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A. Dir. Henry A. Adornado holding a crocodile hatchling 
inside the nursery; B. Dr. Simplicia A. Pasicolan assisted 
by the CAVFI biologist in holding a hatchling; C. CAVFI 
Biologist explaining how the individual crocodile is identified 
thru the cut tail scutes (thickened bony external plates): D. 
inside the walk-through incubator that can accommodate 
10,000 eggs; E. at the slaughter area and F. samples of 
saltwater crocodile skin being exported to Singapore.

ERDB Director visits 
crocodile farm in Teresa, 
Rizal

The Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau 
(ERDB), as a member of the Philippine CITES 

(Convention on the International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) Scientific Authority 
(CSA), was represented by the Bureau Director, Dr. 
Henry A. Adornado, in paying a visit to the crocodile 
farm in Teresa, Rizal last February 26, 2016.  The visit 
was part of the evaluation for the Coral Agri-venture 
Farm, Inc. (CAVFI)’s application for CITES Registration 
for the breeding operations of Saltwater crocodiles 
(Crocodylus porosus).

Before the tour around the farm, Director Adornado, 
along with Dr. Simplicia A. Pasicolan (Chief Science 
Research Specialist) and Ms. Girlie H. Rueda (Science 
Research Analyst) had an initial meeting with the CAVFI 
Biologist, Mr. Rainier Manalo and Farm Manager, Mr. 
Brian Sibongga.  During the meeting, the Director 
inquired about the CAVFI’s farming permit, sources 
of parental breeding stocks, individual identification of 
crocodiles, storage for the processed meat and export 
of crocodile products, among others.

SUC delegates, ERDB research centers representatives, 
dignitaries from LGU and DENR Region 8, and NGP PQPM 
key persons and staff pose for a group photo for the 2016 
1st SUC Discussion on NGP.

ERDB and partner SUCs 
all set for CY 2016 and 
beyond

Girded for CY 2016 and beyond, ERDB and partner 
State Universities and Colleges (SUCs) convened 

for the 2016 1st SUC Discussion on NGP on 14-17 

March 2016 at the Visayas State University (VSU), 
Baybay City, Leyte. 

ERDB-NGP Operations Center (NGP OpCen) and 
22 of 27 partner SUCs attended the said event. 
The previous year’s accomplishments, issues, and 
concerns, the CY 2016 action plans, and the CY 2017 
– 2028 forward plans and criteria for SUCs involvement 
in the expanded NGP were discussed. 

Inside: n 2ERDB and Baguio City  ink MOA on water harvesting advocacyn 3 Oplan Bambusa strengthened through BPPM training n 4 ERDB 
conducts seminar for newly-appointed and contractual employees n 4  ERDB joins World Water Day celebration  n 5  Manila City librarians visit 
ERDB for lakbay aral n 5 ERDB senior citizens plant mangrove trees to celebrate Earth Day   n 6 ERDB conducts 1st Management Conference 
for CY 2016 n 6 ERDB participates in SIPAG FIESTA exhibit   n 7 ERDB joins workshop on Traditional Forest Knowledge n 8 TTPU-UTHRC 
sets up exhibit on CBT process and vertical planting in LGU sites n 8 TPPU-UTHRC facilitates hands-on-training on CBT n 9 UTHRC holds 
Focus Group Discussion n 10 Learning event held to discuss BCWERC RDE operations and management n 11 BCWERC monitors mangrove 
condition in oil-spill affected lava islandin Cordova, Cebu n 12 BCWERC participates in the ERDB-GAD Focal Pointseries of  GAD capability 
building activities n 13 BCWERC Region 8 station head orients Japanese students on mangrove ecosystems and MBFDP n 14 UERD researchers 
join the UNITAR CIFAL Jeju trainings in South Korea
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Breeding facilities within the 10-hectare farm including 
the breeding pens, nursery, growing pens, finishing 
pens, slaughter and storage areas were keenly 
observed by the Director.  

Captive breeding could make a valuable contribution in 
conserving the dwindling stocks of saltwater crocodiles.  

It can reduce the pressure on wild populations while 
contributing to economic growth.  A week following 
the visit, all CSA members composed of ERDB, 
UPLB-Institute of Biological Sciences (UPLB-IBS) and 
Philippine National Museum (PNM) convened to discuss 
matters concerning CAVFI application. They eventually 
favorably endorsed it to CITES Management Authority 
(Biodiversity Management Bureau) for consideration 
and further endorsement to CITES Secretariat.    Girlie 
H. Rueda, UERD

ERDB Director visits crocodile farm ... from page 1

ERDB and Baguio City  ink MOA on water 
harvesting advocacy

ERDB Director Henry A. Adornado (2nd from right) signing the Memorandum of Agreement on water harvesting technology 
together with Baguio City Mayor Mauricio Domogan (3rd from right)  and other ERDB and ERDS regional officials.

