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Tandug assumes ERDB 
OIC- Director Post

Calanog is OIC Assistant 
Director

Dr. Leuvina 
Micosa-
Tandug is the 

Officer-In-Charge (OIC) 
– Director and Dr. Lope 
A. Calanog is the OIC 
Assistant Director for 
the Los Baños Laguna-
based Department 
of  Environment 

and Natural Resources- Ecosystems Research and 
Development Bureau (ERDB-DENR), as former 
ERDB Director Marcial C. Amaro, Jr. took his new 
assignment as OIC-Regional Executive Director (RED) 
of  DENR Region IV-B (MIMAROPA-Mindoro, 
Marinduque, Romblon, and Palawan).

Dr. Leuvina M. Tandug, ERDB’s new 
OIC-Director delivering the  opening 
remarks during the BP5 Training and 
Extension Workshop on September 24-
26, 2008 at the ERDB Auditorium.

Dr. Lope A. Calanog, ERDB’s new OIC-
Assistant Director delivering the opening 
remarks during the Sylvatrop Workshop 
on September 29 , 2008 at the DENR 
Social Hall, Diliman Quezon City.

Participants listening to the discussion during the 1stDENR Research 
Sector Management Conference held in ERDB on 28-31 July 2008.

July  2008
7  Opening Ceremonies - 8th ASEAN S&T & 2008 NSTW Celebration, World     

 Trade  Center, Pasay City
8   NPS-ENRM Project Steering Committee Meeting, UMTS Conference Room,    

  DENR, Q.C.
9   4th Regular Staff  Bureau’s Meeting, REDs Lounge, 3rd flr., DENR Main Bldg.,     

  Diliman, Q.C.
16   SyenSaya: Los Baños Science Festival, Baker Hall, UPLB, College, Laguna
18   LBSCFI 2nd Qtr Steering Meeting: Symposium - Induction of  Newly Elected 

Officers, D. L. Umali Hall, UPLB, College, Laguna

The new appointments of  
Amaro and Tandug were based 
on the Special Order issued 
by DENR Secretary Jose L. 
Atienza, Jr. on June 20, 2008, 
while Calanog’s Special Order 

was issued last July 9, 
2008.

Tandug was the OIC-
Assistant Director 
of  the ERDB before 
her new assignment. 
She has also been the 
ERDB’s Chief  Science 
Research Specialist of  
the Forest Ecosystem 
Research Division 
(FERD). Tandug’s 
expertise includes 
Statistics and Forest 
Biometry.

1st DENR Research Sector
Management Conference, 2008

The 1st DENR Research Sector Management 
Conference CY 2008 was conducted by the 
Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau 

(ERDB) at the ERDB Auditorium on 28-31 July 2008. The 
conference was held to: (1) discuss and present the status 
of  implementation of  the banner programs; (2) have an 
information exchange and sharing of  experiences on some 
completed research projects of  the banner programs; and 

(3) discuss important concerns such as: the new program 
on climate change, the technology assessment protocol, the 
results of  the pilot testing of  M & E tools for RDE projects, 
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Tandug assumes... from page 1

1st DENR Research... from page 1

She has written 22 technical publications and has 
presented several papers along her field of  specialization. 
She was also a recipient of  achievement awards in the 
field of  research and development (R and D). Some 
of  these were the DENR’s Likas Yaman Award for 
her pioneering and outstanding research work in rattan 
technology in 1982; Outstanding Alumnus Award in 
Forestry Research from the University of  the Philippines 
Los Baños (UPLB) College of  Forestry Alumni 
Association in 1998; and the Best Research Paper Award 
from the Philippine Council for Agriculture, Forestry 
and Natural Resources Research and Development 
(PCARRD) in 2006.

Furthermore, Tandug is implementing a study entitled 
“Biomass and carbon sequestration of  Jatropha curcas” 
which aims to develop biomass prediction equations 
and to determine the carbon content of  the species 
under different site conditions throughout the country.

