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July 2007
11 Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) signing 

between ERDB and Region IV re: Preparation 
of Management Plan for Taal Project (Director’s 
Office Bamboo Room).

19 Briefing with Nigerian Visitors at FMB 
Conference Room, DENR, Quezon City

August 2007
5-11 18th ASEAN Senior Officials on Environment 

(ASOEN) and the 4th ASOEN Plus Three 
Meetings held at Boracay Regency Hotel, Boracay 
Island, Aklan

September 2007
2-8 ASEAN Senior Officials and Ministers Meeting 

held at Bangkok, Thailand

Director’s Engagements

A four-day training/workshop on the “Application 
of the Geographic Information System (GIS) 
using MANIFOLD” was conducted on 28-31 

August 2007 at the ERDB Auditorium. The Vulnerability 
Assessment team organized the training with Dr. Antonio 
Daño at the helm. Nine ERDB staff and regional ERDS 
counterparts from the Cordillera Administrative Region 
(CAR) and Regions 1 to 5 attended the training.

MANIFOLD is a software for preparing maps. Mr. 
Benjamin Balais and Mr. Eric Brilliantes of NAMRIA 
(National Mapping and Resource Information Authority) 
lectured on the used of MANIFOLD such as: creating/
opening a GIS; preparation, creation and data analysis.  

The training was  made interesting through the hands-
on application of the different theories or concepts given 
by the resource speakers.

The 4-day activity is beneficial to ERDB and the 
regional counterparts by way of capacitating each participant 
in delivering the required outputs for the Vulnerability 
Assessment banner program. Angelito Exconde

BP1 Vulnerability Assessment 
conducts GIS Training

Mr. Benjamin Balais of NAMRIA discussses one of the topics on 
MANIFOLD at the GIS Training held at ERDB on 28-31 August 
2007.

Banner Program (BP) Updates

ERDB Director attends 
ASEAN Ministers Meeting

Director Marcial C. Amaro Jr. – joined the Philippine 
delegation headed by DENR Secreatary Jose 
L. Atienza Jr. in the ASEAN Senior Officials 

and Ministers Meeting on 3-7 September 2007 in 
Bangkok,Thailand. Undersecretary Demetrio Ignacio Jr. and 
Director Romeo T. Acosta Jr. of the FMB also joined the group.

The meetings involved three major events: (1) the ASEAN 
Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution (COP3-HAZE), 
(2) the 10th Informal ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on the 
Environment (10th IAMME) and (3) the 6th ASEAN Plus 
Three Environment Ministers Meeting (6th EMM+3).

The priority concerns of the Philippines in these 
meetings include the ratification by the Senate of the ASEAN 
Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution and the ASEAN 
Center for Biodiversity (ACB) Host Agreement, and the 
contribution of US$ 50,000 to the ASEAN Haze Fund.

The Secretary committed to work with the Philippine 
Senate for the ratification of the Haze Agreement by the first 
half of 2008 and would seek approval of the contribution after 
the ratification.
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From their internet search, President Carmencita 
T. Abella of the Foundation of Ramon Magsaysay 
Awards Foundation (RMAF), finally found 

what they were looking for -- a technology on how to 
successfully restore vegetation in volcanic ash laden sites 
using environment-friendly technologies.

They requested Ecosystems Research and Development 
Bureau (ERDB) Director Marcial C. Amaro Jr. to send 
researchers to brief Mr. Tang Xiyang of China, a recipient 
of the 2007 Ramon Magsaysay Awards who has special 
interest on the successful rehabilitation of Pinatubo 
volcanic ash laden areas. ERDB Project Leader Dr. 
Evangeline T. Castillo and project co-worker For. Florita 
Siapno were invited as guests of the Ramon Magsaysay 
Center at Roxas Blvd. on August 28, 2007. 