In a special Kapihan on Watersheds and Water 
Resources, recently conducted at the Le Monet 

Hotel, Camp John Hay, Baguio City, Dr. Henry 
Adornado, Director of Ecosystems Research and 
Development Bureau (ERDB), and Baguio City 
Mayor Mauricio Domogan signed a Memorandum 
of Agreement March 10, 2016 signaling the start 
of partnership on Water Harvesting Technologies 
(WHT). This MOA spells out the participatory 
extension of ENR technologies through the Pro-Active 
Response Towards Environmental Relations Based 
on Needs and Demand (PARTNER-BOND) program 
of ERDB to the City of Baguio. 
          
Under the MOA, the ERDB’s Client-based Technology 
Transfer and Extension Services shall impart ENR 
technologies through trainings, technology forum, and 
technology exhibits to the City. In turn, the City will 
showcase water harvesting technologies to encourage 
visitors and LGUs to adopt these technologies. It is 

hoped that the partnership will promote and facilitate 
the application of WHT in ecological parks and in water 
deficient areas.
         
Among other things, the Mayor expressed gratitude 
and appreciation to the ERDB and the DENR family 
for giving importance and prioritizing the goal of 
sustaining water conservation activities which he said 
is very much needed by the City. Dir. Adornado for his 
part thanked the Mayor for their proactive advocacy of 
applying WHT; considering that the City has already an 
existing local water code.
          
The event was  witnessed by the media and other 
officials of the City including ERDB and WWRRC 
officials during the special Kapihan on watershed and 
water resources at Le Monet Hotel. The Kapihan was 
anchored by PIA Dir. Helen Tibaldo and Migz Velarde 
of Skycable. WWRRC
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As agreed in the 2016 Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) with ERDB, each of the 27 partner SUCs must 
produce at least 20,000 clones to be planted in assigned 
NGP sites by either the PENRO/CENRO concern. 
 
Ceremonial MOA signing commenced to formally ink 
the partnership between ERDB and the SUCs. Four 
presidents, namely, Dr. Edgardo Tulin of VSU, Dr. 
Honorio Soriano Jr. of Pampanga State Agricutural 
University (PSAU), Dr. Irvin Generalao of Southern 
Philippines Agribusiness and Marine and Aquatic 
School of Technology (SPAMAST), and Dr. Anthony 

Penaso of Caraga State University (CSU) were present 
in the ceremony. 
 
The welcome remarks was delivered by Dr. Edgardo 
A. Tulin (VSU President), RD Leonardo R. Sibbaluca 
(DENR Region VIII), and Hon. Carmen L. Cari (Baybay 
City Mayor). 

As the participants depart, they look forward for an 
effective and efficient production this year and beyond.  
As RD Sibbaluca and Mayor Cari said, “We can turn 
this impossible program to a possible one. Nothing 
is unachievable if we work together.” Rio Christine P. 
Bustamante, NGP OpCen

ERDB and partner SUCs... from page 1

(Left photo) For. Santos demonstrating the propagation 
technique of bamboo; (Right photo) Ms. Famela J. Bonsol 
giving a lectures on HI-Q VAM 1 technology developed by 
the ERDB.

The participants together with the ERDB training team posed 
after their hands-on exercise on Bamboo propagation at 
the compound of Real Estate Preservation and Economic 
Welfare Center (REPWEC),7ID, PA  (Photo by: Gino S. 
Lafortesa)

Oplan Bambusa strengthened through BPPM training

The ERDB in 
partnership with the 

7th Infantry (Kaugnay) 
Division, Philippine 
Army steered a three-
day training on Bamboo 
Propagation, Plantation 
Establishment and 
Management (BPPM) 
to further reinforce the 
DENR-DND Bamboo 
Plantation Project in the 
Fort Ramon Magsaysay 
Military Reservation 
(FRMMR) dubbed as 
Oplan Bambusa.
             
This year’s training 
on BPPM is the fourth 
training since its 
launching in 2014. It was 
held at Kaugnay Officers Clubhouse, Fort Ramon 
Magsaysay, Nueva Ecija on March 1-3, 2016. Fourty-
seven participants attended the training—military  
personnel from Special Forces Regiment (Airborne), 
Headquarters, Special Operation Commands 
(SOCOM), Real Estate Program and Economic Welfare 
Center (REPEWC), Headquarters and Headquarters 
Service Battalion (HHSBn), 7th Infantry Division of 
the Philippine Army and ten (10) civilians. It equipped 
the implementors with different bamboo propagation 
techniques, particularly proper selection and cutting of 
planting materials as well as step-by-step procedures 
on plantation establishment and management. Ground 
application of HI-Q VAM 1 technology developed by the 
ERDB was also discussed.

Training activities involved discussion, hands-on 
demonstration exercise, and preparation of per unit 

action plan to be presented 
for critiquing to their 
respective Commanding 
Officer (CO). For 
Gregorio E. Santos, Jr. 
and Ms. Famela J. Bonsol 
discoursed on Bamboo 
Propagation, Plantation 
Establishment and 
Management and HI-Q 
VAM 1, respectively. 
           