Calanog, on the other hand, has been the ERDB’s 
Chief  of  the Community Forestry Section. He has 
also served as OIC-Assistant Director of  Protected 

the results of  the strategies planning workshop specially on 
the modified vision/mission and organizational values and 
other priority agenda/activities of  the Research Sector.

Ninety-three (93) participants attended the said conference 
composed of  Regional Technical Directors for Research, 
Division Chiefs of  the Research and Technology, Sectoral 
Planning Officers, representatives from EMB, FMB and 
PAWB, ERDB Executive Committee Members and Section 
Chiefs, National Technical Coordinators (NTCs) of  Banner 
Programs, and Planning and Management Information 
Unit.

Areas and Wildlife Bureau (PAWB) and the National 
Director of  National Integrated Protected Areas 
Program (NIPAP). His expertise includes Community 
Development, Anthropology, and Ecotourism and 
Protected Area Management. He has written 22 
technical and semi-technical articles and completed 
several research studies.

Calanog has been with ERDB for more that 30 years 
now and has an extensive experience in managing 
environment and community-based natural resources 
research projects. Foremost of  the projects he handled 
and are presently being implemented are: Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program-Integrated Social Forestry 
(CARP-ISF) R and D Program; Establishment of  an 
ecological park in Quirino Province; Establishment 
of  ecotourism project in Taal Volcano Protected 
Landscape; Carrying capacity assessment of  Boracay 
Island; Diagnostic assessment in Barangay Kinabuhayan 
and Taytay in Mt. Banahaw-San Cristobal Protected 
Landscape (MBSCPL); and the Banner Program on 
carrying capacity determination of  various areas for 
resources conservation, ecotourism, and sustainable 
development. Chris Delon D. Lozano, TDD

USEC Manuel D. Gerochi, was the guest speaker in behalf  
of   Secretary Jose L. Atienza. In his message, USEC 
Gerochi stressed the important tasks of  the research 
sector as a dynamic and scientific based institution of  the 
Department. He challenged the research sector to continue 
to look on how to improve and generate new ideas and 
models on the sustainable management of  the environment 
and natural resources. He also advised the Research Sector 
to introduce livelihood technologies in order to help the 
upland people. He likewise emphasized to put into place 
the extension mechanisms for generated technologies to 
address poverty in the uplands. Aurora S. Jose/ Editha P. 
Eusebio, PMISU

FPIP acknowledges ERDB’s technical assistance

T he First Philippine Industrial Park (FPIP) 
awarded a plaque of  recognition to the 
Ecosystems Research and Development 

Bureau (ERDB) on July 23, 2008 at the ERDB 
Auditorium, Los Baños,Laguna.

“We are very thankful to ERDB for helping us 
establish the 4-ha ecopark through their technical 
assistance and continuous support in three years,” 
Rogelio De Guzman, senior manager of  FPIP, 
eagerly said.

Ü page 4 Mr. Rogelio de Guzman, Senior Manager of  the FPIP awarding the plaque 
of  appreciation to Dr. Leuvina M. Tandug, OIC-Director of  ERDB also 
shown in photo is ERDB’s OIC-Assistant Director Lope A. Calanog.
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I n March 2008, Special Order # 13 Series of  
2008 was issued designating Maria DP. Dayan 
as the new Laboratory Manager, together with 

ten (10) researchers from the different divisions of  
ERDB as the laboratory in charge of  the ten existing 
laboratories.

Committee members, the Guidelines on the Organizational 
Structures, Functions and Operations of  the ERSL were 
assigned by OIC Director Dr. Leuvina M. Tandug last 
August 8, 2008 and are now being implemented.

