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ERDB welcomes new director

Newly-appointed ERDB Director Nonito M. Tamayo gives 
his acceptance speech during the turnover ceremony held on 
December 27, 2019 at the ERDB Auditorium. Photo by Gino S. 
Laforteza

Secretary Roy A. Cimatu delivers 
the keynote message during the 
DENR Scholars’ Congress. 

In its effort to bring 
together the DENR 

scholars for the last 32 
years, the Department of 
Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) held 
the 1st DENR Scholars’ 
Congress on October 
23-25, 2019 at the Luxent 
Hotel in Quezon City. 
This year’s theme is 
“Redefining the Roles 
of Intellectual Capital 
Towards Environmental 
Governance”.

One hundred ten (110) 
scholars from different 
regions nationwide joined 

2019 DENR Scholars’ Congress 
held

the milestone event. In 
his message, Dir. Ric G. 
Enriquez thanked the 
scholars for remaining 
loyal to DENR for the past 
years. He also encouraged 
them to cooperate with 
each other to better serve 
the public.

DENR Asst. Secretary 
Joan A. Lagunda gave the 
inspirational message and 
said, “When God sees you 
doing your part, developing 
what he has given you, 
then he will do His part and 
open doors that no man 
can shut. Your knowledge 

is God’s gift to you, what 
you do with this knowledge 
is your gift to God.” She 

The Ecosystems 
Research and 

Development Bureau 
(ERDB) welcomed For. 
Nonito M. Tamayo as its 
new Director during the 
turnover ceremony held on 
December 27, 2019 at the 
ERDB Auditorium. Prior 
to his new appointment, 
Director Tamayo was 
the former Director of 
the Forest Management 
Bureau (FMB) and the 
Regional Executive 
Director of DENR Region 
XIII. He obtained his 
Bachelor and Master of 
Science in Forestry at the 
UPLB College of Forestry 
and Natural Resources 
(CFNR).

Director Tamayo 
replaced Director Sofio B. 
Quintana who served as 
ERDB Director from June 
2018 to December 2019 (1 

year and 6 months).
ERDB Asst. Director 

Mayumi Quintos-Natividad 
welcomed the new 
Director. She said, “I am 
privileged to have worked 
with these two directors at 
the Forest Management 
Bureau (FMB). To Director 

Quintana, we wish you 
good luck in your new 
assignment and to Director 
Tamayo, we promise to 
give you the full support 
that we gave to Dir. 
Quintana”.

In his message, 
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outgoing Director Sofio B. Quintana 
thanked the ERDB Execom members 
for supporting him during his 
tenure as ERDB Director. He also 
encouraged the employees to give 
their full support to  incoming Director 
Tamayo in all the undertakings of 
the Bureau. “To all of you, I consider 
this not the end of our everlasting 
relationship”, he said.  

In his acceptance speech, the 
newly appointed ERDB Director 
Nonito M. Tamayo said, “I am looking 
forward to being with my new family. 
Let us all work together. I count on all 
of the ERDB staff and the Executive 
Committee members for their full 
cooperation. Everybody has a role to 
play in the sustainable development 
of our natural resources.” 

Director Tamayo stated that one 
of his priority programs will include 
the improvement of the survival of the 
National Greening Program (NGP) 
plantations. He also mentioned about 
the promotion of the use of bamboo. 

Likewise, he gave emphasis on 
the planting of trees that thrive 
well on mined-out areas. He also 
encouraged the development and 
promotion of ERDB technologies. 
Lastly, he stated that the order of 
the DENR Secretary is to develop 
a research program on agar and 

bamboo. 
DENR USEC Jonas R. Leones 

gave the message in behalf of the 
DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu. He 
said, “Research has a big role to play 
especially in the National Greening 
Program (NGP).” He also mentioned 
about the importance of research on 
the massive rehabilitation of Manila 
Bay. He likewise emphasized the 
need to balance between protection 
and conservation of mining areas. 
He said that the DENR Secretary 
expressed his appreciation 
particularly to Director Sofio B. 
Quintana for being instrumental in the 
rehabilitation of the Boracay Island.

Aside from USEC Leones, other 
DENR top officials were also present 
to witness the ceremony. Among 
those present were ASEC Corazon 
C. Davis, ASEC Marcial C. Amaro, 
Jr., Dir. Angelito V. Fontanilla and Dir. 
Ric G. Enriquez. 

The last part of the program was 
the singing of the DENR hymn. Marla 
V. Cambay, TTD

DENR Undersecretary Jonas R. Leones 
officiates the turnover of the responsibility to 
the new ERDB Director Nonito M. Tamayo 
Photo by Gino M. Laforteza

added, “Today, we celebrate those 
who have strived, endured and 
triumphed the challenges against 
mediocrity to champion our advocacy 
and ignite other’s hearts for public 
service.”   

She ended her message by 
saying, “Be good examples as 
scholars. We will set you free, go 
forward and lead with our core 
values. Be an example of discipline, 
nobility and responsibility.“ She 
further challenged all the scholars by 
saying, “We expect more from you 
that you will do the priority projects, 
programs in line with President 
Duterte’s mandate.”

The activity also provided a 
venue to launch the new logo of 
the DENR Scholars’ Congress. It 
also gave the opportunity for the 
launching of the HR Digest, the 
official Newsletter of the Human 
Resource Development Service.

On the 2nd day of the Congress, 
some scholars gave testimonies on 
the challenges they encountered as 
DENR scholars. 

DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu 
was the keynote speaker during the 
occasion. He congratulated all the 
DENR scholars and encouraged 
them to maintain the standards 
and academic competencies of the 
DENR. 

Dr. Rolando L. Metin of the 
Development Bank of the Philippines 
and former Undersecretary of  
DENR presented the 10 common 

leadership styles. He mentioned 
the 5 must-have qualities of every 
Filipino business leader such as: 
“pagmamalasakit” (empathy), 
“pagpapakumbaba” (humility), 
“pagkamausisa” (curiosity), pinoy-
pride (passion) and “pakikisama” 
(servant-leadership). 