At the end of the training, 
the members of BPPM 
team through Major 
General Angelito M. 
De Leon, Commander, 
7th Infantry Division, 
Philippine Army 
expressed their gratitude 
for the unceasing 

support and technical assistance of the ERDB on the 
implementation of the Oplan Bambusa project. Rio 
Christine P. Bustamante and Analyn R. Pasagdan, 
NGP
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ERDB conducts seminar 
for newly-appointed

and contractual 
employees

A seminar was conducted on April 1, 2016 for 
the ERDB’s newly appointed and contractual 

employees. Mrs. Veronica O. Sinohin, Chief of the 
Technology transfer Division (TTD) gave a brief 
introduction of ERDB including its brief history, function, 
and ERDB’s organizational structure. 

ERDB Director Dr. Henry A. Adornado, gave the 
opening message during the seminar while Mr. Angelito 
A. Exconde, Chief of the Administration, Finance and 
Management Division (AFMD) introduced the speaker.

Director Hans Alcantara of the Civil Service Commission 
discussed the main points of the R.A. 6713 Code of 
Conduct for Public Officials and Employees.  He further 
explained the eight (8) norms of conduct of public 
officials such as the commitment to  public interest, 
professionalism, justness and sincerity, political 
neutrality, responsiveness to the public, nationalism 
and patriotism, commitment to democracy and simple 

Director Hans Alcantara of the Civil Service Commission 
serves as the resource speaker during the seminar for 
newly appointed and contractual employees in ERDB. 

living. He gave examples of the negative and positive 
ways of dealing with specific situations in the office. 
Director Alcantara also gave details on R.A 9585 also 
known as the Anti Red Tape Act of 2007.
 
Dir. Alcantara’s presentation was followed by 
discussion on taxable income and value orientation by 
Mr. Emmanuel M. Cuison and Ms. Marilou C. Arcillas, 
Accountant III and Chief of the Human Resource 
Division, respectively of  ERDB.  Marla V. Cambay, TTD

ERDB joins World Water Day celebration

ERDB participated in the exhibit, sungka tournament, 
and fun run as part of the celebration of the World Water 
Day. The celebration aims to promote the importance of 
freshwater and sustainable management of freshwater 
resources with the theme “Water and Jobs”.

ERDB featured its study on climate change vulnerability 
assessment of coastal and marine areas in priority 
watersheds at the exhibit in Trinoma, Quezon City on 
March 22. On the same day, Ms. Florita E. Siapno and 
Marie L. Joy Zuraek joined the Sungka tournament. 
Thirty- one ERDB personnel participated in the fun 
run in Marikina Sports Complex on March 20. Mr. Paul 

Baguhin and Mr. Almiro Oltiveros won the first and third 
place, respectively in the 3,000-kilometer run.

During the kick-off of the celebration, keynote speaker 
Executive Director Sevillo David of the National Water 
Resources Board said, “Water is a life that should be 
taken care of. More than 1.5B jobs are related to water. 
We should respect the people who work to preserve 
and clean the water to be used by future generations. 
Let us promote the importance of water.”  World Water 
Day is celebrated worldwide every March 22. –Ann 
Valerie V. Gillado, TTD

Ms. Florita E. Siapno and Ms. Karen Rose M. Fortus give trivia questions about water to the visitors in the 
exhibit and Ms. Siapno plays during the sungka tournament (L-R).
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The participants with Ms. Maricel Villaruel 
at the ERDB Special Library (left) and with 
For. Philip Olaya at the RDZ for Charcoal 
Briquetting Technology. Photos by 
MJZuraek

(left photo) ERDB’s senior citizens planting mangrove trees 
in Lian, Batangas in celebration of Earth Day. (right photo) 
ERDB’s senior citizens after their nature appreciation and 
mangrove tree planting activity

Manila City librarians visit ERDB for lakbay aral

Twelve librarians and 
administrative staff from 

the Manila City Library and its 
branches visited the Ecosystems 
Research and Development 
Bureau (ERDB) on April 14, 2016. 
The visit was conducted as part 
of the Bureau’s ongoing activity, 
“Lakbay Aral sa ERDB”.
 
Technology Transfer Division 
(TTD) Chief Ms. Veronica Sinohin 
welcomed the participants upon 
their arrival. She also briefed 
them on the Bureau’s structure, 
functions, and activities. 
Likewise, ERDB Librarian Ms. 
Maricel Villaruel presented her 
lecture titled “ERDB Library: 
Moving Forward to the World of 
Research” that discussed the 
organization and management of 
the ERDB Special Library, as well 
as its services and publications. 
 
The participants also toured 
around the ERDB facilities such 

as the Library, Circulation Unit, 
Bamboo and Rattan Gallery, and 
the Research and Development 
Demonstration Zone (RDZ) 
for Clonal Propagation and 
Charcoal Briquetting Technology. 
They also visited the University 
of the Philippines Los Baños 
(UPLB) Main Library upon prior 
coordination.
 
