
ERDB Newsletter
Vol. 1 No. 2 October - December 2007

DENR

INSIDE:      2  EDITORIAL  3  Special Order No. 57 creates ERDB policy technical working group     4 BP  5 Conducts Training-Workshop 
on Development and Implementation of the ENR Extension Program   4  New guidelines governing the provision of technical assistance set    5  
3rd  DENR Research Sector Management Conference held  in Iloilo City     5  Rattan expert attends policy forum    6  Highlights of DENR USEC 
Manuel  Gerochi’s address to the 3rd Research Sector Management Conference 

October 2007
13 National Committee on Biosafety of the 

Philippines (NCBP) Meeting, DOST Bicutan, 
Taguig, Metro Manila

26 PCARRD Governing Council Meeting, DOST 
Bicutan, Taguig, Metro Manila

30 Global Summit on Sustainable Bamboo and 
Rattan Development and 10th Anniversary of the 
International Network on Bamboo and Rattan 
(INBAR) held in Beijing, China

November 2007
Oct. 30- Nov.3  Global Summit on Sustainable Bamboo 

and Rattan Development and 10th Anniversary 
of the International Network on Bamboo and 
Rattan (INBAR) held in Beijing, China 

December 2007
7 PCARRD Governing Council Meeting, DOST    

Bicutan, Taguig, Metro Manila
8 NCBP Meeting, DOST Bicutan, Metro Manila
10 - 13 3rd DENR Research Sector Management 
       Conference, Sarabia Manor Hotel, Iloilo City

Director’s Engagements

E   mployees’ Day activities marked the closing of 
2007 - a year when a new Director was installed 
in the person of  Marcial C. Amaro, Jr,  and 5 

RDE  banner programs were launched, thus revitalizing 
teamwork and coordination with the ERDS, Bureaus and 
DENR offices.

As part of this special day, a thanksgiving mass and 
a program were held last Dec. 18, 2007 at the ERDB 
Auditorium. 

In the morning, parlor games were held participated in by 
the ERDB employees and the EXECOM members who 
played in the spirit of camaraderie. In the afternoon, variety 
of presentations were made by each Division including the 
Office of the Director, whose staff  showed their talents in 
singing, dancing and acting. 

2007 ERDB activities culminate in
 Employees’ Day  

ERDB retains overall 
Pasko sa Gubat crown

Blessing of ERDB 
Mini Gym and 
Multipurpose Hall

T                        he ERDB Mini Gym and Multipurpose      
 Hall were inaugurated last Dec. 18, 2007 
after the mass held at the ERDB Auditorium 

during the ERDB Employees’ Day. The mass and 
blessing were officiated by Fr. Thor Villacarlos, 
Parish Priest of the Saint Therese of the Child of 

E      RDB retained the overall championship  
 crown in Pasko sa Gubat held at the  
  ERDB and UPCFNR campus on December 

4-7, 2008. For the 3rd straight year - 2005-2007, 
ERDB became the overall champion of the contest. 
ERDB garnered an overall score of 168 points.  It was 
followed by FPRDI with 159 points and CFNR came in 
third with 143 points.
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Editorial

Before the last event, (marathon) the FPRDI was 
leading the games with 2 points in the overall standing 
over the second running ERDB.

ERDB retains overall...
from page 1

ERDB ruled the last event, the marathon, men and 
women categories. ERDB was also the champion in 
dama and  chess.

The marathon event (men) was ruled by ERDB 
runners:Almiro Altoveros, Edison Pasuquin, Artflo 
Orense, and Joel Rafols while the women runners are: 
Shiela Alcantara, Myla Guy, Fe Ociones and Yrah Joy 
Panizales. Marla Cambay/Russel Olan

The Administrative Division’s staff performed three 
dances. In the first dance, the women danced “Hagibis” 
in men’s costume. For the second number, the men 
performed a dance to the tune of “Bulaklak” in 
hawaiian costume and the last dance number was the 
theme from High School Musical “We’re All in this 
Together”.

The Technology Development Division presented a dance 
number to the tune of “Makulay ang Buhay” and “Papaya”.