Dir. Aida C. Yuvienco of the 
Department of Information and 

The DENR Scholars together with the DENR officials led by Asst. Sec. Joan A. Lagunda of the 
Human Resource Development, Information Systems and Legislative Afsfairs and Dir. Ric G. Enriquez 
of the Human Resource Development Service (HRDS). 

page 3
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Bacolod City, Philippines – 
Researchers and scientists on 

migratory birds convened for the 
Second East Asian Australasian 
Flyway Research and Development 
Congress, a three-day event which 
commenced on October 8, 2019 at 
the L’Fisher Hotel, Bacolod City. 

In the keynote message,  DENR 
Secretary Roy A. Cimatu, delivered 
by Undersecretary Jim O. Sampulna,  
emphasized the importance of the 
international collaboration as impetus 
for the conservation of migratory 
waterbirds not only in the Philippines 
but for the entire EAAF area. 

The Philippines as part of EAAF 
is home to thousands of migratory 
birds, with seven sites designated as 
wetlands of international importance 
or Ramsar Sites along with 70 other 
wetlands that are important waterbird 
habitats. 

The Secretary’s message 
mentioned the seven Ramsar Sites 
in the Philippines. One of these is the 
Negros Occidental Coastal Wetlands 
Conservation Area (NOCWCA). It 
has a coastline with a 109-kilometer 
stretch – serving as habitat to more 
than 72 waterbird species which 
includes the globally threatened Far 
Eastern Curlew and Nordmann’s 
Greenshank as well as the critically 
endangered Spoon-billed Sandpiper. 
This site was visited by the EAAF 
Congress participants on October 10, 
2019. 

Through the exchange of 
scientific updates and strengthened 
commitment during this R&D 
Congress, DENR is positive that the 
keepers of the EAAF could further 
safeguard the flyway in order to 

DENR-ERDB holds 2nd  EAAF R&D Congress

perpetuate the globally protected 
migratory birds and their wetland 
habitats. 

The opening program was 
graced by government leaders of 
Negros Occidental, Ms. Charina 
Magallanes-Tan who represented 
Governor Eugenio Jose Lacson and 
Atty. John Orola who represented 
Bacolod City Mayor Evelio R. 
Leonardia. Other DENR executives 
who were part of the opening 
program included ERDB Director Dr. 
Sofio B. Quintana, DENR Region 
VI Regional Executive Director 
Francisco E. Milla, Jr., and the 
Overall Congress Coordinator, Dr. 
Simplicia A. Pasicolan of ERDB. 

The 2nd EAAF R&D Congress 
was organized by the DENR’s 
research arm – the Ecosystems 
Research and Development Bureau 

to provide a forum for the exchange 
of scientific information, updates, 
concerns, and status relevant to 
the research and development on 
migratory waterbirds and wetlands 
within the EAAF. Foremost, this 
gathering aims to promote and pave 
the way for stronger commitment 
towards rehabilitation and restoration 
of wetlands. On this note, ERDB 
Director Sofio B. Quintana urged 
participants to be proactively 
involved in the conservation of 
migratory waterbirds in EAAF both 
at the global and local scales. “Only 
when we discuss and converse 
with other researchers do we get to 
truly understand how we can help 
conserve migratory birds,” Quintana 
said. Allysa Marie C. Federio, TTD

Communications Technology (DICT) 
gave her insights on the “Intellectual 
Capital in the Digital World”.

The highlight of the event was 
the presentation of research papers 
of scholars. The participants were 
divided into four subgroups. 

After the presentations, the 

gala awards night followed. This 
time, the best papers were awarded 
with plaques of recognition. Special 
Awards were also given to “Stars of 
the Night”.

ASEC Nonita Caguioa gave a 
short message during the closing 
program. Some congress participants 

gave their impressions on the 
whole event. Dir. Ric G. Enriquez 
gave the synthesis of the congress. 
Then, ASEC Joan A. Lagunda 
led the DENR Scholars Pledge 
of Commitment.  Finally, all the 
participants joined the singing of the 
DENR Hymn. Marla V. Cambay, TTD

The opening program was graced by government leaders who believed in the importance of 
protecting wetlands and migratory waterbirds. Photo by AGillado. Inset: Undersecretary Jim O. 
Sampulna delivers the keynote message in behalf of DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu. Photo by 
AFederio 
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In order to promote women’s 
partnership and participation in 

sustaining the environment, the 
ERDB- Gender and Development 
Focal Point System conducted the 
1st International Conference on 
Gender Mainstreaming for Health 
and Wellness Promoting Clean 
Environment on November 27-28, 
2019 at the New World Manila Bay 
Hotel, Manila. 

There were four sub-themes 
of the Conference including: 1) 
knowledge, skills and education 
in environmental management 
and conservation, 2) policies and 
partnership for clean environment 
and social protection, 3) capacity 
of women and men in coping with 
environmental degradation and 4) 
environmental impact on health and 
wellness among women and men.

ERDB Director Sofio B. 
Quintana welcomed the delegates 
from different countries consisting 
of China, Indonesia, Liberia, India, 
Sri Lanka, Vietnam, Lao PDR, 
Timor Leste and Philippines. He 
said, “Since 2014, the Ecosystems 
Research and Development 
Bureau has embraced gender 
responsiveness for development 
programs and activities of Women 
in Development, Gender and 
Development, and now the Gender 
Mainstreaming.”

DENR ASEC Corazon C. 
Davis, Asst. Secretary for Policy 
and Planning gave a message and 
mentioned that health is vital in 
all gender-related policies. ASEC 
Davis said, “It is my pleasure to see 
a progressive and radical pool of 
environmental scientists, experts, 
researchers, public servants, officials 
and friends who are gathered here 
today knowing the value of inclusivity 
of both men and women.”

Atty. Analiza R. Teh, DENR 
Undersecretary for Climate Change 
Service and Mining Concerns and 
Chair, National GAD Focal Point 
System also gave a message. 
She said, “We need to mainstream 
gender right into the protective 

1st ERDB GAD Conference on Gender 
Mainstreaming held

strategies so that we gain greater 
chances of including gender in the 
solutions and implementations. 
The 2030 agenda for sustainable 
development calls upon us for an 
approach that interlinks gender 
inclusive socioeconomic environment 
with environmental protection, health 
care and well-being.”

