
 
 There were 20 participants in the training. Some of the 
participants were landowners, barangay captains and 
LGU personnel in Liliw, Laguna. 

Dr. Aida Lapis gave a lecture on the different kinds of 
bamboo, types of bamboo propagation, production of 
bamboo planting materials, management of bamboo 
plantation and uses of bamboo. She also brought the 
different products made from bamboo.
 
In the afternoon, Mr. 
Edgardo Castillo 
of ERDB made 
a demonstration 
on the planting 
of bamboo using 
the one-node and 
two-node cutting 
procedures. The 
participants were 
interested in the 
technology and 
were thankful 
because of the 
training. Marla V. Cambay, TTD

Partner Bond Project holds Capacity Building on 
Bamboo Propagation in Liliw, Laguna
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BCWERC (Biodiversity, Coastal, Wetlands, and 
Ecotourism Research Center) - Region 6 in Western 
Visayas won 2nd place in paper presentation with a cash 
prize of P20,000 and 3rd place in poster presentation 
with a  P5,000 cash prize. Their entry was the Mangrove 
Reforestation and Talaba Culture technology.

The technology on the Mass Propagation of Pagatpat of 
MDARRC (Mining and Degraded Areas Rehabilitation 
Research Center) – Region 11 in Davao City got the 
3rd place in paper presentation and won P10,000.

The 2nd place winner in poster presentation was the 
LAUFTRC (Land Management, Agroforestry and Upland 
Farms Technology Research Center – Region 5 in Bicol 
on “Karagomoi” technology. They received P7,000.

The Ecosystems Research and Development 
Bureau (ERDB) featured its mycorrhizal 

technology, Hi-Q VAM 1 in the 11th National 
Biotechnology Week (NBW). The NBW was held on 
November 23-28 at SM City Dasmariñas, Cavite with 
the theme “Bioteknolohiya: Kaagapay ng Mamamayan 
sa Pambansang Kaunlaran.”

Plant samples were displayed in the exhibit to highlight 
the difference between plants with and without Hi-Q 
VAM 1. This mycorrhizal technology aids plants in 
coping with various environmental stresses, and 
thus, shows promise in rehabilitation of degraded 
and marginal lands. In addition, sample Hi-Q VAM 1, 
several publications, IEC materials, and other freebies 
were also given to those who visited the booth. 

To further share the ERDB mycorrhizal technology, a 
forum was conducted on November 25 spearheaded 
by ERDB Director Henry A. Adornado who welcomed 

ERDB showcases Hi-Q VAM 1 in NBW 2015

Visitors witness the difference between plants with and without HI-Q VAM 1 in ERDB exhibit and TTD Chief, Veronica O. 
Sinohin shakes hand with the PCAARRD Director Reynaldo V. Ebora as she receives the plaque of appreciation (left to right).

the participants. Director Adornado expressed his 
hopes that the forum will help the ERDB strengthen 
its efforts in promoting its research-based technologies 
and activities to the public. 

During the last day, as host agency of NBW 2015, 
Director Reynaldo V. Ebora of the Philippine Council 
for Agriculture and Natural Resources Research and 
Development (PCAARRD) thanked the agencies that 
participated in the event. Technology Transfer Division 
Chief, Veronica O. Sinohin, received the plaque of 
appreciation in behalf of the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources. Mr. Nestor Leviste of the TTD 
received the certificate of participation for the ERDB 
in the joining the exhibit. Director Ebora expressed 
his hopes that the NBW 2015 helped the visitors 
understand more the benefits of biotechnology in the 
development of the country. Ann Valerie V. Gillado and 
Jobelle Mae L. Zuraek, TTD

The non-winning entries were given a consolation 
prize of P2,000 each. 

The panel of judges were For. Celso P. Diaz, former 
Director of ERDB; Mr. Eliseo M. Baltazar, former Chief 
of the Technology Transfer Division (TTD); Dr. Aleli M. 
Luna, former Chief of the Upland Farms Ecosystems 
Research Division (UFERD); and Prof. Rommel 
A. Daya, professor at the College of Development 
Communication in UPLB.