Dr. Castillo presented a two-hour powerpoint and 
slide presentation. A copy of the Canopy International, 
containing an article on Pinatubo, was provided 
to Mr. Tang Xiyang. According to Mr. Xiyang, the 
information he gathered from this activity will be 
part of the articles that he will write and compile 
into a book on Southeast Asia’s Ecosystem, Nature 
Conservation and Rehabilitation Programs upon his 
return to China. The RMAF provided the souvenir 
book titled “Great Men and Women of Asia”, posters 
of the current awardees and a compact disc on Ramon 
Magsaysay’s life. Evangeline T. Castillo

Pinatubo technologies 
sought 

The third quarter, July to September 2007 has 
been a busy period for the Banner Program on 
Rehabilitation and Restoration of Degraded and 

Marginal Lands. This is particularly true to the ERDB 
and ERDS researchers who have spent long hours of 
library research for the development of a technology 
manual which will be the foundation of testing successful 
technologies in selected pilot demonstration sites 
nationwide. Project leaders, Dr. Aida Lapis (Mined-waste 
areas), Dr. Honorato Palis (degraded coastal areas), Ms. 
Florita Siapno (critical watersheds), Dr. Rhodora Rimando 
(urban areas), Ms. Lynlei Pintor (marginal uplands) and 
Dr. Wellington Rosacia (marginal grazing lands) have been 
busy preparing the technical reports of their respective 
ecosystem assignments in September. Evangeline T. 
Castillo

Rehabilitation Banner 
Program research info 
retrieval on the go

Editorial

Mt. Pinatubo project site of ERDB.

Who has taken note that ERDB, our beloved institution 
will soon hit 20 years in its unfolding history? This is 
not to point out how many years have taken place in 

our lives as part of this organization, but this is actually the span 
of time that we missed having an in-house newsletter to cater to 
organizational information exchange.

The last issue of INFORI, our former agency newsletter, 
came to circulation more than 20 years ago. Since then, there 
was no means of spreading news and bits of information 
along activities and personnel interests. Remember how 
some employees or officials would comment from time to 
time that how they wish we could bring back the INFORI 
publication in these days of the ERDB!

The ERDB Newsletter now comes as an answer to this 
void. So, on top of the weekly information sharing between 
Divisions and Offices during Monday flag raising activities, 
the ERDB Newsletter puts into print interesting facts worth 
sharing for all employees.

Information exchange is important in fueling the 
dynamics of an R & D institution especially now that 

ERDB has started to transform itself into an R D and E 
organization. It is the year of pursuing five banner programs 
and everybody should be busy, research and support 
personnel alike. When many things are happening within 
and around the institution, all of us become newsmakers 
(the subject of interest), writers (or sources) of news items, 
processors of news materials (publication staff) and readers 
of the publication. Given an opportunity to facilitate the 
trading of bits and pieces of facts and publishing a wide 
array of subject of interests through this newsletter, we turn 
our offices into a news and publishing team.

Given the limitations and constraints, this first ERDB 
Newsletter issue must unfold. Like any new endeavor, the 
hardest part to take is the very first step. Especially that 
we, in the entire organization, begin to step into our roles 
as a news and publishing team. We have to take this very 
important move together. 

Everybody is welcome to write articles and 
contributions within the simple guidelines that we have set. 
Your innovative ideas and constructive suggestions would 
help decrease the difficulties. Let us all think about how 
we can sustain and improve our newsletter. We hope this 
first issue can draw plenty of interest and support! Happy 
reading everyone…
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Implementation of the banner program on 
vulnerability assessment of watersheds is in full 
swing with the issuance of Regional Special Orders 

in all the 15 regions implementing the study. Members of 
the regional teams come from the various units of DENR 
and headed by the research sector. Thirteen regions have 
conducted their leveling workshop facilitated by the 
technical staff from ERDB.

To enhance the capacity of the national and 
regional teams on the application of geospatial 
technology and vulnerability assessment  and mapping 
of watersheds, ERDB sponsored a training/workshop 
on Geographic Information System (GIS) using 
MANIFOLD software last August 28-31, 2007 at the 
ERDB Auditorium. Sixteen technical staff from ERDB 
and representatives from the seven regions of Luzon 
(Region 1, 2, 3, 4A, 4B, 5, CAR) attended the training 
workshop. Mr. Benjie Balais and Eric Brilliantes from 
NAMRIA served as resource persons during the 4-day 
training/workshop. 

At the end of the workshop, the participants 
commented that the 4-day workshop is too short but agreed 
to do the personal study to attain mastery of the software. 
MANIFOLD System is considered as a powerful, cheap 
and the easiest to use GIS and mapping system.