“We at ERDB are very happy that 
you get to visit our office. We hope 
that you learned something from 
us,” said Mr. Angelito Exconde, 
ERDB’s Administrative Officer, 
during his closing message. In 
return, Manila City Head Librarian 
Mr. Renan Santos thanked ERDB 
for the learning experience on 
behalf of his colleagues. He said 
that they are more than willing 
to collaborate with the Bureau in 
its future endeavors. Melanie N. 
Ojeda, TTD

ERDB senior citizens 
plant mangrove trees to 
celebrate Earth Day 

Sixteen (16) senior citizens (aged 60 and above) 
of the Ecosystems Research and Development 

Bureau (ERDB) launched a tree planting activity and 
nature appreciation in Lian, Batangas  in celebration of 
the Earth Day last April 22.
 
Before they engaged in their activities, Mr. Alvin Jonson 
of the Municipal Environment and Natural Resources 
Office (MENRO) of Lian, Batangas oriented the ERDB’s 

senior citizens about the environmental situation in their 
municipality. As part of the nature appreciation activity, 
the senior citizens trekked alongside the coasts of Sitio 
Matuod in Barangay Binubusan to view the different 
mangrove species present in the area and see its 
current status. 
 
After the briefing, the senior citizens planted a total of 
100 mangrove seedlings along the shores of the said 
barangay. The tree planting activity is part of the project 
for the senior citizens to enhance their social interaction 
and physical activity.  Marie Joy L. Zuraek, TTD
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ERDB conducts 1st 
Management Conference 
for CY 2016

Participants of the 1st Management Conference held on 
March 8-11, 2016 at Camp John Hay, Baguio City.

The Ecosystems Research and Development 
Bureau (ERDB), through the Planning and 

Management Services Unit spearheaded the 1st 
Management Conference on March 8-11, 2016 at 
Camp John Hay, Baguio City. This activity has given 
the research sector the leeway to convene regularly 
to address attendant issues and concerns in the 
implementation of the ENR RDE Framework as well 
as its commitment and deliverables. It also serves as 
a venue to further discuss and agree on the direction 
of the research agenda to fulfill the Bureau’s vision of 
improving the quality of lives of the Filipino people.
 

This conference aimed to: (1) present the updates on the 
agreement made in the 4th Management Conference; 
2) discuss the performance-based and monitoring of 
mangrove and Beach Forest Development Project 
and National Greening Program-Production of Quality 
Planning Materials (NGP-POPM) concerns (SPAs, 
IPTs, Clonal Facilities and SUC Partnership) and 
Strategic Plan for CY 2016; 3) discuss the minimum 
standards for Individual Performance Commitment 
and Review (IPCR); 5) present the RDE Roadmap 
of MDARC, UTHRC and BCWERC; 6) present and 
discuss the final RDE Framework 2017-2022 and; 7) 
provide other information through the Director’s Hour.
 
At the end of the conference, it was expected to come 
up with the following outputs: 1) Updated report on 
the operation and management of the MBFDP and 
NGP-PQPM; 2) Minimum Standards for Researches, 
Support Staff (Planning and TTD) and Administrative 
Personnel; 3) Information on Competency and Training 
Needs of ERDB and; 4) finalize RDE Framework for 
2017-2022.
 
This activity was participated in by the six research 
Center Directors together with their planning and 
technical staff , ERDB Director, Dr. Henry A. Adornado, 
OIC-Asst. Director, Dr. Antonio M. Daño and his 
Executive Committee and senior technical staff, 
representatives from the Planning and Policy Service 
Office and guest from DENR Assistant Secretary for 
Field Operations, ASEC Marcial C. Amaro, Jr., Director, 
Administration and Information System, Dir. Wilfredo J. 
Obien and Regional Director of CAR, Ralph C. Pablo. 
Aurora S. Jose, PMISU

ERDB participates in SIPAG FIESTA exhibit 
Visitors of the exhibit were informed about the ERDB 
technologies. All queries were answered by the ERDB 
exhibitors. Most of the visitors were interested with 
HI-Q VAM 1 and bought kilos and sacks of the products 
of the said technology.

ERDB joined the SIPAG FIESTA exhibit on March 
2-4 at PCAARRD Headquarters, Los Baños, 

Laguna. Forest tree macropropagation techniques, 
HI-Q VAM 1 application, and production of DENR 
charcoal briquettes were featured at the exhibit. 

DOST Secretary Mario G. Montejo visits the ERDB exhibit booth and Ms. Carmelita M. Mojica explains the HI-Q VAM 1 to the visitors (L-R).

page 7
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Mr. Mario Galvez explains  briefl y the 
CBT process.

Participants and organizers of the workshop from the Philippines, 
Indonesia, Korea, Vietnam, Peninsular Malaysia, and Sabah.

Senator Cynthia A. Villar said, “I’m so glad I came 
here, because I witnessed and proved that agriculture 
has hope in the Philippines.” She also acknowledged 
the importance of technology to the development of the 
country.

DOST Secretary Mario G. Montejo encouraged the 
exhibitors and the visitors to develop more technologies. 
“We develop our own innovations while deriving the 
best from the foreign technology. We enrich our science 
with what the world has already known or discovered 
and translate it into technologies that will improve the 
lives of our people,” Secretary Montejo said. 