There were nine (9) technology entries in the contest 
from the ERDB Satellite regional offices such as the 
National Capital Region (NCR),  Regions 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 10, and 11 . ERDB had a guest presentor from the 
PO of Talim Island, Binangonan, Rizal who presented 
their project on bamboo propagation technology. 

WWRRC-Region 2 wins... from page 1
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The Biodiversity, Coastal, 
Wetlands and Ecotourism 

Research Center (BCWERC) 
Region 6 brought home 
awards and prizes in paper and 
poster presentations from the 
Symposium on the Transfer and 
Adoption of ENR Technologies 
held last November 5, 2015 
at the ERDB Auditorium,  Los 
Baňos, Laguna.  The entry of 
BCWERC Region 6 which  is 
entitled, “Talaba Culture in the 
Midst of Mangrove Forestation: 
The Balaring Experience,” 
won 2nd place in the paper 
presentation with a cash prize of 
P20,000.  It was presented by the 
Balaring Mangrove Planters Association’s (BAMPA) 
representative Ms. Nombria Dooma.  

The Talaba-inspired entry in poster presentation got 
the 3rd place with a cash prize of P5,000.  A total of 
nine (9) entries coming from different ERDB Satellite 
Offices participated in the event namely: Regions 1, 
2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11 and the National Capital Region 
(NCR).  The four (4) panellists who judged the contest 
were Prof. Rommel A. Daya, professor at the College 
of Development Communication in UPLB; Dr. Aleli M. 
Luna, former Chief of the Upland Farms Ecosystems 
Research Division (UFERD); Mr. Eliseo M. Baltazar, 
former Chief of the Technology Transfer Division (TTD) 
and For. Celso P. Diaz, former ERDB Director.

BCWERC Region 6 garners 2nd and 3rd place on the 
presentations of the Transfer and Adoption of ENR 

Technologies

Left photo: (from l-r)  Mrs. Veronica O. Sinohin, ERDB TTD Chief, For. Conrado B. Marquez, 
OIC BCWEC Region 6 Satellite Office, Alicia L. Lustica, Ph. D, BCWERC Head and For. Celso 
P. Diaz, former Director of ERDB during the awarding of certificates,  Right photo: BAMPA’s 
Representative Ms. Nombria Dooma with the 3rd place winning poster entry of BCWERC 
Region 6. 

BAMPA’s Representative Ms. Nombria Dooma presenting the paper at the ERDB 
Auditorium.

  The entry in paper 
presentation is a 35–hectare 
Mangrove Reforestation 
and Livelihood community-
based project of Barangay 
Balaring, Silay City, Negros 
Occidental undertaken in 
1991 during the CARP-ISF 
Programs of DENR Region 
VI assisted by the former 
ERDS, now BCWERC.  It 
was turned over to the 
Local Government Unit 
of Silay City, Negros 
Occidental in 1996. Due to 
the support of the LGU of 
Silay, other agencies and 
the outstanding efforts of 

BAMPA in protecting and rehabilitating the Negros 
environment, the project continued through the financial 
assistance of JAP-ASIA Foundation, Inc. facilitated by 
a group called “IKAW-AKO Japan Negros Partnership 
of Environmental Protection.” 
 
The symposium aimed to share and learn from 
experiences on the transfer of ENR technologies to 
clients; gain insights on strengthening the links between 
technology generation and technology transfer; identify 
the means of applying science while laymanizing the 
course of technology transfer and extension; and 
determining mechanisms for increasing capacities on 
extending ENR technologies.  It played an integral part 
in the monitoring and post evaluation on the client’s 
adoption of ENR technologies that were disseminated. 
Lynly Florence B. Palma, BCWERC
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Twenty-three (23) residents of Gumaca, 
Quezon visited the Ecosystems Research and 

Development Bureau (ERDB) and its facilities on 
December 9, 2015 as a part of their lakbay aral in Los 
Baños, Laguna. 
 

Gumaca, Quezon residents visit ERDB for Lakbay Aral

The participants at the ERDB’s bamboo and rattan gallery

Mr. Eddie Castillo, LBES staff, demonstrates the proper 
bamboo propagation through nodal cuttings. 