The banner program plans to complete the 
assessment of 7-8 watersheds at the end of year 2007. 
Other watersheds which were assessed this year are 
expected to be completed by next year. Watershed for 
completion this year include:

1. Pudong watershed in Benguet Province (CAR)
2. Lower Agno in Pangasinan (Reg. 1)
3. Binahaan watershed in Quezon Province (Reg. 4A)
4. Tignoan watershed in Quezon Province (Reg. 4A)
5. Luyang watershed in Cebu (Reg. 7)
6. Taft watershed in Samar (Reg. 8)
7. Pasonanca watershed in Zamboanga del Sur (Reg. 9)
8. Allah Valley (upper watershed) in Cotabato/Sultan 

Kudarat (Reg. 12). Antonio M. Daño

Updates on BP1 Vulnerability Assessment of 
Watersheds

People are unreasonable
illogical and self-centered,

Love them anyway.

If you do good, people
will accuse you of selfishness,

 ulterior motives
Do good anyway.

If you are successful,
 you win false friends

and true enemies.
Succeed anyway.

The good you do will be
forgotten tomorrow
Do good anyway.

Honesty and frankness
make you vulnerable.

Be honest and frank anyway.

What you spent years
building may be destroyed overnight.

Build anyway.

People really need help 
but may attack you if you help them.

Help people anyway.

Give the world the best 
you have and you’ll get 

kicked in the teeth,
Give the world the best you’ve got anyway.

Mother Teresa’s Philosophy

Dr. Leuvina Micosa Tandug, OIC-Assistant 
Director of the Ecosytems Research and 
Development Bureau (ERDB) attended the 

meeting of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on 
Technology Transfer and Scientific Technological 

ERDB Assistant Director Tandug attends Meeting on 
Technology Transfer in Switzerland

Cooperation in Geneva, Switzerland on 10 -12 
September 2007. She represented the Philippine 
government together with the other 22 government-
nominated experts and representatives from competent 
organizations.  Next page
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The Los Baños Science Community Foundation Inc. 
(LBSCFI) held its 3rd Quarter meeting at the ERDB 
Conference Room on Sept. 26, 2007. One of the 

topics discussed was the report of the Environment Sector 
chaired by ERDB.

The targets of the LBSCFI Environment Sector for the 
2nd and 3rd quarters are the following: (1) come up with 
a sustainability strategy for the Solid Waste Management 
initiative for Los Baños and (2) facilitate regular annual 
celebrations.

For the same period, the following were accomplished:

On Solid Waste Management
Conducted meetings and workshops to discuss the 
sustainability of the Solid Waste Management (SWM) 
program of Los Baños.

• The technical working group was convened by 
Mayor Caesar Perez to discuss the framework of the 
sustainability plan.

• The technical working group of Dr. Dalisay Fernandez 
of PCMARD (Philippine Council for Marine and 
Aquatic Resources Research and Development), 
Dr. Digs Manzanilla and Dr. Filiberto Pollisco Jr. 
of PCARRD (Philippine Council for Agriculture, 
Natural Resources Research and Development), Mr. 
Leo Pantua and Dr. Lolit Ragos of LGU and For. 
Gregorio Santos Jr. conducted a workshop on March 
15, 2007 at PCARRD with barangay officials of Los 
Baños and representatives of various sectors (schools, 
fastfood chain, supermarkets, funeral parlors and others) 
to evaluate the implementation of the existing SWM 
Program of Los Baños and to identify strategies on how 
to sustain them.

• The technical working group met at the Safety and 
Training Center of the International Rice Research 

Institute on 02 April 2007 to consolidate the outputs of 
the workshop held at PCARRD.

On the Celebration of “Pista ng Kapaligiran”
Facilitated preparations for the celebration of the 4th 

Pista ng Kapaligiran with the theme “Ang Kapaligiran ng 
Los Baños: Sa Pagdaan  ng Panahon”. This was held on 
01 September 2007 at the Municipal Covered Court. The 
highlights of the celebration were:

• Representatives of the LBSCFI member-agencies, public 
schools, and other establishments present during the 
occasion, signed a covenant to stop using plastic;

• LBSCFI member-agencies donated computers and 
other electronic wastes, generating a total income of 
thirteen thousand five hundred nineteen (P13,519.00) 
pesos.

• Selected public schools exhibited products made from 
waste materials.