The said exhibit is also known as the Strategic Industry 
S&T Program for Agri-Aqua Growth (SIPAG) through 
Farms and Industry Encounters through the Science 
and Technology Agenda (FIESTA). It aims to showcase 
the top accomplishments of the regional R&D consortia 
from 2010-2016, adopting FIESTA as its theme. 
Regional research and development consortia and 
other members of Los Baños Science Community also 
joined the exhibit.  – Ann Valerie V. Gillado, TTD

ERDB participates... from page 6 TPPU-UTHRC facilitates... from page 8

ERDB joins workshop on 
Traditional Forest Knowledge

ERDB researchers, Ms. Karen Rae M. Fortus 
and Ms. Donnabel A. Elpedes, participated and 

presented a  technical paper on “Documentation of 
Folk Culture of Selected Indigenous Communities 
in the Philippines: An Initial Assessment” during the 
workshop on Traditional Knowledge for Ecosystems 
Services in ASEAN 
Countries on March 
2-4, 2016 in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia.  
 
With the greater 
goal for sustainable 
forest management 
(SFM), researchers 
from the academe 
and government 
offices from Korea, 
Peninsular Malaysia, 
Vietnam, Indonesia, 
Philippines and 
Sabah exchanged 
research outputs 
and experiences 
by presenting their 
papers on folk culture 
related to ecosystems 
services. They believe that traditional knowledge is a 
valuable input to improve and strengthen existing SFM 
strategies and policies in Asia.  

To continue such endeavour, three uniform studies 
will be conducted by researchers in their respective 
countries from 2016-2018. These studies aim to 
document folk culture related to ecosystems services; 
evaluate traditional practices on forest management; 
and identify the resiliency of local communities against 

natural disaster and 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 
change. Research 
results will also serve 
as inputs for the 
ASIAN Initiative on 
Traditional Forest 
Knowledge in 2019 
to be held in Seoul, 
Korea.

The three-day 
workshop was 
organized by the 
Asia Pacific Forest 
Research Institutions 
(APAFRI), co-
hosted by the Forest 
Research Institute 
Malaysia (FRIM), and 
co-sponsored by the 

National Institute of Forest Science (NIFoS). Donnabel 
A. Elpedes, Karen Rae M. Fortus, FERD

President of the MACA  pledged her support to the 
CBT project. Accordingly, she believes  that  CBT  is  
an  outstanding  practice  to  support  the  recycling 
process  under  the solid  waste  management. UTHRC
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TTPU-UTHRC sets up exhibit on CBT process and 
vertical planting in LGU sites

The setting up of exhibit is an identified strategy 
for intensifying the stakeholder’s interest on ENR 

technology. Hence, the exhibit on Charcoal Briquetting 
Technology (CBT) Process and Vertical Planting Using 
Recommended Plant Species for Urban Greening were 
put up on April 18-22, 2016 and April 25 – 29, 2016 
in Pasig City Hall and the municipal hall of Pateros, 
respectively. The exhibit has been considered as an 
effective way for the promotion of said technologies 
vis-à-vis raise awareness among the stakeholders. The 
activity is also part of the continuing undertaking of the 
Technology Packaging and Promotion Unit (TPPU)-
UTHRC in line with the   promotion and dissemination 
of technologies for sustainable ENR management.

(left photo)  The ENR exhibit  
at the 4th floor lobby of Pasig 
City Hall, (right photo) Ms. 
Salvacion  P. Samson, UTHRC 
staff, explains the CBT process 
as displayed in the exhibit.

The Members of the Metro Agri Community Association 
and SAMAKAT with the UTHRC Staff

Distribution of IEC materials in the exhibit area

Simultaneously, different ENR related IEC 
materials i.e. flyers on CBT, brochures on recycling 
and some recommended plant species for urban 
greening were also given to exhibit viewers. 
Moreover, the TTPU staff provided additional 
technical information on some queries on the ENR 
technologies in the exhibit. UTHRC

TPPU-UTHRC facilitates hands-on-training on CBT

In line with the IEC campaign of the Urban, Toxic 
Substances and Hazardous Wastes Research Center 

(UTHRC), hands-on training is being used as one of 
the strategies for technology promotion. Recently, in 
response to the request of the members of the Metro 
Agri Community Association (MACA), Quezon City, 
Technology Packaging and Promotion Unit (TPPU - 
UTHRC) facilitated a Hands-on Trainng on Charcoal 
Briquetting Technology (CBT) at the SAMAKAT CBT 
Project, Taguig City on April 2, 2016. The Samahan ng 
May Kapansanan  (SAMAKAT) sa Taguig continues 
to adopt  the Charcoal Briquetting Technology  (CBT) 
project in Brgy. Bagong Kalsada, Taguig City. Hence, 
it is now being used as the demo area for the said 
project.

A   total   of  11 members of the Metro Agri  Community  
Association  were given an actual   training   on   the   
said  technology.  Mr. Mario Galvez, President of  the 
SAMAKAT gave a short lecture before the actual demo 
of  the  process. On the other hand, Ms. Salvacion 

Samson, a UTHRC staff showed  the  necessary   
equipment  that is used in  the production of briquettes 
as well as the proper setting up of  the equipment. 
After the actual demonstration, Ms. Diana Gernandiso, 

page 7
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The participants with the UTHRC staff during the Focus Group Discussion on Solid Waste Management held on March 18, 
2016 in Disciplina Village, Brgy. Ugong, Valenzuela City.