From the 10 original laboratories, ERDB has now 7 
laboratories. These are the Analytical (Chemistry and 
Soil combined), Biotechnology (Forest Molecular and 
Forest Genetics and Tissue Culture), Microbiology 
(Endomycorrhiza and other beneficial microorganisms), 
Pests and Diseases (Entomology and Pathology), Seed, 
Botany and Zoology Laboratories were retained. The 
functions of  each laboratory and operations are cited in 
the new guidelines as stipulated in Memorandum Order # 
1 series of  2008. The personnel in charge of  the merged 
laboratories are as follows:

Analytical Juliana B. Zuñiga
Biotechnology Fidela A. Capuli
Microbiology Carmelita M. Mojica
Pest and disease Horacio O. San Valentin
Seed Maria DP. Dayan
Botany Dolora B. Bandian
Zoology Ma. Lourdes Q. Moreno

The laboratory staff  are Nenita M. Calinawan and Rosario 
C. Dimaculangan, both Research Analysts; Cesar Nuñez and 
Ma. Marcia Magsanoc, laboratory technicians and Eliza Cruz, 
Laboratory Aide. They will assist the laboratory in-charge 
in the different activities of  the laboratory under the direct 
supervision of  the laboratory manager.

A three-year development plan (2009-2011) on the upgrading 
of  the services and research functions of  the ERSL is now 
being prepared. Maria DP. Dayan, GDAERD

ERDB Laboratories Merged

The Ecosystems Research and 
Development Bureau has prepared a 
proposal for funding by the Pasig River 

Rehabilitation Project (PRRP) for implementation 
in 2008.

The Project is designed to assess the biodiversity 
status of  the Pasig River in order to generate 
benchmark/baseline information and 
recommendations that can be used for planning 
and policy formulation purposes.

The proponents of  the project are led by Dr. 
Carmelita I. Villamor while her team members 

Pasig River Biodiversity Assessment Project

As the laboratory manager, one of  the assigned 
tasks was the preparation of  a rationalization 
plan leading to the merging of  laboratories with 
overlapping functions, using the same equipment/
instruments and glasswares.

After a series of  meetings with the Policy 
Technical Working Group of  ERDB, and 
comments from the ETRB and Executive 

are Honorato Palis, Allan Castillo for Plant Diversity 
Assessment; Jose Isidro Michael Padin, Sim Pasicolan, 
Cynthia Marquez for Faunal Assessment; Marcelina Pacho 
for Bacterial Biodiversity Assessment; Carmela Taguiam and 
Mylene Aparente for Psycho Social Assessment.

The Project’s expected outputs are: biodiversity profile/
checklist of  Pasig River and Tributaries including biodiversity 
indices: Identification of  biological factors for monitoring 
of  ecosystems health and function of  Pasig River; Case 
study and implications/recommendations in relation to the 
rehabilitation of  Pasig River and its tributaries: GIS maps 
to highlight stress factors in the Pasig River. Eliseo M. 
Baltazar, TDD

Ms. Maria DP. Dayan, the new ERDB Laboratory Manager is busy 
preparing the reports on the merged laboratories.
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FPIP is an industrial park located in Sto. Tomas, 
Batangas where manufacturing companies are found 
and mostly owned by Japanese. In 2005, they have 
planned to put up an ecopark to have a mini-forest 
in utilizing the portion of  the available land. To 
start their plan, they asked for technical assistance 
from ERDB through the Los Baños Experimental 
Station (LBES) in building the foundation of  the 
ecopark in contribution for sustainable development 
of  the environment. From then on, continuous 
coordination was done between the two agencies. 
Whenever FPIP requested for assistance, the ERDB 
staff  is always ready to lend a helping hand. 

The new website of  BCH (Biosafety Clearing 
House) Pilipinas was launched on August 7, 
2008 in PAWB (Protected Areas and Wildlife 

Bureau); August 19, 2008 in Cebu City in coordination 
with the DA (Department of  Agriculture), Region 7; 
and on August 21, 2008 in Davao City in coordination 
with the DENR (Department of  Environment and 
Natural Resources), Reg. 11.