Dr. Alicia L. Lustica, OIC Center Head  of  the Biodiversity, Coastal, Wetlands 
and Ecotourism Research Center (BCWERC) and Dr. Ma. Lourdes Moreno, 
Science Research Specialist of ERDB attending the East Asian Seas Congress 
2015 on November 17-21, 2015 at Da Nang City, Vietnam.

Quezon province’s Department of Trade and Industry 
(DTI) coordinated the said study tour as part of its 
Bottom-Up Budgeting scheme. The activity aimed to 
provide environment-friendly and sustainable livelihood 
options to the residents that are feasible to adopt in 
their municipalities. 
 
 Mr. Angelito B. Exconde, ERDB’s Administrative 
Officer, welcomed the participants. He expressed 
his hopes that ERDB would be able to help them in 
achieving the activity’s goals.

To start off, the group visited the bamboo and 
rattan gallery at the ERDB building where variety of 
conventional and nonconventional bamboo and rattan 
products from different Southeast Asian countries are 
displayed.

Afterwards, they headed to the Los Baños Experimental 
Station (LBES) at the Makiling Forest Reserve where 
different species of bamboo and other plants can 
be seen. Ms. Florentina Oliva and other LBES staff 
assisted the participants during the tour. Proper 
propagation of bamboo through nodal cuttings was 
also demonstrated.

Aside from ERDB, the group also visited the Forest 
Products Research and Development Institute (FPRDI) 
and the Los Baños Municipal Materials Recovery 
Facility. Melanie N. Ojeda, TTD

Dr. Alicia L. Lustica, OIC Center 
Head of the Biodiversity, 

Coastal, Wetlands, and Ecotourism 
Research Center (BCWERC) and  Dr. 
Maria Lourdes Quiatchon-Moreno 
of the Ecosystems Research and 
Development Bureau  participated in 
the East Asian Seas Congress 2015 and 
Fifth Ministerial Forum held at Da Nang 
City, Vietnam last November 17-21, 
2015. They  were among the more than 
500 coastal and economic managers, 
national and local government 
officials, policymakers, and scientists 
who attended this triennial event.  

BCWERC Center Head and ERDB researcher attend
 East Asian Seas Congress 2015 at Da Nang City, Vietnam
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The Biodiversity, Coastal, Wetlands and Ecotourism 
Research Center (BCWERC), Region 6, tasked 

with the implementation of “Biodiversity Profiling and 
Carrying Capacity Determination of Priority Ecotourism 
Areas” project, conducted a vegetation and faunal 
survey in Gigantes Island, Carles Iloilo on Nov 10, 
20, 2015. The survey aims to identify vulnerable and 
threatened species/resources in the area. 
 

Dr. Alicia L. Lustica, BCWERC Center Head/Project 
Leader requested the BCWERC Region 7 Biodiversity 
Profiling and CarCap Team, headed by Chona M. 
Tura and the project staff For. Ancelmo Aurestila, For. 
Bernardo Redoblado, and Ms. Hanna Lou Castillo 
to lead and supervise the said activity. The team 
conducted the survey which focused on mangroves, 
timberland, birds and bats together with the assistance 
of the BCWERC R6 staff, Ms. Lovejoy Tejido and Ms. 
Jenny Lacorte, support of CENRO Normandy K. Lebelo 
of Sara, Iloilo and Barangay Captains of Gigantes 
Island. Transect and quadrat methods were utilized 
to quantify the relative abundance of mangroves and 
timberland in the area. For the identification of bird 
and bat species, mist nets were established near their 
habitats. 
 
In Gigantes Norte, nine (9) mangrove and mangrove 
associate species, thirteen (13) beach forest species, 
and nine (9) upland tree species were identified. 
Bakauan (bangkau Rhizophora stylosa), buta-buta 
(Excoecaria agallocha), pagatpat (Sonneratia alba), 
talisai (Terminalia catappa), kalumpang (Sterculia 

fotida), yemane (Gmelina arboria), and binayuyo 
(Antidesma ghaesembella) were some of the identified 
flora in the area. In Gigantes Sur particularly in Brgy. 
Gabi which has the largest mangrove area of about 
82 hectares and mangrove stand of more or less 
48 hectares, sixteen (16) mangrove and mangrove 
associate species, fifteen (15) beach forest species, 
and nineteen (19) upland tree species were identified. 
Bakauan bangkau (Rhizophora stylosa) dungon (late 

Heritiera littoralis), gapas-gapas (Thespesia populnea), 
mangkas (Pouteria ovate), nino (Morinda bracteata), 
duhat (Syzygium cuminii) and yemane (Gmelina 
arboria) were some of the identified flora. 
 