PLANS FOR THE NEXT QUARTER
For the 4th quarter, the Environment Sector will 

aggressively campaign for the non-use of plastic bags in the 
markets of Los Baños.  Leuvina M. Tandug

ERDB hosts LBSCFI meeting

BP4 implementation 
strategies set

Banner Program Number 4 of DENR’s research 
sector on the Development of Strategies on 
the Production of Quality Planting Materials 

is in full blast and implemented in all regions. Before 
its implementation, it went through a consultative 
process participated in by regional partners and ERDB 
representatives before it was presented to the Director of 
ERDB for approval. Several revisions were made foremost 
of which is the eventual turn-over of the seed sources, 
seed production areas, and seed orchards to stakeholders. 
The various stakeholders are the local government units, 
People’s Organizations, academe or the local CENRO/
PENRO in the area who will provide management and 
protection of the identified mother trees.

The major consideration in selecting prospective 
stakeholders includes proximity to the site and the interest 
and willingness of stakeholders to utilize the seeds gathered 
for livelihood opportunity or in the production of quality 
planting materials for rehabilitation and establishment of 
commercial plantation. Prior to the turn-over, relevant 
information regarding the stand should be available e.g., 

page 6

ERDB Assistant Director...
from page 3

The meeting was conducted to collect, analyze and 
identify tools, mechanisms, systems and initiatives to 
promote strategies for practical implementation of Articles 
16 and 19 of the convention. At the same time, it proposed 
strategies on technology transfer and scientific technical 
cooperation.

The report on the said meeting will be submitted to 
the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in May 2008. 
Mary Ann Reyes
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The Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau 
(ERDB), the research arm of the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 

based at Los Baños, Laguna, currently implements the 
Banner Program on the Determination of Carrying 
Capacity (CARCAP) of Various Areas in the Philippines. 
As part of the BP’s target activities, a two-day Training 
Workshop on CARCAP Data Computation, Analysis, and 
Model Formulation will be conducted on October 10-12, 
2007 at the ERDB, Los Baños, Laguna.

 The training workshop aims to enhance and 
develop the capability of national project teams/personnel 
in the computation and analysis of CARCAP data using 
Boullon’s model with the aide of STATISTICA4 software. 
Moreover, this will serve as venue to share the experiences 
of Ecosystems Research and Development Service (ERDS) 
CARCAP teams in data gathering and what common 
factors were identified that may provide bearing on the 
computation of CARCAP.

 The training will be participated in by selected 
CARCAP National Program Team members (2 per region) 
and some ERDB division representatives to apprise them 

about the CARCAP. At the end of the training workshop, 
the participants are expected to formulate an appropriate 
coding design for each CARCAP site/area utilizing the 
processed data with the use of Boullon’s mathematical 
model.

 Carrying capacity refers to the size of a population 
that can live indefinitely in an environment without 
doing any harm to the environment. Once a CARCAP 
is determined, it can be a helpful tool to make important 
management decisions. The CARCAP of various types 
of sites/areas (protected areas, community-based forest 
management sites, small-islands-coastal environment 
program and grazing lands) differ from site to site. Such 
variability is due to differences in factors that affect the 
condition of the sites thus, calculating CARCAP is more 
complex than anyone can imagine. Given this complexity, 
it requires basic knowledge of statistical tools such as 
qualitative, quantitative, and inferential statistics which 
will be discussed during the said training workshop.

 This phase of CARCAP Banner Program is crucial 
and its immediate implementation will enhance the success 
of the program. Salvacion Orobia

ERDB-DENR to host the first National Training 
Workshop on CARCAP Computation

BP5 IEC conducts training 
seminar on news writing, 
poster design, photography

Region 5 RTD William Palaypayon (second from left at the back) 
together with ERDS-5 Technology Transfer and ERDB-TDD staff 
during the training held in Legaspi City on Sept. 12-14, 2007.

ERDB Director Marcial C. Amaro. Jr. (center) together with NCR 
Technology Transfer participants and some ERDB-TDD staff on 
the Training Seminar on Effective News Writing held on August 
17-19, 2007 at ERDB.