Dr. Lynlei L. Pintor gave the 
overview of the conference. She 
mentioned that the conference 
highlights the importance of gender 
studies on addressing environmental 
issues including gender inequalities.  

Atty. Eric Paul J. Peralta, Director 
of the UPLB Gender Center and 
Dr. Mary Ann Pollisco-Botengan, a 
freelance consultant were the plenary 
speakers during the conference.

ERDB Asst. Director Mayumi 
Quintos - Natividad opened the 
exhibit and expressed her hope that 
the exhibit will stimulate their interest 
in mainstreaming gender in all their 
activities.

Overall, there were 15 poster 
and 25 paper presentations in 
the conference. An open forum 
followed after the presentations.                                                                                                                                   
Dr. Lynlei L. Pintor presented 
the synthesis and way forward/

Atty. Analiza R. Teh, DENR Undersecretary 
for Climate Change Service and Mining 
Concerns and Chair, National GAD Focal 
Point System  emphasizing the inclusion 
of gender concerns in the 2030 agenda for 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) (photo 
by John Alfonso M. Abrenilla, LESD)

The participants as they listen to the presenter during the 1st International Conference on Gender 
Mainstreaming. (photo by John Alfonso M. Abrenilla, LESD)

research gaps on the last day of the 
conference. For. Mayumi Quintos-
Natividad conveyed the closing 
message. Marla V. Cambay, TTD
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Dr. Jose Allan Castillo of the Urban and Biodiversity Research Development and Extension Center  
(DENR-UBRDEC) receives the certificate of appreciation from ERDB as DOST’s Career Scientist I. 
Also in photo are: (from left to right) For. Gregorio Santos, Jr., UBRDEC Center Head; ERDB Asst. 
Director Mayumi Quintos-Natividad; ERDB Director Sofio B. Quintana; Dr. Carmelita I. Villamor, 
Chief of the Coastal Zone and Freshwater Ecosystem Research Division (CZFERD);  Dr. Simplicia A. 
Pasicolan, Chief of Urban Ecosystem Research Division (UERD) and Mr. Angelito B. Exconde, Chief 
of the Administrative, Finance and Management Division (AFMD) .

As ERDB moves into the last 
quarter of the year, it is the 

time to assess, recognize and 
acknowledge the efforts made by 
its employees. With this year’s 
theme, “ERDB @ 32: Pagsubok, 
Pagbabago at Pagtatagumpay” the 
ERDB’s 32nd Anniversary and Year 
end Assessment 2019 was held at the 
ERDB Auditorium on December 18, 
2019.

To officially commence the event, 
ERDB Director Sofio B. Quintana 
thanked all the division chiefs for 
cooperating with him during his 
one and a half year stay in ERDB. 
He said, “You will always be in my 
heart wherever I will be, it is still one 
ERDB”. ERDB Director Quintana 
will soon be replaced as the ERDB 
Director by For. Nonito M. Tamayo 
of the Forest Management Bureau 
(FMB). Director Quintana was 
assigned as OIC Director of the 
Internal Audit Service (IAS) of the 
DENR.

The occasion also gave the 
opportunity to unveil the new ERDB 
logo. Mr. Juan B. Ebora, Chief of the 
Technology Transfer Division (TTD) 
explained that the issuance of the 
new logo is envisioned to build a long 
lasting relationship with its partners 

ERDB gives awards of recognition on its 32nd 
Anniversary

and clients. 
The second part of the program 

was the giving of distinctive awards 
to ERDB and Research Centers’ 
employees. For. Kevin Philip Olaya 
and For. Marita W. Briz, from ERDB 
received the most prolific authors 
award. RISE (Research Information 
Series on Ecosystems). It is a 
publication on relevant information 
on the propagation and planting 
techniques of important reforestation 
species, 

Ms. Rowena Payuan from ERDB 
Main Office and Dr. Jose Isidro 
Michael Padin from CRERDEC, 
Cebu were given special citations 
for contributing articles to Canopy 
International which is a semi-
technical publication of ERDB. 

 Special citations were likewise 
given to ERDB Main Office and 
Research, Development and 

Extension Center (RDEC) employees 
who contributed articles to Sylvatrop 
the Technical Journal of DENR. 
The employees were as follows: 
Mr. Reynaldo Lanuza (CRERDEC, 
Cebu City), Ms. Rizalita Maningas 
(ARDEC, Davao City), Dr. Ma. 
Lourdes Moreno (ERDB), Mr. John 
Beinrich Zuñiga (ERDB), Mr. Casey 
Clark (CRERDEC-Cebu City) and 
Ms. Alma S. Uddin (ARDEC, Davao 
City).

Ms. Nida Reyes of ERDB 
received the “Most Senior Employee 
Award” while Mr. Joel Rafols 
was awarded the “Most Punctual 
Employee”. Mr. Ricardo Tanael, Jr. 
got the “Perfect Attendance Award”. 
The “Most Diligent and Receptive 
Award” went to Ms. Cristina Apolinar. 
Ms. Dorilla Cariño was the most 
dependable employee while Mr. 
William de Guzman got the “Most 
Industrious Employee” award.

The Sikap Aral Awards (those 
who pursued their Masters Degree 
without any scholarship) were given 
to the following employees: Lolita 
Villanueva, Liberty E. Asis, Adreana 
S. Remo, Vivian Abarro, Jamella 
de Castro, Girlie Rueda, Jethrone 
Setenta, Rodrigo Real and Dennis 
Gilbero.

Likewise, the following DENR 
Scholars were given Certificates of 
Appreciation: Marian Ferrer, Engr. 
Michael Figuerroa, Eileen Orella, 
Joselito Sumabat, and Veronica 
Mercado. Dr. Jose Allan Castillo was 
also awarded for being conferred as 
Scientist I from 2018-2019.