For the faunal survey, 38 species of birds and 8 species 
of bats were identified. Spotted dove (Spilopelia 
chinensis), collared kingfisher (Todiramphus iscularis), 
striated heron (Butorides striata), glossy swiftlet 
(Collocalia esculenta), dagger-toothed fruitbat 
(Macroglossus minimus), lesser dawn bat (Eunycteris 
spelea), and dogface fruitbat (Cynopterus brachyotis) 
were some of the identified fauna. All specimens 
were released after identification. Gigantes Island is 
currently gaining popularity with its flourishing tourism 
industry. The need to protect, develop and sustain its 
ecological condition while at the same time ensuring 
the satisfaction of its visitors has never been more 
profound. Determining the carrying capacity  which is 
the ability of an area to satisfactorily accommodate an 
activity without damage to the environment of Gigantes 
Island will aid the Local Government Units and other 
stakeholders in regulating the influx of visitors in 
particular and policy-making in general. Jenny B. 
Lacorte, BCWERC

BCWERC Region 6 and 7 biodiversity profiling and
CarCap Team conducts vegetation and faunal survey 

in Gigantes Island

(Left photo): Asian Gloosy Starling Aplonis panayensis (Right Photo): For. Bernardo Redoblado, For. Chona Tura, Ms. Jenny 
Lacorte, Ms. Hanna Lou Castillo, Ms. Lovejoy Tejido, and For. Ancelmo Aurestila during the spelunking, 
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The Society of Filipino Foresters Inc. (SFFI) 
Convention was successfully held at Plaza del 

Norte Convention Center in Laoag City, Ilocos Norte 
on November 9-11, 2015. Six delegates from the 
Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau 
(ERDB) participated including the Bureau Director, Dr. 
Henry Adornado, with five ERDB foresters namely, For. 
Lourdes Breva, For. Russel Olan, For. Kristine Supan-
Amatus, For. Karen Rae Fortus and For. Wencelito 
Hintural. The convention aimed to promote sustainable 
forest management as investment and opportunities for 
national development. 
 
To date, this event is considered the biggest gathering 
of foresters with 1,300 Filipino forester participants 
nationwide including the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary, Forester 
Ramon Jesus Paje. Secretary Paje gave the welcome 
remarks and reported the highlights of the DENR 
accomplishments during his tenure. 
 
The three-day convention was comprised of oral 
presentation on forestry matters, and formulation of 
SFFI Laoag Declaration. Oral presentations include 
Forestry on the National and International Trend, 
Forestry Economic Communities in ASEAN, and 
Forestry Certification, among others. Topics tackled 
were incorporated in the first draft of the Laoag 
Declaration a long-term sustainable plan of action for 
Philippine Forestry which is the major output of the 
Convention. Afterwards, an engaging discussion on 
the enactment of Sustainable Forest Management 
Bill, and long-term Sustainable Forestry Management 
Action happened. There was also a brief discussion of 
the Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) of the 
newly conceded RA 10690 otherwise known as Forestry 

Professionalization Law which will be further discussed 
on a separate forum. During the open forum, one of the 
topics highlighted was the security issues that foresters 
are vulnerable with particularly when on field. At the 
same time, the prioritization of foresters in government 
positions where their expertise is indispensable was 
also given emphasis and clarified to have already been 
embedded under RA 10690. 
 
DENR Asst. Sec. Marcial Amaro Jr. facilitated the 
presentation of the outputs of the plenary workshop 
discussions and the recommendations gathered and 
under consideration for the final Laoag Declaration 
which will be made available in the future on the SFFI 
page. 
 
In a nutshell, five pillars were identified including 1) 
Forest stakeholders and recognition of their land-use 
rights; 2) Forest service to support forest stakeholders 
in establishing Sustainable Forest Management (SFM); 
3) Forest certification as both market and regulatory 
mechanisms; 4) Investments on SFM and its value 
chain, and 5) Acceptable and updated forest data and 
maps. 
 