The BCH is an information exchange mechanism that 
provides an open and easy access to key information 
about Living Modified Organisms (LMOs). It was 
established in compliance with article 20 of  the 
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.

The Cartagena Protocol, on the other hand, is a 
supplemental agreement of  the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD) adopted by the Conference 
of  the Parties (COP) on 22 January 2000 to protect 

biodiversity from the potential risks posed by LMOs 
resulting from modern biotechnology.

The BCH provides the mechanism by which Parties 
are informed about final decisions regarding domestic 
use (including placing on the market) of  LMOs that 
may be subject to transboundary movement for 
food, feed or for processing. It likewise facilitates 
the exchange of  scientific, technical, environmental 
and legal information on, and experience with, 
living modified organisms. It also assists Parties to 
implement the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.

To make the BCH work, governments need to put 
in place lines of  communication and information 
exchange to ensure that information that should be 
made available through the BCH is placed in a timely 
and appropriate fashion. Likewise, it must be guided 

New Website of BCH Pilipinas launched

Ü next page

New foresters’ oath taking; Dr. Lapis is guest speaker

Dr. Aida B. Lapis was the guest speaker during 
the  oath taking ceremonies and thanksgiving 
for the successful forester examinees held in 

Manila Hotel last August 3, 2008 .

Dr. Lapis opened her speech by recalling her story when 
she passed the licensure exam. She shared how very 
thrilled and excited she was, and very fortunate to belong 
to the first batch of  examinees of  1972 when they never 
had any review nor mentor to prepare them for the 
exam.

She challenged the new professionals on the changes 
and tests in the forestry realm and enumerated the 

expectations, contributions, roles and issues on forestry. 
She further gave an example of  a leader in the forestry 
profession - Nelson Mandela who successfully fulfilled 
his commitment that triggered a significant change in 
humanity. She shared Mandela’s 8 lessons of  leadership 
which the Time Magazine attributed to him.

The importance of  practicing stewardship principles of  
reducing, reusing and recycling, the lifestyle on buying 
and consuming less, simplifying and repairing were 
emphasized as she came close to the end of  her speech. 
She ended by challenging the new foresters on the 
continuous pursuit of  passion for service and excellence. 
Eufemia Mae B. Palicpic, Office of the Director

FPIP acknowledges ERDB... from page 4 Some indigenous species planted were: ipil, white 
lauan, palosapis,dalingdingan, and Philippine teak. 
In addition, there were also some bamboo species 
planted such as giant bamboo, Taiwan bamboo, 
yellow bamboo, iron bamboo, and kawayan-kiling.

Angelito Exconde, Section Chief  of  LBES commented 
on extending assistance to clienteles in general, “These are 
opportunities to transfer different technologies we have 
developed. The adaptors or clientele in one way or another 
can verify that our technology is adoptable and acceptable”.

“We may have the best technology, but, if  we don’t 
connect, it is useless,” Exconde concluded. Zhiela 
A. Alcantara, TDD
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by the principle of  inclusiveness, transparency and equity, and 
to be open to all governments. Finally, a party must nominate 
a national focal point for the BCH.

The benefits from the BCH include: a) access to information 
about the national laws, regulations and guidelines of  other 
Parties; b) ensure, by posting up-to-date information on the 
BCH, that all potential exporters of  LMOs to their country, 
or those who wish to transport LMOs across their territory, 
are aware of  their national regulatory requirements; c) access 
to information about capacity building and other assistance 
available to support implementation of  the Protocol; and 
d) ensure that the relevant authorities in other countries can 
quickly find out who to inform in the event of  an accidental 
movement of  LMOs into their territory.

BCH Pilipinas is a central repository of  all biosafety related 
information generated from the National Committee on 
Biosafety of  the Philippines (NCBP) and the Competent 
National Authorities (CNAs);  DA, DENR, DOH and 
DOST. It also serves as an information exchange venue for 
providers and users of  biosafety information.