Lastly, the Most Responsive 
Research Center Award was given 
to the Coastal Resources and 
Ecotourism Research, Development 
and Extension Center (CRERDEC). 
After the awarding ceremony, the 
oathtaking of ERDBEA (ERDB 
Employees’ Association) of the 
RDEC representatives followed. 
Marla V. Cambay, TTD

ERDB Director Sofio 
B. Quintana and Asst. 
Director Mayumi 
Quintos-Natividad as 
they unveil the new 
ERDB logo. Also in 
photo are the ERDB 
Division Chiefs and 
Center Heads. (photo 
taken from ERDB 
facebook page)
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Under Presidential Proclamation 
1414, the National 

Biotechnology Week (NBW) is 
being celebrated every last week 
of November. This year, with the 
Department of Health (DOH) as 
Chair, it was held on November 
25-29, 2019 at the National Kidney 

Dr. Carmencita D. Padilla (left photo) and USEC Rolando Enrique D. Domingo (right photo) as 
they give their messages during the opening ceremony.

ERDB participates in 15th NBW celebration

Meanwhile, in behalf of Secretary 
Francisco T. Duque of DOH, Usec 
Rolando Enrique D. Domingo 
formally opened the celebration. He 
said, “I enjoin all of you to continue 
the advocate for biotechnology.” 
He also expressed gratitude to all 
the member-agencies who joined 

and Transplant Institute (NKTI), 
Quezon City. This year’s theme is 
“Biotek: Makabagong Solusyon sa 
Kalusugan” which aims to recognize 
the contribution of biotechnology 
in the attainment of improved 
health outcomes for the Filipino 
people. In line with the celebration, 
various activities were lined up and 
participated in by eight (8) member-
agencies including DA, DOST, DOH, 
DENR, DepEd, DTI, DILG and 
Commission on Higher Education.

Dr. Carmencita D. Padilla, MD 
MAHPS, Chancellor of UP Manila 
delivered the inspirational message 
during the opening ceremony of the 
NBW held on November 25, 2019 
at the Ona Auditorium of NKTI. She 
said, ”For biotechnology to succeed, 
we need scientists and sufficient 
funding and we are all one in this 
endeavour.” She also mentioned 
the challenge of bringing these 
technologies to the Filipino people. 

the celebration and all the working 
groups for working very hard for the 
week-long event. 

As part of the DENR’s 
participation, the Ecosystems 
Research and Development Bureau 
set up an exhibit on the different ENR 
technologies at the atrium of the 
NKTI. Among the ERDB technologies 
that were included in the exhibit 
were the Hi-Q Vam 1, tissue culture, 
phytoremediation, clonal propagation, 
and genetic diversity through DNA 
analysis. In support to the activity, the 
representatives from the ERDB-Toxic 
and Hazardous Wastes Research, 
Development, and Extension Center 
(THWRDEC) together with the 
ERDB Main Office attended the 
opening ceremony and ribbon cutting 
of the exhibit. Cynthia V. Carpio, 
THWRDEC

 

“Biotek: Makabagong Solusyon sa 
Kalusugan.”  is this year’s theme 

for the 15th National Biotechnology 
Week (NBW) 2019 celebration. The 
theme recognizes the potential of 
biotechnology to address the growing 
health needs of the Filipino people. 
This year’s  lead agency is the 
Department of Health.      

As a kick-off activity for the 2019 
NBW’s celebration, the Ecosystems 
Research and Development Bureau 
(ERDB) of the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) conducted the Enviotech 
Forum on November 18, 2019 at the 
ERDB Auditorium. The activity was 
the Bureau’s campaign to promote 
the benefits of biotechnology.

The participants came from the 
six (6) Research Centers of ERDB all 
over the country. 

Dr. Jocelyn T. Zarate, PhD., 
University Researcher III at 
BIOTECH-UPLB and member of 
the DOST-PCAARRD’s pool of 
experts on science and technology 
was the Resource Speaker 
during the forum. Dr. Zarate 
emphasized the importance of 
biotechnology in dealing with the 
various environmental concerns. 
She also suggested different 

DENR-ERDB holds 
Enviotech: A Forum 
on Promoting 
Biotechnologies for a 
Healthy Environment

Dr. Jocelyn T. Zarate of BIOTECH-UPLB 
serves as the resource speaker during the forum.

next page
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The Urban Ecosystems group as they discuss the proposed researchable area for 2019.

researchable areas that need 
to be addressed such as: green 
packaging technologies; air, water 
and soil pollution control and 
clean-up, biodiversity assessment, 
waste management and channels, 
technology resource updating and 
use of developed technologies 
and strict implementation of 
environmental policies. 

An open forum followed as part 
of the activity. The participants were 
grouped into three (3) ecosystems 
wherein they identified their 
corresponding 3 major researchable 
areas. The  Forest Ecosystem group 
came up with the topic “Medicinal 
Value of Native Forest Tree Species” 
while the Coastal Ecosystem 
group decided to focus on the topic 
“Microbial   Diversity Assessment of 
Aquatic Ecosystem”. The last group 
on Urban Ecosystem agreed on the 
topic “Survey of Urban and Non-
Urban Ecosystems”.  

As a follow-up activity, 
ERDB showcased its five (5) 
biotechnologies through an exhibit 
on Hi-Q Vam 1, tissue culture, 
phytoremediation, clonal propagation, 
and genetic diversity through DNA 
analysis at the lobby of the National 

Kidney and Transplant Institute 
(NKTI) in Quezon City. The week-
long event was held from November 
25-29, 2019 at NKTI. Seminars, 
fora and other campaigns were also 
prepared as part of the celebration. 
Marla V. Cambay, TTD
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As part of the yearly celebration 
of the UPLB Loyalty Day 

and Alumni Homecoming, ERDB 
participated in the foot parade 
last October 10, 2019. The UPLB 
Loyalty Day has become the most 
anticipated annual event for the 
UPLB administration, faculty, staff 
and students where they reconnect 
with the alumni and reunite in the 
spirit of volunteerism and public 
service.  

This year’s theme is “UP Los 
Baños: Patuloy na Tumutugon 
sa Hamon ng Bayan”. ERDB’s 
contingents came in with green 
umbrellas and white and green polo 
shirts. A total of 77 ERDB personnel 
headed by the OIC of ERDB, Atty. 
Simmonette S. Lim and Dr. Aurora S. 
Jose participated in the foot parade 
from the Animal Science- College of 

ERDB’s participants to the 101st UPLB Loyalty Day Parade on 
October 10, 2019 

Veterinary Medicine complex to the 
D.L. Umali Hall. 