The SSFI is an independent, national scientific and 
educational organization of forestry professionals in 
the country. Founded in 1948, the organization took a 
hiatus during the martial law years (1972-1986) and 
was only revived two years after the restoration of 
democracy in the Philippines.  
 
The next SFFI Convention is planned to be held in 
Ilo-ilo City. Mabuhay ang Foresters! - Wencelito P. 
Hintural, UERD

Director Adornado and five selected ERDB foresters 
attend the 67th SFFI Convention

The criteria for judging for the paper presentation were 
the: a) manner of ENR Technology Transfer {extension 
planning (10 points), actual extension strategy (15 
points), b) monitoring and evaluation (5 points) }, b) 
ENR technology adoption { community cooperation 
(5 points), actual use of technology (10 points), 
success/failure story (15 points) }, and c) prospects of 
sustaining ENR technology {support mechanisms (5 
points), ERDS-Client Interaction (10 points), Benefits 
and Access of POs (15 points) and Worth Emulating 
(10 points) } .

For the poster presentation, the criteria for judging 
were the contents /message (60 points) and form/
appearance (40 points). Marla V. Cambay, TTD

WWRRC-Region 2 wins... from page 3 BCWERC Center Head and... from page 5

The theme of this year’s congress, "Global Targets, 
Local Benefits: Setting the Sustainable Agenda for 
the Seas of East Asia,” primarily aimed to provide a 
dynamic platform for knowledge sharing, collaborative 
action, partnership building, and a forum to advance 
commitment and cooperation in achieving the shared 
vision of a sustainable East Asian Seas.

The event featured three thematic sessions, which 
focused on the assessment of lessons learned and 
progress made; scaling up of good practices and 
initiatives towards building a blue economy; and 
mapping of new targets and schedule for the East 
Asian Seas region beyond 2015.

page 12
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The Watersheds and Water Resources Research 
Center (WWRRC) facilitated a training-workshop 

on research proposal preparation for its staff on 
October 13-16, 2015 with Dr. Lynlei Pintor, Ph.D.  of 
the Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau 
(ERDB), central office in Los Banos, Laguna as 
Resource Speaker. “Producing a good research 
proposal is important if we want to achieve center 
of excellence,” Dr. Pintor said, encouraging the 
participants.

All 41 participants, young and old-time researchers, from 
the Center and its stations (R1ERS, CVERS, CLERS) 
gathered in the WWRRC Conference Hall, Baguio City 
to learn more about research proposal preparation. 
WWRRC Assistant Head Helen Maddumba said that 
the training-workshop served as an enhancement or 
a “refresher course for the old-time researchers” but 
it was also an orientation and training for the young 
ones. Ms. Maddumba added that it is essential for 
young researchers to join in the training-workshop not 
only for their appreciation but also, so that they will be 
equipped with the knowledge for technical work.
  
The training-workshop consisted not only of lectures 
but also, writeshops. The writeshop was a venue for 
the participants to improve or write research proposals 
with the guidance of Dr. Pintor and assistance from 
Ms. Rowena Payuan also from ERDB. Dr. Pintor also 
encouraged brainstorming and sharing of experiences 

and knowledge among participants in order to come up 
with “fresher” topics for research.

Each participant was asked to make their own 
research proposal topics including titles and objectives 
as individual output after which they were grouped into 
three so they can present their research proposals 
based on what they have learned from the lectures 
and write-shops. One group presented their titles 
and objectives; another group presented their logical 
framework; and the third group presented an outline of 
review of related literature and a sample introduction. 
The last day was devoted for the presentation of full 
blown research proposals by the three (3) groups and 
comments and suggestions for revisions. 

Some of the participants expressed positive impressions 
regarding the training-workshop and said that it was 
helpful especially for the “first timers” or the young 
researchers. Some young researchers remarked that 
it served as a review or an “enhancement course” as 
they have learned it already from their undergraduate 
courses. 