The Forest Ecosytem Research Division’s personnel 
performed a modern dance to the tune of “Sasakyan Kita, 
Bulaklak, Jumbo Hotdog, Papaya and Sta. Claus is Coming 
to Town”.

The Coastal Division’s staff prepared a modern dance to the 
tune of “Mosquito” and the Grassland Division danced to 
the tune of “Ikembot Mo”.

The program was highlighted by a Christmas message 
by Dir. Mars Amaro where he expressed his thanks for 
the support and contribution of all employees, encour-
aging everyone to keep up their enthusiasm and energy 
and mentioned his hopes and wishes for a more eventful 
year ahead.

The Office of the Director presented an interpretative dance 

2007 ERDB Activities. . .
from page 1
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It has been another eventful good year for ERDB 
considering the headways in the Banner Programs, 
specifically the National IEC and Capacity Enhancement 
components. In particular, the bureau reestablished its 
leadership and coordination with the regional research 
offices and technology transfer staff to bring about a 
collective, unified implementation of IEC work dealing 
with media linkage and releases, exhibits, posters of 
ENR technologies, publishing the ENR techno-bulletin 
and formulating guidelines for promotional activities and 
extension services. 

Such efforts, however, were felt as a long overdue 
work and could have been the focus of attention in the 
past years. Considering this situation, the ERDB and 
the regional techno transfer offices must now pursue 
subsequent activities to sustain what has been done 
in 2007, because for 2008, all projects and activities 
pertaining to technology transfer will be classified as 
regular activities and no longer form part of the banner 
programs. 

Given this background, the ERDB and the ERDS 

are faced with a challenge of finding the proper niche 
of the research sector’s IEC and extension concerns. 
For instance, finding the proper niche implies that we 
have to come up with publications that separate us from 
other institutions not only because our publications are 
designed for the Environment and Natural Resources 
sector. To elaborate, there are other institutions producing 
publications whose contents also deal with ENR concerns. 
But, the ERDB has “not claimed” its place along this 
position because of the constant problem of lack of 
materials, perhaps, even of lack of interest of contributors 
to write and, the ensuing delay of the publications. Thus, 
the Sylvatrop Journal, Canopy International and the rest 
have not reached a really prominent status in the realm 
of ENR publications. Such publications have remained 
as obscure materials and their impact not maximized for 
so many years of existence. So, the next thing to do is 
recoup—reorganize and strategize what should be the 
solution in recognition of this issue. 

The TDD is given the challenge, or the whole ERDB 
for that matter, to think “out of the box”, innovate and 
introduce new ideas. For instance, what publication 
should we produce given the changes that we have gone 
through as a forest production research institution during 
FORI time, as an R & D institution during ERDB, and 

Looking for a niche

 next page 
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I n order to facilitate and effectively      
  translate research outputs into policy 
directions and guidelines, Director Marcial 

C. Amaro, Jr. issued Special Order No. 57 dated 
July 30, 2007 creating the ERDB Policy Technical 
Working Group (ERDB-PTWG).

The group is composed of For. Levi Florido as Chair; 
Engr. Santiago Baconguis as Vice Chair and the 
members consist of Mr. Eliseo Baltazar, Dr. Editha 
Eusebio, Dr. Lope Calanog, Atty. Alfredo del Rio 
and Mr. Johnny Ebora. The Secretariat is composed 
of Ms. Rosemarie Lansigan and Ms. Concepcion 
Mendoza.

The ERDB-PTWG shall translate research outputs 
of programs, projects, and studies into policy 

Special Order No. 57 creates ERDB policy 
technical working group

direction. They will also assist the DENR-research, 
Development and Extension (RDE) Management 
in the coordination, consolidation and synthesis 
of DENR-RDE policy concerns of all programs, 
projects and studies.

They were likewise assigned to monitor and 
evaluate the status of policies formulated from RDE 
programs and projects of field units and DENR 
offices conducting RDE. Finally, they will review 
current DENR policies, orders, circulars and 
recommend course of action, either for revision, 
amendment and modification and repeal, considering 
research findings and current trends. 