PASU of SINP, For. Zenaida Baisa (left) welcomed 
participants at the venue. Also in the picture are: 
BCWERC, OIC Center head, Dr. Alicia L. Lustica with 
Station Heads of Regions 8 & 6, For. Emma M. Germano & 
Dinah P. Favila.

UTHRC holds Focus Group Discussion

As a strategy to generate an updated database on 
the implementation of solid waste management 

being undertaken both by government and private 
sectors in resettlement areas in Metro Manila, a Focus 
Group Discussion (FGD) was undertaken. The Urban, 
Toxic Substances and Hazardous Wastes Research 
Center (UTHRC) held the said activity on March 18, 
2016  in Disciplina Village, Brgy. Ugong, Valenzuela 
City. Thirty-six residents consisting of 12 males and 24 
females from the relocation area actively participated 
in the discussion. Ecological Solid Waste Management 
Practices within the area have been discussed as part 
of the IEC campaign on RA 9003. Salient features of 

RA 9003 form part of the agenda in the FGD. Engineer 
Teresa S. Salanguit presented the said topic.
 
In the end, observation during the discussion clearly 
defined the strength and weaknesses, opportunities 
and threats with regard to the implementation of the 
solid waste management project in the area. Hence, 
results are vital inputs in the establishment of a baseline 
information for the study entitled “Settlement Processes 
and Determination of ESWM Schemes in Selected 
Resettlement Areas in NCR” which is currently being 
implemented by the UTHRC. UTHRC 

The learning event participated in by BCWERC RDE 
project leaders and implementers from Regions 6, 7, 
and 8 provided a unique experience brought by the 
exciting tour adventure – the Ulot River Torpedo Boat 
Extreme Ride at Paranas, Samar.  Participants had the 
opportunity to experience first-hand the torpedo boat 
adventure ride into the rapids of the Ulot River, the 
longest river in the whole island of Samar.  BCWERC, 
whose area of excellence includes biodiversity and 
ecotourism, considers SINP as a potential area 
for research and assessment activities in terms 
of ecotourism services and resources, perception 
and attitude of stakeholders towards sustainable 
management of the site, etc.  SINP located within the 
protected area is rich in biodiversity and considered 
as one of the country’s top botanical diversity centers. 
Ann F. Jumawan, BCWERC

Learning event held... from page 10
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Learning event held to discuss BCWERC RDE 
operations and management

The technical and support staff of the Biodiversity, 
Coastal, Wetlands and Ecotourism Research 

Center (BCWERC) have recently convened to review 
the status of all Research, Development and Extension 
(RDE) projects including updates on financial status and 
administrative operations last March 17-19, 2016 at the 
Samar Island Natural Park (SINP), Paranas, Samar.   
The activity called as “1st Quarter BCWERC Learning 
Event on RDE Operations and Management for 2016” 
was primarily organized to re-evaluate the center’s 
various RDE activities and to harmonize strategies and 
approaches utilized in project implementation.  

The event highlighted the presentation of RDE reports, 
which focused on the 1st quarter updates, issues, and 
concerns.  OIC, Center Head of BCWERC, Dr. Alicia L. 
Lustica emphasized the need to provide researchers 
an avenue to share, discuss, obtain additional inputs, 
and evaluate research methodologies based on the 
initial status of RDE project implementation for the 1st 
Quarter of 2016.  

“Research centers of ERDB are constantly  challenged 
to produce significant research outputs hence, it 
is vital for us to determine the best approaches and 
immediately identify research gaps in order to come 
up with a realistic, doable,  and valuable scientific 
outcomes”, Dr. Lustica said.  Likewise, she challenged 
the BCWERC team to develop an information 
advocacy campaign to promote the goals, visions, and 
functions of the center so RDE efforts will be beneficial, 
recognized, and utilized by the prospective clients.  

Protected Area Superintendent (PASU) of SINP, 
Forester Zenaida Baisa, warmly welcomed participants 
during the opening ceremony.  She presented a 

brief overview of the history of SINP and its various 
ecotourism activities in the province.  Further, the group 
also had the chance to learn and become acquainted 
with the study on Invasive Alien Species (IAS) through 
the special presentation from the National Museum of 
the Philippines (NMP) headed by Dr. Edwin Tadiosa, 
PhD.   Dr. Tadiosa presented their partial/initial survey 
results on the project “Invasive Alien Species on 
selected natural parks in the Philippines,” namely, the 
Sibalom Natural Park in Sibalom,  Antique and the 
Samar Island Natural Park (SINP).  