The training-workshop on Research Proposal 
Preparation was the first of a series of a training 
programs to equip WWRRC researchers in Research 
and Development. The second one will take place in 
December 2015.  Michiko Karisa M. Buot, WWRRC

WWRRC facilitates Training-Workshop on Research 
Proposal Preparation for its researchers

The team from the Biodiversity, Coastal, Wetlands 
and Ecotourism Research Center–Department 

of Environment and Natural Resources Region VI 
(BCWERC-DENR 6) assessed the approximately 2 
- hectare mangrove area which was detected to be 
infested by the larva of ‘tide watching mangrove moth’ 
last November 12, 2015 in Brgy. Loboc, La Paz, Iloilo 
City. 

 As observed, the worms were feeding on the Avicennia 
species’ leaves causing a considerable number of 
mangrove trees to dry up and turn brown.  The pupa 
of ‘tide watching mangrove moth,’ Aucha velans were 
found on dried wrinkled leaves of the mangroves, 
particularly the Avicennia species. 
 

Tide watching 
mangrove moth 

strikes again

The team of BCWERC Region 6 gathering 
pupa samples of tide watching mangrove 
moth.
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In time for the holiday season, the Ecosystems 
Research and Development Bureau (ERDB) held its 

year-end employees’ assembly on December 18, 2015 
at the ERDB building. All the ERDB division chiefs, staff, 
and personnel as well as representatives from ERDB’s 
six Research Centers (RCs) attended the event.
 
The Director Henry Adornado, with the members 
of ERDB’s Executive Committee and RC heads, 
spearheaded the opening of the exhibit at the ERDB 
lobby to officially start the event. The exhibit featured all 
the ERDB divisions and centers, focusing on their roles 
and functions. In his opening message, Dr. Adornado 
said that he hopes that through its activities and 
programs, ERDB would be more recognized as a part of 
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR). He also commended the Technology Transfer 
Division (TTD), headed by Ms. Veronica Sinohin, for the 
successful launching of the exhibit.
 
Afterwards, the program continued at the ERDB 
auditorium. All the ERDB employees joined the games 
and other activities. Each division and research center 
also prepared their respective presentations, which 
took the audience back to different decades, from the 
post-war era to the 1990s. 
 
It was the first year-end employees’ assembly where 
the RCs joined the celebration together with the 
bureau. With the success of the event, the bureau 
hopes that the activity will serve as one of the avenues 
to strengthen its theme, “Matibay at Masayang 
Pagsasamahan, Tungo sa Maunlad na Kawanihan”. 
Melanie N. Ojeda, TTD

ERDB Director Dr. Henry Adornado and Assistant Director 
Dr. Antonio Daño, together with ERDB division chiefs and 
RC heads, spearheaded the ribbon-cutting to officially 
launch the exhibit at the ERDB lobby during the year-end 
employees’ assembly. Photo by JMZuraek

Participants of the BCWERC’s Year-End Assessment of 
BCWERC RDE Projects and Programs last December 20-23, 
2015 at the Bohol Plaza Resort and Restaurant, Mayacabag, 
Dauis, Bohol.

ERDB, RCs hold 2015 
year-end employees’ 

assembly

BCWERC conducts 2015 
Year-End Assessment of

RDE Projects and 
Programs

The Biodiversity, Coastal, Wetlands and Ecotourism 
Research Center (BCWERC) of the Ecosystems 

Research and Development Bureau – DENR conducted 
the Year-End Assessment of BCWERC RDE Projects 
and Programs last December 20-23, 2015 at the Bohol 
Plaza Resort and Restaurant, Mayacabag, Dauis, 
Bohol. The event was an offshoot of the BCWERC’s 
3rd Quarter Assessment held last October, 26-29, 2015 
in Iloilo City. 

BCWERC OIC-Center Head, Dr. Alicia L. Lustica 
emphasized that assessing the operational systems, 
reviewing existing staffing patterns, and creating 
specific tasks that include administrative and finance 
functions are crucial to fully operationalize a solid set-
up at the center and institute a coherent regulatory 
system. Dr. Lustica shared some updates, issues, and 
concerns recently discussed during the 4th Ecosystems 
Research and Development Bureau (ERDB) RDE 
Management Conference held at Tagaytay City last 
December 15-16, 2015. She likewise introduced the 
research bureau’s implementation of the Individual 
Development Plan (IDP), a scheme to identify learning 
based on the competency of each personnel. Measuring 
employees’ competencies through job knowledge tests, 
interviews, cognitive abilities, social skills and so on is 
very important to assess if employees are competent 
enough to do certain jobs in the field, Dr. Lustica said. 