The IEC components of BP 5 conducted two 
trainings on effective news writing, poster 
design and photography for the DENR-NCR 

Technology Transfer Division on August 17-19, 2007 at 
ERDB, College, Laguna and DENR-ERDS Region 5 on   
September 12-14, 2007 at the DENR Office in Legazpi City. 

Both ERDS offices aim to strengthen the production 
of IEC materials particularly press releases, exhibits and 
publications. Thus, part of the training are exercises on 
writing news articles that can be published in the ENR 
Techno Bulletin and other publications, designing of posters 
for ERDS exhibits, and proper camera handling to produce 
good photos.

Resource persons included staff of the ERDB-TDD, 
namely: for news writing – Eliseo Baltazar, Liberty Asis, 
Marla Cambay, Carmelita Reyes, and Zhiela Alcantara; 
for poster design – Nestor Leviste, Russel Olan, Liberato 
Bacod; and for photography – Francisco Cabrera and Gino 
Laforteza.
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Los Baños celebrated Bañamos Week on 
September 17-23, 2007, an annual festival 
which started in 2002. The term Bañamos 

denotes the many bathing spots for which the 
science and nature city is renowned. The festival 
highlights the anniversary celebration and the 
392nd Foundation Day of Los Baños. Bañamos 
is a Spanish word, meaning “let’s take a bath”.

This week-long celebration featured among 
others the Tourism and Trade Fair, Search for 
Miss Los Baños “Diwata ng Bayan”, Bayle sa 
Kalye (street dancing competition), buko pie 
eating contest, Himigsikan (battle of the bands), 
Kamus-Tawag (free long distance phone calls), 
Concert of Tanduay Rhum on the Rocks, Spa 
and Wellness, and Grand Revelry (kaleidoscope 
of lights and sounds).

ERDB joins the Bañamos Festival 2007

seed sources are verified, marked and mapped in the field. 
Other pertinent information like tree description and 
silvicultural treatments conducted in the stand (e. g. age, 
height, diameter, seed yield, tree improvement activities, 
etc.) shall be given to stakeholders during the turn-over.

For this year, verification and assessment of seed stands 
is the main focus of the program. Collection of seeds 
from plus trees of identified priority species will be done 
primarily for 2008 progeny testing. Priority species for this 
purpose include molave, yemane and narra. Progeny test 
is needed to upgrade the quality of planting materials not 
only for commercial plantation but also for future breeding 
and rehabilitation purposes.

The development of protocol for indigenous species 
which do not yet have a developed technology will be 
done through several approaches starting with the simplest 
method of propagation thru seed. However, in the absence 
of seeds, micro or macro propagation technology will 
be applied. Grafting, budding and marcotting in the 
establishment of seed clonal orchard may also be tried.

Levelling off activities on the implementation 
strategies of the project were conducted. Progress and 
accomplishment reports from the different regions are 
forth coming. Rafael Cadiz

BP4 implementation strategies
from page 5

Vice President Noli de Castro and Senator Loren 
Legarda graced the opening ceremony of the said event. De 
Castro expressed his delight over the granting of land titles 
to the beneficiaries who have lived for many years along 
the National Railroad areas of Barangays Putho-Tuntungin 
and Lalakay in Los Baños, respectively. The lands were 
the areas not affected by the ongoing reconstruction of 
railways.

Senator Legarda was very appreciative and grateful to 
Los Baños for giving full support and making her banner 
project “Luntiang Pilipinas” a success. She congratulated 
the people for a job well done on Solid Waste Management 
(SWM) in Los Baños. As a sign of appreciation and 
support to the SWM Projects, she gave one million pesos 
(P1M) to the Municipality of Los Baños. Carmelita G. 
Reyes

Contributions from all employees are welcome 
as per guidelines set in ERDB Memo. dated Aug. 
31, 2007.  This Newsletter is produced quarterly in 
coordination with all Offices, Divisions and Units of  
the ERDB.

Executive Advisers : Marcial C. Amaro Jr.
  Leuvina M. Tandug

Editorial Adviser : Eliseo M. Baltazar

Managing Editor : Marla V. Cambay

Assistant Editor : Carmelita G. Reyes

Layout : Liberato A. Bacod

Proofreading/ : Flora B. Palicpic
Circulation  Eduardo M. Tolentino

ERDB representatives to the Bañamos foot parade on September 17, 2007 at 
Los Baños, Laguna.