Different institutions, agencies, 
student organizations and other 
members of the UP Los Baños 
community participated in the parade. 
The UPLB alumni and jubilarians 
(class ending in 4 and 9) were also in 
attendance.

ERDB joins 101st UPLB Loyalty Day 
Other activities that were 

conducted aside from the traditional 
foot parade were the UPLB Flower 
and Garden Show, Trade Fair & 
Exhibit, Alumni Homecoming and 
Awarding Ceremonies and UPLB 
Loyalty Day Fun Run: Takbo Para sa 
Katapatan. Aurora S. Jose & Yessa 
G. Escares, TTD
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P                 ara kanino nga ba ang research? 
— a necessary point of reflection 

for academics, researchers, or 
anybody who doubts the significant 
impact of research on the deprived 
and disadvantaged in society. 

Sylvatrop, DENR’s official 
technical journal of the ecosystems 
and natural resources, held the 2019 
Seminar on Scientific Publishing for 
the Sylvatrop Journal at St. Jude 
Cooperative Hotel and Event Center, 
Lucena City, Quezon on October 
22, 2019 to address this question, 
among others. 

This event was spearheaded 
by the Ecosystems Research and 
Development Bureau (ERDB Main 
Office), and co-organized by the 
Urban and Biodiversity Research, 
Development, and Extension 
Center (UBRDEC). Researchers 
from UBRDEC and the Toxic and 
Hazardous Wastes Research, 
Development and Extension Center 
(THWRDEC) participated in the 
said event, where the methods and 
importance of scientific publishing 
and proper scientific journal writing 
for Sylvatrop were discussed. 

As the research and 
development arm of DENR, it 
is ERDB’s task to disseminate 
research and technologies on the 
environment and natural resources 
to its various constituents. With this, 
it is obligated to continuously train its 
researchers to properly communicate 
their findings to nurture not only 
the scientific field, but Filipino 
communities as well. 

In his opening statement 
UBRDEC Head For. Gregorio 
Santos, Jr.  emphasized that it is 
fundamental for researchers to be 
skilled in scientific writing to better 
serve their clientele. Similarly, ERDB 
Assistant Director and Sylvatrop 
Editor-in-Chief Mayumi Quintos-
Natividad stated that researchers 
are meant to publish and share their 
findings to the public. Moreover, 
Sylvatrop Editor Liberty E. Asis 
discussed the 44-year history and 
goals of Sylvatrop. Afterwards, 
Adreana Santos-Remo, Sylvatrop 
Managing Editor, discussed the 
importance of scientific writing for the 
Filipino people. She stated that by 
communicating the research findings 
to farmers and fisherfolks, they can 
inspire and empower them and 
simultaneously improve the public’s 
perception of science and scientists. 
Subsequently, Dr. Alan Castillo, 
Sylvatrop Editorial Board Member, 

Sylvatrop holds 
Seminar on Scientific 
Publishing

elaborated on the proper writing 
techniques for the different parts of 
the scientific journal article. For the 
closing remarks, ERDB-Technology 
Transfer Division Chief Juan B. 
Ebora expressed that it is important 
for ERDB offices to build motivating 
mechanisms to further enhance 
research publications. 

Some of the participants shared 
that the seminar reignited their sense 
of purpose as researchers. They 
were reminded that research is a 
profession they had willingly chosen 
to serve the country. 

Afterall, with each peer-reviewed 
article, each grueling round of 
revision, there lies a drive beyond 
personal gain. With skepticism on the 
merits of research, it is helpful to be 
reflective. 

To whom do we owe our 
research? Why do we do this? 
Carmela Kris A. Armilla, TTD

Four officers of Lupao Uplanders 
Planters Association Inc. (LUPAI) 

headed by Mr. Roberto Delizo, the 

CBFM PO officers 
attend 2-day Training 
on Bamboo Shoot 
Processing  

newly elected Chairman attended 
the Training on Bamboo Shoot 
Processing. They were taught how 
to process and cook bamboo shoot 
of Giant Bamboo (Dendrocalamus 
asper). Among the recipes prepared 
by the participants were kimchi and 
pickles. 

LUPAI is a People’s Organization 
and a partner watershed stakeholder 
of WWRRDEC. They adopted 

the ERDB technologies on the 
production of bamboo quality planting 
stocks, application of mychorrhiza 
and bamboo plantation establishment 
protocol. The technologies were used 
by PO members to establish a one 
(1) hectare kawayan tinik (Bambusa 
blumeana) plantation which was 
funded by PCAARRD. 

next page

The writeshop participants and speakers during the 2019 Seminar on Scientific Publishing for 
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The Ecosystems Research and 
Development Bureau (ERDB) 

held the Youth for Environment in 
School (YES) Camp in Camp Vicente 
Lim Integrated School, Calamba, 
Laguna on October 25, 2019. This 
event was conducted in response to 
their request for technical assistance 

ERDB conducts YES Camp at Camp Vicente 
Lim Integrated School 

due to their solid waste management 
problem. More than 50 students and 
teachers participated in the event. 

Mr. Juan B. Ebora, Chief of the 
Technology Transfer Division (TTD), 
shared an encouragement message 
and emphasized the statement, “Ang 
malinis na kapaligiran ay nagsisimula 

sa malinis na kaisipan.” Furthermore, 
For. Nolie Molina, Science  Research 
Specialist II of ERDB, explained 
solid waste management to the 
participants. He also stated the 
effects of waste and pointed out 
that the youth can be involved 
in managing solid waste through 
reducing, reusing and recycling. 

ERDB Youth Desk Officer, 
Ms. Ann Gillado, discussed the 
youth’s roles in environmental 
protection and conservation and 
engaged with the youth in interactive 
activity on interconnectedness in 
the ecosystem. In addition, Mr. 
Abel Banayo, also, ERDB’s Youth 
Desk Officer, introduced the ERDB 
to the students and its different 
environmental programs and 
activities.

The said camp concluded 
with the children’s commitment to 
the environment by writing down 
their action plan on pieces of leaf-
shaped papers on how they can 
contribute in combatting the pressing 
environmental issues.