Dr. Edwin Tadiosa, PhD. of the National Museum of the 
Philippines (NMP) presented the partial/initial survey report 
on the project “Invasive Alien Species on selected natural 
parks in the Philippines.”
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Data gathering and establishment of transect line

BCWERC monitors mangrove condition in oil-spill 
affected lava islandin Cordova, Cebu

Eight (8) BCWERC technical staff from the project 
“Benchmarking and Impact Assessment of 

Mangrove and Beach Forest Rehabilitation in Disaster-
Affected Areas” revisited the benchmarked site in Lava 
Island, Barangay Day-as, Cordova last March 8-9, 
2016 to monitor any significant improvement from last 
year’s findings as well as to gather additional data on 
the condition of the mangrove ecosystem. 
 
Three transect lines were established during the 
assessment having seaward, middle-ward and 
landward plots where six (6) mangrove species 
were identified such as: bakauan bato (Rhizophora 
stylosa), bakauan lalaki (Rhizophora apiculata), 
bungalon (Avicennia marina), pagatpat (Sonneratia 
alba), tabigi (Xylocarpus granatum), and malatangal 
(Ceriops decandra). Among the six species, R. stylosa 
was found to be dominant in each transect and also 
has a greater stem diameter than all other mangrove 
species in the area. In general, the mangrove forest is 
healthy as there are only few occurrences of individual 
trees with pest and disease. Macrobenthic organisms 
dwelling below the water column which are visible to the 
naked eye were also collected and mostly composed 
of gastropods (snails). 
 
A total of 22 species of gastropods were found in the 
island. In addition, Bivalves were also observed in the 
area with a total of five identified species and one of 
them was Gafrarium tumidum locally known as balisa, a 

commercially valuable species. Five crab species were 
identified, three of which belongs to genus Uca, one 
belongs to genus Perisesarma and another to genus 
Ozius (forceps crab). Avifaunal survey recorded four 
species of birds in the area. Interestingly wild ducks 
(Anas luzonica) were noted and the local residents 
have attested to the sightings of this species only 
recently. 
 
The said activity was ERDB-BCWERC’s response 
to the oil-spill incident brought about by the collision 
of 2GO cargo ship and MV St. Thomas Aquinas off 
the coast of Talisay City which caused the sinking of 
the former. The southern sea of Mactan Island was 
heavily affected since the currents brought the oil to 
the mangrove forest in the area and paralyzed the 
livelihood of the coastal municipality of Cordova for 
months. 
 
The survey results show that the area is diverse 
in mangroves and animal species. The mangrove 
ecosystem was observed to be healthy and shows 
signs of recovery from oil-spill. Mangrove forests are 
very efficient coastal protection agent against physical 
disturbances such as wind and storm surges as well 
as chemical disturbances and pollution. However, the 
rich assemblages of species in the mangrove areas 
and the nature of its hydrology makes them fragile and 
vulnerable to such disturbances (oil-spill). Jamiel R. 
Rosales, BCWERC
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BCWERC participates in the ERDB-GAD Focal Point 
series of GAD capability building activities

The Biodiversity, Coastal, Wetlands and Ecotourism 
Research Center (BCWERC) became the first of 

the six (6) research centers to benefit in the series 
of capacity building initiatives conducted by the 
Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau - 
Gender and Development Focal Point System (ERDB-
GADFPS). The 2-day event dubbed “Gender Sensitivity 
and Gender Responsive Training for Research Centers 
and Workshop on the Application of Harmonized 
Gender and Development Guidelines (HGDG) in 
Environment and Natural Resources (ENR) Research 
Programs and Projects,” was held at the Conference 
Room of DENR Region 7, Cebu City last February 
10-11, 2016.  ERDB-GADFPS officers Ms. Rowena 
Payuan, Ms. Salvacion Orobia, and Ms. Gliceria de 
Guzman served as resource persons in the said event. 

In lieu of BCWERC Center Head Dr. Alicia L. Lustica, 
Supervising Science Research Specialist Reynaldo L. 
Lanuza, in his capacity as OIC of the Office, expressed 
high hopes in GAD as a significant dimension in the 
design and implementation of RDE projects. He 
encouraged participants to take advantage of the 
learning event to improve research and technology 
transfer activities of BCWERC.  

Republic Act No. 9710 or the Magna Carta for Women 
and DENR Administrative Order No. 7 of 1995 formed 
the basis on the Guidelines for the Implementation of 
GAD Activities in the DENR.  Hence, the said training 

aimed to ensure that all ERDB personnel are gender 
sensitive and responsive in their line of work, either in 
planning, programming, budgeting, implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation, or even in their personal 
lives. 

The training involved lectures and open forum on GAD 
Advocacy Principles, Global and Philippine Situationers, 
GAD Legal Basis, and Gender Responsive Planning 
and Mainstreaming.  The event also highlighted an 
introduction and workshop on the application of the 
HGDG tool in ENR research programs and projects. 
Participants assessed selected proposals and on-going 
RDE and technology transfer projects and activities 
using guide questions and scoring system provided by 
the tool. After evaluation, RDE proposals and projects 
were categorized accordingly whether projects are 
GAD invisible, GAD promising, gender sensitive or 
gender-responsive. The activity culminated with the 
presentation and discussion of the final workshop 
outputs. 