The Government Departments which are involved in the 
implementation of  the regulation of  LMOs are: a) DOST 
which is responsible for the review and assessment of  LMOs 
intended for contained use (laboratory, screen house, green 
house and confined test); b) DA which is responsible for 

the regulation of  plants and plant products derived from the 
use of  modern biotechnology, fisheries and other aquatic 
resources, domesticated animals and biological products 
used for animal husbandry or veterinary purposes and 
genetically modified biological control agents; c) DENR 
which is responsible for the regulation of  LMOs intended 
for bioremediation, the improvement of  forest genetic 
resources, and wildlife genetic resources, applications 
of  modern biotechnology with potential impact on the 
conservation and sustainable use of  biodiversity. The DENR 
also ensures that environmental assessments are done and 
impacts are identified in biosafety decisions; and d) DOH 
which is responsible for the regulation of  food, including 
drugs (biopharmaceuticals), cosmetics and medical devices 
derived from products of  modern biotechnology. The DOH 
also ensures that environmental health impact assessments 
are reviewed and evaluated for biosafety decisions when 
applicable.

Any biosafety related information may be submitted to 
DOST, DA, DENR and DOH. The information available 
in the BCH Pilipinas include: National Contacts, Laws 
and Regulations, Decisions and Declarations on LMOs, 
Risk Assessment of  Approved Regulated Articles. Unique 
Identification of  approved Regulated Articles, Capacity 
Building, Roster of  Experts and National Reports.

The information will be updated weekly while newly 
approved regulated articles will be posted as soon as they are 
available. Marla V. Cambay, TDD

New Website... from page 4

The ERDB-GADFPS conducted the regular 
Gising Diwa activities in Majayjay and Cavinti, 
Laguna. The lecture activity was held last June 30 

and July 28, 2008 at the Gagalot Taytay Elementary School 
in Majayjay, Laguna and at the Talaongan West Elemen-
tary School and Lumot National High School in Cavinti, 
Laguna, respectively.

Gising Diwa is a lecture series on environment and natural 
resources for public elementary and high schools in Laguna. 
It aims to promote awareness among pupils/students on 
environment and natural resources conservation and deve-
lopment.

The Gising Diwa seminar was spearheaded by the Informa-
tion and Education Campaign (IEC) Committee with as-
sistance from the Training and Special Events Committee of  
the ERDB-GADFPS. Resource persons were For. Romana 
A. Mauricio of  the Forest Ecosystem Research Division 
(FERD) and For. Josephine B. Tanudtanud of  the Upland 

Farms Ecosystem Research Division (UFERD). They dis-
cussed the importance of  water as a natural resource (Water 
is Life) and interaction of  various organisms and other living 
creatures in the ecosystem (Web of  Life), respectively.

Around eighty-four (84) and seventy (70) pupils from 
grades 4, 5 and 6 of  the Gagalot Taytay Elementary School 
and Talaongan West Elementary School , respectively were 
in attendance. Their respective principals and teacher-
advisers were also present during the activity.

On the other hand, from the Lumot National High School, 
one hundred seventy (170) students (3rd and 4th year) at-
tended the Gising Diwa. Ms. Norma T. Tablico, the school 
principal and four (4) teachers were also around. Moreover, 
three (3) personnel from the NAPOCOR, particularly 
from the Caliraya Lumot Watershed Area Team (CLWAT), 
headed by Mr. Gregory Paredes were present to support 
the activity.

ERDB-GAD Focal Point System conducts Gising Diwa in 
three schools in Laguna

Ü next page
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Contributions from all employees are welcome as per 
guidelines set in ERDB Memo. dated Aug. 31, 2007. This Newsletter 
is produced quarterly in coordination with all Offices, Divisions and 
Units of  the ERDB.