The school principal expressed 
her gratitude to the ERDB team who 
conducted the event and hoped 
for future partnership in different 
environmental activities. Maureen V. 
Cambay, TTD

 (Above left) Mr. Juan B. Ebora, TTD Chief . (Above right) For. Nolie Molina of ERDB as they 
discuss the importance of environment and solid waste management, respectively in Camp Vicente 
Lim, Calamba, Laguna. (Below left) Gr.9- 10 students participate in a game about interconnectedness 
in the ecosystem. (Below right) Commitment setting of a participant to the environment.

The one-hectare plantation of 
LUPAI is now the source of edible 
shoots “Rabong or Labong” of 
the community and PO members. 
Currently, the shoots are harvested 
for family consumption. With the 
training, they are planning to 
commercialize their product.

A plan to develop an additional 
area to be planted with Giant 
bamboo is being considered by 
LUPAI because of the delicious 
edible shoots from this species. 
WWRRDEC provided a number 
of Giant bamboo propagules to be 
planted in the LUPAI plantation. This 
is to test the growth performance of 

CBFM PO officers... page 8

Above photo: The PO members as they learn how to process bamboo shoots into kimchi and pickles.  
Below photo: The Lupao Uplanders Planters Association, Inc. (LUPAI) members together with Ms. 
Minda Odsey of WWRRDEC in Baguio City and the trainors on bamboo shoot processing.
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To facilitate the implementation 
of the Bamboo Plantation 

Development Project (BPDP) of 
the Enhanced National Greening 
Program (e-NGP) in Western 
Visayas, 46 participants (31 males 
15 females) composed of DENR 
personnel from the Regional and 
field offices, Local Government Units 
(LGUs) and People’s Organizations 
(POs) visited ERDB on October 25, 
2019.       

For.  Wilfredo Canto, Regional 
NGP Coordinator, said “This visit 
was the start of a series of activities 
to be conducted in the region to 
facilitate the implementation of 
bamboo projects in their target 
areas. This will enable our partners 
to learn and appreciate the various 
research efforts and technologies 
on bamboo propagation and nursery 
establishment as well as provide a 
glimpse of the numerous potentials of 
bamboo as source of livelihood”.

At the Los Baños Experiment 
Station (LBES), a bamboo 
propagation demonstration was 
conducted by the LBES personnel. 
A tour at the Bambusetum area 
followed, with continuous sharing of 
information and discussions on the 
different bamboo species, their uses 
and different propagation methods. 
Afterwhich, the group went back to 
ERDB and visited the Bamboo and 
Rattan Gallery where the different 
products made from bamboo and 
rattan materials are being displayed.

The activity continued in 
the afternoon with a visit to the 
tissue culture laboratory where 
the participants were met by Ms. 
Janine Baguhin, Science Research 
Specialist II, Laboratory Services 
Section (LSS) – LESD.  Ms. 

Above photo: Bamboo propagation demonstration at the ERDB’s Los Baños 
Experiment Station (LBES) Below photo: The participants during their tour 
at the ERDB bamboo gallery.

ERDB partners with Western Visayas in 
e-NGP’s bamboo greening project

Baguhin shared the research efforts 
of ERDB and DOST-PCAARRD 
in propagating four economically 
important Philippine bamboo species 
through In Vitro Plant Storage and 
Micropropagation. She emphasized 
that the method of introduction of 
the species in vitro was done to 

micropropagate identical copies 
of planting materials. Afterwards, 
a demonstration of the charcoal 
briquetting process and a tour at the 
bamboo garden were conducted at 
the Research and Demonstration 
Development Zone (RDZ). Liza C. 
Condino, LESD

Researchers of the government 
including the Higher Education 

Institutions (HEIs) and S & T 
employees of the Department of 
Science and Technology (DOST) 
are entitled to avail of benefits as 
provided under Republic Act 8439 
or the Magna Carta for Scientists, 
Engineers, Researchers and other 
S & T personnel in the government 
and this was strengthened/amended 
through R.A. 11312 of 2019. This 
was disclosed by Atty. Angeli M. 

DOST-CAR Regional Director Dr. Nancy Bantog as 
she delivers her welcome message during the Regional 
Research Development and Innovation Summit on 
November 7, 2019 at Venus Parkview Hotel.

DOST sets new guidelines for researchers’ 
Magna Carta
Alviar of DOST Central Office 
in her presentation during the 
Research Development and 
Innovation Summit held at 
Venus Parkview Hotel, Baguio 
City on November 7-8, 2019. 

The event was attended 
by 19 member-agencies that 

next page
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As part of the celebration of 
World Bamboo Day 2019, the 

Department of Trade and Industry 
(DTI)-Quezon teamed up with the 
Urban and Biodiversity Research 
and Development Center (UBRDEC) 
to conduct a one-day seminar at 
UBRDEC Head Office, Talipan, 
Pagbilao, Quezon on October 11, 
2019.

The seminar aimed to raise 
awareness about the benefits and 
potentials of bamboo, as well as 
to encourage community bamboo 
planting and growing as a way 
of climate change mitigation and 
adaptation, and promote the use of 
its products. 

A total of 48 individuals, mostly 
stakeholders of DTI’s bamboo 
processing project participated 

Left photo: UBRDEC Center Head Gregorio E. Santos, Jr. discusses the importance  and uses of bamboo. Right photo: UBRDEC Center 
Head, Gregorio E. Santos Jr.  (center) together with DTI-Quezon personnel OIC BDD Lani O. Constantino and Provincial Bamboo 
Coordinator and TIDS Garciela C. Ledesma.

Marian Manrique, Account Officer 
of Land Bank of the Philippines 
(LBP) - Lucena Branch, discussed 
Landbank’s Kawayan Program. 
She explained how an interested 
borrower, be it a single individual or 
group, can avail of loans from LBP 
to help engage themselves in the 
bamboo business. In the same light, 
Kevin T. Laroza, Account Officer 
of the Small Business Corporation 
(SBC), shared about their company’s 
financing program that farmers’ 
association and  individual borrowers 
can avail.