The 3-day event aimed to evaluate the BCWERC 
accomplishments based on targets/deliverables of the 
programs and projects implemented for the year. The 
conference participated in by all BCWERC researchers 
and staff from Regions 6, 7, and 8, culminated with the 
formulation of plans and programs and direction setting 
for 2016 RDE projects. Ann F. Jumawan, BCWERC 
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The newly renovated research station building of 
the Watershed and Water Resources Research 

Center’s (WWRRC) research station in Region 2, 
the Cagayan Valley Ecosystems Research Station 
(WWRRC-CVERS) at Lower Magat, Diadi, Nueva 
Vizcaya was inaugurated on December 22, 2015. 

The program of the inauguration started with the 
opening remarks from Center Director, Dr. Carlos 
S. Arida, Sr. and was immediately followed by the 
welcome remarks from CVERS Station 
Head, Mr. Noel S. Soriano. Former 
Regional Technical Directors (RTDs) and 
the foundation of Research, For. Henry 
Patricio, For. Wilfredo Malvar, and Ms. 
Lilia dL. Abel shared their memorable 
experiences and stories during their stay in 
the said research station.

For. Malvar who started as a Science 
Research Aide is now the Assistant 
Regional Director for Technical Services 
in DENR-Region 2. For. Malvar’s story is 
almost similar with the story of For. Patricio 
who also started as a Science Research 
Aide until he was promoted as Division 
Chief, an RTD for Research and finally 
as Provincial Environment and Natural 
Resources Officer (PENRO). For. Patricio 
chose to retire early but just like For. Malvar 
and Ms. Abel, he still actively contributes 
to the improvement of Research. Ms. Abel 

is the current Division Chief of the Administrative Office 
of DENR-Region 2. 

The newly renovated station has now a fully-furnished 
building which can cater to the CVERS researchers and 
other personnel’s needs for a more conducive working 
environment. For. Patricio joked how the CVERS 
building was turned from being a “haunted house” into 

WWRRC inaugurates its CVERS Building

Blessing  of the CVERS of the clonal facility by Rev. Fr. Elmer Saludares.

CELYO- Partner bond of WWRRC, Celyo was given a plaque of appreciation 
from the Center. People (left to right): Former RTD Lilia Abel, CVERS 
Station Head Noel Soriano, WWRRC-TTES Section Chief Minda Odsey, 
Celyo presenter and representative Rexinald and Paul Wong, Former 
RTDs For. Wilfredo Malvar and For. Henry Patricio, Center Assistant Head 
Helen Maddumba, Center Director Dr. Carlos Arida, Sr. 
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Considering the goal, vision and mission of the 
Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau 

(ERDB) to deliver scientific-based ENR technologies, 
the 4th Management Conference was conducted on 
December 14-17, 2015 in View Park Hotel, Tagaytay 
City.  This conference aimed to provide updates on 
various matters in order to carry out its management 
functions effectively and efficiently under the 
rationalized structure.  

Among the topics discussed were:  (1) Action taken 
on the agenda and other issues/concerns in the 3rd 
Research Management Conference; (2) Updates on 
the OPCR 2015 and Workshop Mechanics for the 
Formulation of OPCR CY 2016; (3) Accomplishment 
Report on the CY 2015 Deliverables for Luzon, 
Visayas and Mindanao; (4) Technology Transfer 
Extension Targets and Deliverable for CY 2016; (5) 

ERDB conducts  4th Management Conference

Status of the NGP-PQPM; (6) Status of Mangrove and 
Beach Forest Development Program on the Monitoring 
and Evaluation and Sustainability Mechanisms; (7) 
Presentation of the ENR-RDE Framework CY 2017-
2022; (8) Administrative and Financial Management 
Status  of Utilization CY 2015 and Approved Budget 
for CY 2016; (9) Individual Development Plan; (10)  
Status and Updates on the Revision of DAO 96-27 
and Organizational Structure; (11) Internal Policies 
on the Reports and Deliverables; (12) Gender and 
Development Program and; (13) Director’s Hour. 