The 24 participants comprised of researchers and 
support staff from the BCWERC Region 7 and research 
stations in Iloilo and Tacloban City are expected to echo 
their learnings to fellow colleagues upon their return 
to their respective stations to continue the bureau’s 
gender advocacy and mainstreaming efforts.   Leticia 
A. Corregidor-BCWERC

BCWERC researchers and staff participate in the “Gender Sensitivity and Gender Responsive Training for Research 
Centers and Workshop on the Application of Harmonized Gender and Development Guidelines (HGDG) in ENR Research 
Programs and Projects” in Region 7, Cebu City.
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BCWERC Region 8 station head orients Japanese 
students on mangrove ecosystems and MBFDP

Forester Emma M. Germano, station head of the 
BCWERC- Babatngon, Leyte was the resource 

person during the orientation on ‘Eco-tourism and 
Mangrove Plantation Program in Eastern Visayas’ 
last February 2, 2016 held at the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Region 8 
Conference Hall in Tacloban City. The said activitywas 
in coordination with the Department of Tourism (DOT) 
in the region, the Visayas Response Team (VRT), and 
Barangay LGU 83 Paraiso in San Jose, Tacloban City.  
Said orientation was for the benefit of visiting students 
of Kansei Gakuin University, Osaka, Japan and the IC-
NET Limited Program.  

Forester Germano discussed the salient facts of the 
mangroves ecosystems, its importance, and role in 
protecting coastal communities from natural disasters 
and other calamities. She also provided an overview of 
the Mangrove and Beach Forest Development Project 
(MBFDP) implementation under the National Greening 
Program in Eastern Visayas.  Supervising Tourism 
Operations Officer Trina Dacuycuy of DOT also 
presented the Eastern Visayas Tourism Situationer 

while Forester Josephine Agustin of DENR Region 
8 briefed visiting students on the National Greening 
Program implementation in the region.

During the open forum, Forester Germano revealed 
that Rhizophora species commonly called Bakauans 
significantly have helped sustained the damage 
caused by the Yolanda storm surges.  Participants 
particularly inquired on specific mangrove species 
suitable for planting in Brgy. 83 Paraiso San Jose, 
the site of the rehabilitation project of the VRT led by 
Chisaki Sato.  Forester Germano explained further 
that selection of suitable species depends upon the 
zone where the mangrove species should be planted, 
whether landward, middleward, or seaward.  She also 
suggested ‘species-site matching’ as another method 
to be considered as well as determining the presence 
of barnacles, which has to be avoided if present in the 
area.  She concluded that a reconnaissance survey 
should, therefore, be conducted to determine the 
zonation patterns, exposure, and the suitable species 
for planting.  

Forester Emma M. Germano, Babatngon, Leyte station head of the Biodiversity, Coastal, Wetlands, and Ecotourism 
Research Center (BCWERC) orients the Japanese students on ‘Eco-tourism and Mangrove Plantation Program in Eastern 
Visayas’ last February 2, 2016 at the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Region 8 Conference Hall 
in Tacloban City.
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UERD researchers join the UNITAR CIFAL Jeju 
trainings in South Korea

The Urban Ecosystems Research Division (UERD) 
takes advantage of every opportunity to develop 

the technical capability and skills of its staff. As a 
head start, four of its staff attended different training-
workshops organized by the United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research (UNITAR) Centre International 
de Formation des Autorites et Leaders (CIFAL) Jeju 
International Training Center in South Korea. The 
center offers various capacity building workshops on 
sustainability issues pertaining to a) urban governance 
and planning (sustainable waste management, 
disaster risk reduction), b) economic development, c) 
social inclusion (human trafficking, youth engagement, 
migration), and d) environmental sustainability (climate 
change, green growth, food security).
 
Dr. Simplicia A. Pasicolan, UERD Chief took the 
lead by participating in the training on “Eco-Cities 
to Environmental Hubs through Holistic Waste 
Management” which was held last July 6-9, 2015 in 
South Korea. For the year 2016, Mr. Juan B. Ebora 
and Ms. Rowena Payuan also participated in another 
training in South Korea on “Renewable Energy and 
Sustainable Tourism for Green Cities” held last March 
21-24, 2016. Meanwhile, Ms. Jamella de Castro 
participated in the recently conducted “Workshop on 
Developing Capacities on Climate Change Adaptation 
and Disaster Risk Reduction in the Asia-Pacific 
Region” held on April 18-21, 2016. All the trainings 
were conducted in the beautiful and green island of 

Jeju in South Korea. The training not only enhanced 
the participants’ technical capability and skills on 
sustainable urban research and development but also 
provided avenues to establish network with the co-
participants from the Asia Pacific Region.
 
As a new division under the rationalized ERDB 
structure, UERD will continue to strive for excellence 
and engage in manpower development activities to 
effectively contribute to ERDB in performing its mission. 
Other researchers from ERDB are also encouraged to 
avail of JITC’s upcoming trainings which can be viewed 
at http://www.Cifalijeju.org. Rowena C. Payuan, UERD

Organizers and participants of the training on “Renewable Energy and Sustainable Tourism for Green Cities” pose after the 
closing program for a souvenir.  photo by UNITAR CIFAL JITC