Provincial Bamboo Coordinator 
of DTI-Quezon and Trade Industry 
Development Specialist (TIDS) 
Graciela C. Ledesma was the emcee 
during the program. Stephanie D. 
Dimalanta and Primitiva A. Galupo, 
UBRDEC

UBRDEC shares bamboo know-how in DTI bamboo business seminar

in the event. Gregorio E. Santos, 
Jr., UBRDEC center head and 
resident bamboo expert served 
as resource speaker, discussing 
topics such as bamboo business 
opportunities, importance and 
uses of bamboo, bamboo-derived 
marketable products, bamboo 
propagation schemes with hands-on 
demonstration, and role of bamboo in 
the mitigation of climate change.

Lani O. Constantino, Officer-in-
Charge of the Business Development 
Division, DTI-Quezon gave updates 
on the CALABARZON Bamboo 
Industry Road Map to  orient  the 
participants about DTI’s plans and 
programs. She also expounded on 
the existing products, markets and 
value chains of the five provinces in 
the region and tackled issues and 
constraints of the value chain actors.

 

has something to do with R & D 
policies and in the advancement of R 
& D such as government agencies, 
HEIs including private entities. 
It aims to disseminate research 
technologies, gather and promote 
transfer of technologies and become 
aware of related policies being 
imposed by government agencies 
related to conducting research 
activities.  Key officials present during 
the summit were Dr. Feliciano Calora, 
Jr., Benguet State University (BSU) 
President and Dr. Nancy Bantog, 
Director of DOST-CAR. 

Despite the implementation of 
RA 8439 wayback in 1998, there 
is not much to reckon with on the 
implementation of the MC Act since 
except for DOST, only a few research 
institutions are enjoying the benefits 
of said law because of lack of funds 
since said benefit is not provided for 
under the General Appropriations 
Act (GAA) but charged to budgets or 
depends on the availability of funds 
of respective agencies/institutions.  

However, under the amended 
Law (RA 11312), the DOST is now 
preparing the guidelines for the 
availment of Magna Carta benefits 

including: no cap on the additional 
honoraria sourced from external 
funds that maybe received by S & T 
personnel, certification for non-DOST 
personnel by their respective heads 
of agencies that they are involved 
in research and development or 
other scientific and technological 
activities and extension of Service for 
a Retiring Scientist for a maximum of 
five (5) years. 

Among the other benefits 
that can be availed of by qualified 
researchers under the said provisions 
include: hazardous pay ranging 

DOST sets new... page 10
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As part of its Science Week 
celebration on September 

24, 2019, the Lutucan Integrated 
National High School (LINHS) in 
Barangay Lutucan, Sariaya, Quezon 
tapped the Urban and Biodiversity 
Research, Development and 
Extension Center (UBRDEC) to 
share the significance of growing 
trees and the proper way of planting 
them.

The research center, represented 
by Technology Transfer and 
Extension Section (TTES) Chief 
Ms. Primitiva A. Galupo, addressed 
over 100 students from Grades 7 
to 10, members and officials of the 
Youth for Environment in Schools 
Organizations (YES-O), and science 
teachers.

Tree planting is an annual 
activity of the school in recognition of 
the value of trees in the alleviation of 
climate crises. For 2019, the theme 
of the activity is “Walking Together 
Through Growing Trees for Life and 
Justice.” Besides UBRDEC, LINHS 
also partnered with the LGU of 
Barangay Malabag for this activity.

According to the barangay 
representative who was present in 

Left photo:  SSRS Primitiva A. Galupo of UBRDEC lectures on tree growing, not tree planting  
concept   and  proper  planting of trees. Right photo: Head Teacher III of the Science Department  of 
LINHS, Yolanda R. Aguas demonstrates the proper tree planting technique  to students.

Tree-growing, not tree-planting: UBRDEC teaches right way 
to HS students

the symposium, he appreciated the 
eagerness of the school to plant 
trees, but was disheartened by the 
low survival rate of the plants due 
to the destruction by stray animals 
that were allowed by their owners to 
freely roam in the selected planting 
sites. This was not controlled by the 
school because this was outside their 
premises.

For this reason, Ms. Galupo 
emphasized that it is no longer 
merely tree planting but tree growing 
that the students should practice. 
This entails a greater responsibility 
for the individual planting the tree, 
who should tend to and protect the 
trees until they stabilize and grow 

continuously.
Together with Ms. Yolanda R. 

Aguas, Science Department of 
LINHS, Ms. Galupo demonstrated 
the proper tree planting technique 
within Sitio Malabag in Barangay 
Lutucan. The trees were planted in 
private lands with the owner of the 
land as cooperator or caretaker. 
This was done to protect the new 
trees from being damaged again by 
intruders or stray animals. A total of 
150 seedlings of antipolo (Artocarpus 
blancoi) and white nato (Planchonella 
villamilii) that were requested from 
UBRDEC were used as planting 
materials. Stephanie D. Dimalanta 
and Primitiva A. Galupo, UBRDEC

The Urban and Biodiversity 
Research, Development and 

Extension Center (UBRDEC), 
in partnership with Pilipinas 
Shell Foundation Incorporated 
(PSFI) through their Turismo at 
Negosyo Dulot ng Ingat Kalikasan 
(TANDIKAN) Program, conducted 
a Trainer’s Training on Carbon 
Sequestration and Bamboo 
Propagation last September 25-27, 
2019 at the Legend Hotel, Puerto 
Princesa City, Palawan.

The training aimed to promote 
the conservation of the environment 
and natural resources of Palawan 
through science-based approach, 
with propagation and production of Participants of the conducted trainer’s training on Mangrove Carbon Sequestration and Bamboo 

Production with UBRDEC staff, Dr. Jose Allan Castillo and Engr. Niro Villaceran.

UBRDEC, Shell Foundation conduct Trainer’s Training on Mangrove 
Carbon Sequestration and Bamboo Production

next page
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bamboo as strategy for soil erosion 
mitigation, river bank stabilization, 
and as eco-friendly and renewable 
source of raw materials. It also 
aimed to provide knowledge on how 
to technically analyze and interpret 
data on the carbon sequestration 
of mangrove areas, which enabled 
the participants to appreciate the 
contribution of mangrove forests in 
biodiversity conservation.