Six Research Centers Directors participated in the 
activity together with their planning and technical 
staff, ERDB Director, Dr. Henry A. Adornado, OIC-
Asst. Director, Dr. Antonio M. Daño and his Executive 
Committee and senior technical staff, guest from DENR 
PENRO Cavite.  Aurora S. Jose, OIC-PMISU. 

The participants of the ERDB’s 4th Management Conference held on Dec. 14-17 at the View Park 
Hotel, Tagaytay City.

a brand-new building. He added that the station was 
revived again and said that this was because of the 
good management of the Center Director, Dr. Arida. 

CELYO Kooperatiba ng Pangmaramihang Serbisyo, 
partner-bond of WWRRC in Region 2, which was 
originally handled by Ms. Abel, was invited in the 
inauguration. The cooperative was also given 
recognition and a plaque of appreciation by the 
WWRRC for garnering first place in the national 
competition for poster and paper presentation during 

the Symposium on the Transfer and Adoption of ENR 
Technologies at ERDB, Los Baños on November 5, 
2015. This brought honor and pride to the Center, as 
CELYO was recognized as the best technology adopter 
among all partner-bond projects of ERDB. 

Dr. Arida posed a challenge to CVERS staff and 
personnel that this inauguration should result to a 
better output which can make Research known again 
in terms of technologies generated. He added that this 
can be realized if all would support CVERS Station 
Head, Noel Soriano. WWRRC

WWRRC inaugurates... from page 10
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Crossword Puzzle
Yul A. Bacod

ACROSS
1 a landform along the  
   coast of an ocean or sea
3 to try to find someone or  
   something
5 Bakuan babae,    
   Bakauan lalaki, api-api, etc.

DOWN
1 Class Aves
2 Embryonic plant
4 _______Lalaki/babae/bato

Answer last issue

Tide watching... from page 8

The team gathered pupa samples to be observed and 
examined.  It was found that this type of pest is of the 
same kind which infested the mangroves in the seven 
coastal towns of Capiz up to Batan, Aklan last 2008 
and in the coastal towns of Negros Occidental in 2009.  
Similar infestations were also discovered in Anilao, 
Iloilo River and Brgy. Hinactacan, Lapaz Iloilo City in 
September 2010.  

mangroves especially in their larval stage.  However, 
mangroves are tough enough to withstand  these pests 
since they are only defoliators.  There is a big chance 
that they can survive on their own that is why cutting 
down of affected trees are highly discouraged.  The use 
of insecticides in eliminating these worms is also highly 
discouraged because the chemicals will affect other 
organisms thriving in the mangroves.  Mangroves are 
trees and shrubs that grow in saline coastal habitats 
and serve as breeding grounds of marine life.  They 

have been found to clean bodies of water, 
help in taking carbon out of the circulation and 
act as coastal shields in times of abnormal 
rise in sea level and powerful tides in times of 
typhoon. Lyn Florence B. Palma, BCWERC

The pupa samples of tide watching mangrove moth.

After five years, another infestation occurred in the 
city of Iloilo at Brgy. Loboc, La Paz.  According to Neil 
G. Gigare, Science Research Specialist, these worms 
might spread in the mangrove areas in Iloilo River 
from Luna, Lapaz and Iloilo Esplanade.  At present, 
infestations were already observed in the coastal areas 
of Banate, Barotac Viejo and Ajuy, Iloilo but were not 
yet assessed.  

The adult moth has an average life span of seven days, 
and within three days it has to mate and reproduce.  An 
hour after mating, the male moth dies while the female 
moth will lay eggs in a matter of hours. When the 
eggs hatch, the larva or worm feeds on the mangrove 
leaves.  These pests will quickly spread and infest other 

The adult watching mangrove moth or Aucha velan.

EAS Congress 2015 hosted by the Government of 
Vietnam and organized by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment of Vietnam (MONRE), 
Vietnam Administration of Seas and Islands (VASI), 
People’s Committee of Danang City, Vietnam, and 
Partnerships in Environmental Management for the 
Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA) is the fifth iteration of the 
EAS Congress held every three years. Ann Jumawan-
BCWERC

BCWERC Center Head and... from page 7 
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