Copies of the Special Order were distributed to all 
divisions and units. A copy can be requested from 
the Record’s Section of FASD. Marla V. Cambay

Blessing and cutting of the ribbon of ERDB Gym (Top), and 
Multipurpose Hall ( Bottom). 

Jesus Parish in Los Baños, Laguna. The cutting of 
the ribbon was done by Director Marcial C.Amaro, 
Jr. and OIC-Asst. Director Leuvina Tandug.

 The Mini Gym and Multipurpose Hall were 
constructed in order to promote the well-being of 
ERDB employees and to support the Physical Fit-
ness Program of the Civil Service. Marla Cambay/
Babes de Guzman.

Blessing of ERDB Mini Gym...
from page 1

to the tune of “The Little Drummer Boy”. The last part of 
the program is a song number from Director Mars Amaro 
who sang “Give Love on Christmas”. Day”.   
Marla Cambay/Babes de Guzman.

2007 ERDB Activities...
from page 2

now, prior to the government rationalization phase, 
as an RDE organization. This signals the call  for the 
parallel change in IEC thrust particularly, the type 
of publication we should be producing, the type of 
information services we should be giving and the kind 
of leadership we should be having as we harness the 
regional technology transfer core of personnel. 

The issues discussed have been lengthily expounded 
in ERDB’s series of Strategic Planning Workshops, 
EXECOM meetings and ETRB sessions. The result 
of which is the decision to pursue a new publication 
for ERDB while merging the three regular popular 
publications of the bureau and the result of which is 
a magazine that will serve as a vehicle to reach the 
general audience but would also cater to the needs of 
other institutions, government and private legislative 
bodies, and policy makers. This move is primarily in 
answer to the need for a reading material that is not only 
designed for research-based organizations but would suit 
the needs of those outside of it. This year, we will be 
producing the last issues of our regular publications. We 
will be initiating preparatory measures and transitional 
activities to properly inform the readers and subscribers 
of affected publications. So that by the start of 2009, the 
new ENR magazine will be put to birth. We now make 
this call to induce everyone’s support to this endeavor.

Editorial
from page 2
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BP 5 Conducts Training-Workshop on 
Development and Implementation of 
the ENR Extension Program

T                              he BP5 conducted a two-day training 
workshop entitled “Development and 
Implementation of the ENR Extension 

Program last Nov. 22-23, 2007 at the ERDB 
Auditorium. Ms. Veronica Sinohin, National 
Technical Coordinator (NTC), spearheaded the 
preparation and organization of the training 
workshop. Twenty-four (24) ERDS-DENR Regional 
staff and some ERDB personnel attended the said 
activity. The training-workshop aimed to enhance 
the capability of the research sector personnel in 
technology generation and technology transfer 
through a training program/knowledge building or 
sharing activities.

Three resource speakers served as resource 
persons during the training-workshop. Dr. Virginia 
Cardenas, UPLB Vice Chancellor for Community 
Affairs discussed the topic on Agricultural Extension 
System: Its Application to the ENR Extension 
concerns. Mr. Asterio Saliot, Director of the 
Agricultural Training Institute (ATI) lectured on 
the topic Innovative Extension Strategies for ENR 
Technology Utilization. He also delivered the lecture 
in behalf of ATI’s Asst. Director Evelyn Esquejo 

entitled “Qualities, Duties and Responsibilities 
of Extensionists”. The last speaker was Dr. Tito 
Contado, consultant on extension which is entitled 
“Monitoring of Extension Activities on ENR 
Technologies”. 

Organizers see this as the start of a continuing effort 
to capacitate or improve the understanding and 
appreciation of the ERDB and ERDS of their roles and 
functions on extension services. Marla V. Cambay

D   ir. Marcial Amaro, Jr. issued ERDB           
   Memorandum Order no. 04 series 
of 2007  dated November 16, 2007 on 

the guidelines governing the provision of technical 
assistance. 

The memorandum order consists of guidelines defining 
the types of technical assistance that may be rendered 
by the ERDB personnel. It also contains the procedure 
in approving the request.