Executive Advisers : Leuvina M. Tandug
  Lope A. Calanog

Editorial Adviser :            Eliseo M. Baltazar

Managing Editor : Marla V. Cambay

Assistant Editor :            Carmelita G. Reyes

Layout : Liberato A. Bacod

Proofreading/ : Flora B. Palicpic
Circulation  Eduardo M. Tolentino

Printing :            Celso A. Luna

Photography                   :              Gino S. Laforteza

It was a fruitful endeavor as both elementary pupils and 
high school students showed active participation and 
enthusiasm during the lectures, poster drawing and team 
building activities. Ma. Vienna O. Austria, UFERD

ERDB-GAD... from page 5

The Seminar on Ecological Solid Waste Manage-
ment System was held on Aug. 27, 2008 at the 
ERDB Auditorium.

The seminar which was attended by the ERDB employees 
was held in accordance with the DENR memorandum 
dated July 15, 2008 regarding electricity conservation and 
solid waste management.

According to Dr. Leuvina Tandug, the memorandum was 
issued in accordance with the directive of  President Gloria 
Arroyo dated June 2, 2008 on Electricity and Fuel Saving 
Measures.

Dr. Tandug mentioned the guidelines on the assessment 
of  3 Ps in the Waste Management such as Policy, Promo-
tion and Awareness, and People and Practices. She also 

Seminar on Ecological Solid Waste Management System      
      held in ERDB

For. Angelito Exconde, Section Chief  of  the Los 
Baños Experiment Station (LBES) lectured on 
managing stress during the Monthly Technical 

Seminar Series (MTSS) dated July 23, 2008 at the ERDB 
Auditorium, Los Baños, Laguna.

Unlike the traditional way wherein the researchers 
discussed their studies on technical matters, this topic was 
different. It is informative yet substantial to everyone. “I 
thought of  a topic that is something new yet applicable 
to the current situation and that is stress management” 
Exconde said. 

He defined stress as the physiological and psychological 
response to events that upset our personal balance. He 
further noted that it may vary from one person to another, 
some experience physical symptoms others are more 
on emotion. Stressors or pressures and demands cause 
stress. Symptoms, external and internal factor of  stress, 
emotional, health, and chronic effects were also discussed.

Info sharing on stress management
“Isang pamilya tayo, let us accept each other to the extent 
that we should extend our love for each other. In that way 
we could lessen stress. To top it all, PRAYER remains to 
be the best solution to overcome stress… smile and have 
stress-free life!” Exconde ended with an advice. Zhiela A. 
Alcantara, TDD

discussed the classification of  waste, and the different 
signages, posters that could possibly be placed within the 
vicinity of  ERDB.

For. Gregorio Santos, Jr. tackled the reasons why we need 
to manage our solid waste, the factors that contribute to 
the Solid Waste Management problem, and the laws related 
to Solid Waste Management and its functional elements.

Ms. Rosalinda Reaviles presented the Action Plan on Solid 
Waste Management which includes the activities, respon-
sible person and timetable for each activity.

Finally, Dr. Lope A. Calanog provided a summary of  what 
has been discussed in the seminar. He expressed his hope 
that the lectures will be put into practice. Marla V. Cam-
bay, TDD

August 2008
5   2008 Ugnay Award - Presentation of  the 2006-2007 Highlights of      

  Accomplishments, OIC Director Tandug as Evaluator/Member of  External    
  Evaluation Committee (EEC)

11  DENR Secretary’s Birthday Celebration/Inauguration of  the Hearing Room,   
 DENR, Q.C.

September 2008
1    Sylvatrop Board Meeting with AD Calanog, NAMRIA, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig             

  City
18    31st PCARRD Governing Council Meeting, DOST, Bicutan, Taguig City
25    Budget Hearing - sub committee on ENR, Batasang Pambansa, Q.C.
26    Presentation of  draft legislative agenda of  the DENR, Days Hotel, Tagaytay City
26    NCBP Regular Meeting, DOST, Bicutan, Taguig City
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