The types of technical assistance are as follows: a) 
providing answers or explanations to simple problems and 
certain situations and phenomena; b) deployment in the 
field to conduct investigation, diagnosis and assessment; 
c) preparation and/or implementation of plans, programs 
or activities to facilitate the dissemination, adoption and 
application of technologies on ENR, including capacity 
enhancement; and d) providing expertise on ENR under 
long-term engagements.

The primary considerations in the approval of the request 
for the provision of technical assistance are as follows: a) 
consistency with the mandates of ERDB; b) priority and 
bias on the promotion of ERDB-generated technology/
ies; c) availability and commitment to allocate funds, 
personnel and other resources for the purpose; and d) 
determination of all relevant benefits and costs.

On the option for commercialization of technology, 
it states that any request for technical assistance that 
shall include the option for commercialization of the 
technology/ies involved shall be approved by the 
Secretary of the DENR or his/her duly authorized 
representative after the endorsement of the ERDB 
Executive Committee through the Director. 

Copies of the Memorandum were provided to all 
divisions and units of ERDB. Copies were also 
distributed during the 3rd 2007 MANCON to the ERDS 
offices. Marla V. Cambay

New guidelines governing the provision of 
technical assistance set

ERDB Asst. Dir. Leuvy Tandug together with ERDS DENR 
Regional Staff during the Training Workshop on the Development 
and Implementation of the ENR Extension Program held at ERDB 
Auditorium on Nov. 22 - 23, 2007.
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T          he 3rd DENR Research Sector 
Management Conference  was held in Sarabia 
Manor Hotel on Dec. 10-13, 2007 in Iloilo 

City. All Regional Technical Directors for Research, 
and the Research and Technology Transfer Division 
Chiefs attended the conference. Representatives 
from the Land Management Bureau, Mines and 
Geosciences Bureau, and the DENR Planning and 
Policy Office were also present.

Atty. Allan Barcenas delivered the inspirational 
message in behalf of USEC Manuel Gerochi.
 
Director Amaro presented the plans and programs 
of the R & D Sector for CY 2008-2010. All the 
National Technical Coordinators  (NTC) of the 
five banner programs presented their respective 
project reports while Asst. Director Leuvy Tandug 

3rd DENR Research Sector Management 
Conference held in Iloilo City

reported on the updates on the Rationalization Plan 
of the DENR Research Sector. Dr. Editha Eusebio 
discussed the preparation of the Work and Financial 
Plan for 2008 and other related planning matters.

The 2-day conference included a field trip to 
Guimaras Island at the Lumbija Wildlife Research 
Foundation and National Mango Research and 
Development Center.

The conference discussed accomplishments, 
problems, issues and solutions pertaining to the 
Banner Program implementation of the Research 
Sector; presentation of the Plans and Programs of 
the Research Sector for 2008-2010; the Monitoring 
and Evaluation Design and System, Rationalization 
Updates; and preparation of Work and Financial 
Plan for 2008. Marla V. Cambay

S         upervising              
Science 

Research Specialist 
and Section Chief 
of the Grassland 
and Degraded Areas 
Ecosystems Research 
Division, Dr. Aida 
B. Lapis attended 
a policy forum 
entitled: When “Non” 
Means Everything: 
Rationalizing Non-

such as local communities, entrepreneurs and the 
manufacturing sectors, academic institutions and 
government agencies; 2) to review existing NTFP 
policy within the context of its implementation and 
impact on various stakeholders and in the light of 
emergent laws like the Indigenous Peoples Rights 
Act (IPRA), and 3) to allow for a discussion among 
the different stakeholders on proposed policies 
or amendments towards a more favorable policy 
environment for NTFP resource utilization.

Eight papers were presented coming from UPLB-
CFNR, FDC, NGO and NFTP-EP. Second day 
activities were the plenary presentation of group work, 
synthesis of group outputs and presentation of draft 
resolution of the panel. The panel was composed 
of representatives from Senate, Congress, DENR, 
NCIP (National Commission on Indigenous Peoples) 
and private sector. The presentation was capped by 
reactions from the panel.

A resolution was put forward by the participants with 
recommendations such as: 1) cease from using minor, 
ordinary and NWFP (Non-Wood Forest products) 
referring to NTFP in all official documents; 2) simplify 
and streamline policies and procedures related to 
NTFP; and 3) support Research and Development 
programs. Dolora B. Bandian

Rattan expert attends policy forum

Timber Forest Products (NTFP) Policies on Sept. 20-21, 
2007 at the UP Hostel, UP Diliman, Quezon City. This 
forum was organized by NTFP-EP and UPLB-CFNR 
thru the Forest Development Center (FDC) with funding 
support from CORDAID (Catholic Organization for 
Relief and Development) and the Sigrid Raising Trust of 
Netherlands.

Fifty (50) participants from national government 
agencies, NGOs, the Senate and Congress, indigenous 
peoples groups, PO industry players and other 
stakeholders attended the policy forum.

The objectives of the forum are: 1) to illustrate the 
economic importance of NTFPs for stakeholders 
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Contributions from all employees are welcome 
as per guidelines set in ERDB Memo. dated Aug. 
31, 2007.  This Newsletter is produced quarterly in 
coordination with all Offices, Divisions and Units of  
the ERDB.

Executive Advisers : Marcial C. Amaro, Jr.
  Leuvina M. Tandug

Editorial Adviser : Eliseo M. Baltazar

Managing Editor : Marla V. Cambay

Assistant Editor : Carmelita G. Reyes

Layout : Liberato A. Bacod

Proofreading/ : Flora B. Palicpic
Circulation  Eduardo M. Tolentino

“  We, in the Department, want to embark on a 
more meaningful delivery of services for our 
stakeholders, particularly those less privileged 

or underserved.”  This was the core of USEC 
Manuel Gerochi’s message to the Research Sector. 
The speech was delivered by Atty. Allan Barcenas 
in behalf of USEC Gerochi during the 3rd DENR 
Research Sector Management Conference held on 
Dec. 10-13, 2007 in Iloilo City. 

USEC Gerochi made the statements in relation to the 
DENR’s pursuit of sustainable upland development 
program for the next 10 years for the economic 
upliftment of the people in the upland areas. This 
thrust, according to him, will help alleviate poverty, 
particularly in upland areas or slopes of over 18% 
which are declared as public forest lands. 
 

Highlights of DENR USEC Manuel Gerochi’s 
address to the 3rd Research Sector Management 
Conference

He said that assistance to upland people does not imply, 
materials or financial support, but also the kind of 
help that caters to situations such as lack of education 
and training. Thus, he urged the research sector to 
look at the issue on lack of  education and training in 
upland areas and devise extension activities that will be 
anchored in the regional research offices. 

“To my mind, extension function should be 
instrumental and effective enough to pursue the 
“building of knowledge” such as educating our 
underprivileged folks”, said USEC Gerochi. 

He further noted that the Research Sector should be at 
the forefront of this concern being the source and prime 
mover, and not just a repository, of livelihood and 
ecosystems management techniques as well as scientific 
and innovative approaches to ecosystems productivity.

To achieve this end, USEC Gerochi stressed the need 
for organizational strengthening as one of the things to 
deliberate upon.

Finally, he encouraged the RDE sector to continue 
to flourish professionally and sow influence to peers, 
friends and colleagues in the DENR and other 
Departments, particularly in giving solutions to 
environmental problems. Marla V. Cambay

Important Dates for 
January - March 2008

Jan. 22, 2008 -  Monthly Technical Seminar   
                      Series (MTSS) - Aurora Jose
                      Title: A Construct for Assessment  
                      of Community Vulnerability to   
 Environmental Changes

Feb. 13, 2008 - ERDBEA Pre-Valentine’s Party

Feb. 20, 2008 - MTSS - Emiliano Ramoran
                      Title: Scaling Up Integrated Coastal       
              Management Program Implementation  
 in the Philippines
                      
                      Dr. Simplicia Pasicolan
                      Title: Carrying Capacity of Boracay   
                      Island

March 4, 2008 - Tianggehan sa ERDB

March 27-28, 2008 - GAD Re-echo Training on   
 Harmonized GAD Guidelines

Would it not feel good to 
see your name as an article 

writer? We continue to invite 
all personnel to contribute 

articles to the ERDB 
Newsletter. 