Some 46 participants from 
different organizations, including 
national government agencies, local 
government units (DENR-CENRO 
Taytay/El Nido and Puerto Princesa, 
and City ENRO), the academe, 
community based sustainable 
tourism (CBST); non-government 

The Ecosystems Research and 
Development Bureau (ERDB) 

celebrated its 32nd Anniversary and 
Year-end Assembly on December 18, 
2019 at the ERDB Auditorium in Los 
Baños, Laguna. This year’s theme is 
ERDB @ 32: Pagsubok, Pagbabago, 
at Pagtatagumpay. In line with the 
celebration is the introduction and 
unveiling of the new ERDB logo, oath 
taking of the new ERDBEA RDEC 
Representatives, and presentation of 
awards.

For 2019, CRERDEC was  
recognized as the “Most Productive 
Research Center and Most 
Responsive Research Center” 
among the other ERDB centers. 
Three of the CRERDEC researchers 
were acknowledged and given 
recognition; Jose Isidro Michael T. 
Padin received the Science Writing 
Award for the articles published in 
Canopy International and Reynaldo 
L. Lanuza for having his research 
study published in the Sylvatrop 
Journal. Joselito T. Sumabat was 
also recognized for completing his 
MS Public Management major in 
Rural Development Program at 
the Development Academy of the 
Philippines and the Ateneo School of 
Government.

The highlight of the program was 

CRERDEC as they perform their 
winning performance  during the 
“ERDB Magpasikat Ka” production 
number.

Center Head, Dr. Alicia L. Lustica and CRERDEC personnel as they receive 
recognition  for CRERDEC’s accomplishments for 2019.

CRERDEC bags 6 awards for CY 2019 in ERDB 32nd Anniversary 
Celebration and Employee’s Year-end Assembly

th “ERDB Magpasikat Ka” production 
number participated by the ERDB 
research divisions and centers 
where CRERDEC was crowned as 

organizations (NGOs), the Palawan 
Council for Sustainable Development 
Staff (PCSDS), the Puerto Princesa 
Subterranean River National Park 
(PPSRNP) administration, and 
leaders of indigenous people’s 
groups, attended the training. 

Dr. Jose Alan Castillo, chief 
of the UBRDEC Research and 
Development Section, discussed 
the proper establishment of 
collecting data for mangrove carbon 
sequestration. He also emphasized 
the accurate computation of 
accounting carbon in mangrove 
areas. This was followed by field 
demonstration where participants 
were tasked to establish sampling 
plots, gather and process the data.

Engr. Niro Villaceran, Community 
Development Officer II of UBRDEC 
Technology Transfer and Extension 
Section (TTES) discussed bamboo 
potentials and opportunities 
and bamboo propagation and 
plantation establishment. During the 
presentation, the doubts in proper 
selection of planting materials to be 
chosen—specifically, selection age—
were properly addressed, as well as 
the proper planting distance when 
planting along the riverbanks. It was 
followed by hands-on demonstration 
where the participants were tasked 
to select their own planting materials 
and propagate using branch and 
culm cuttings. At the end of the field 
activity, each participant produced his 
own culm and branch cuttings. Niro 
M. Villaceran, UBRDEC

the champion for their exemplary 
performance. M. J. Blanca and M. 
E. Bautista, CRERDEC

UBRDEC, Shell Foundation... page 12
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The Coastal Resources 
and Ecotourism Research 

Development and Extension Center 
(CRERDEC) took the lead in the 
conduct of Assessment of Carrying 
Capacity Study of the Priority 
Ecotourism Sites in the Philippines 
wherein Panglao, Bohol was 
identified as one of the five priority 
ecotourism sites in the country by  
DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu, 
along with Siargao Island, El Nido, 
Coron, and Puerto Galera.

The carrying capacity study 
in Panglao Bohol took off July this 
year to address the environmental 

Center Head, Dr. Alicia L. Lustica and the Panglao CARCAP Study Team with the participants of the Focus Group Discussion.

CRERDEC conducts focus group discussion and stakeholders 
consultation for Panglao-Bohol carrying capacity

concerns and issues brought 
by tourism activities. The study 
was done in the 10 barangays 
of Panglao (Tawala, Liba-ong, 
Lourdes, Bil-isan, Doljo, Poblacion, 
Bolod, Tangnan, Danao, Looc) and 
Balicasag Island to determine the 
tourism, physical, and population 
carrying capacity. Also included in 
the study were the biodiversity and 
underwater assessment, and the  
analysis of solid and water wastes, 
transportation and traffic. 

On December 9-13, Focus Group 
Discussions (FGDs) were held in the 
barangays of Panglao, participated 

by the key informants. The 
stakeholders consultation was also 
held at the CPG Hall, New Capitol, 
Tagbilaran City on December 20, 
with 65 participants from the LGU, 
EMB, DENR PENRO and CENRO, 
private companies, NGOs and other 
Government Agencies.

The FGD and stakeholder’s 
consultation aimed to validate the 
data and information gathered in the 
study, and to discuss the importance 
and implementation of the carrying 
capacity to regulate the tourism 
activities in Panglao, Bohol. Dr. Alicia 
L. Lustica, Center Head, CRERDEC 
presented the rationale, objectives 
and expected output. Mr. Reynaldo L. 
Lanuza, the study leader presented 
the initial results of the study.

An open forum was held 
thereafter for both activities to 
clarify and validate the information 
and secondary data gathered 
and to incorporate the inputs 
and suggestions of the FGD and 
stakeholder- participants in the 
implementation of the carrying 
capacity results. M. G. Blanca, 
CRERDEC

Mr. Reynaldo L. Lanuza, presenting the initial results of the Panglao Bohol Carrying Capacity Study 
during the Stakeholders’ Consultation.
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The LGUs of Sipalay City Negros 
Occidental recently teamed up 

with the Coastal Resources and 
Ecotourism Research, Development 
and Extension Center - CRERDEC 
to bring about initiatives and 
reinforce support for the growing 
tourism in Sipalay.  The Ecosystems 
Research and Development Bureau 
(ERDB) through the CRERDEC, the 
research arm of the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) in the Visayas, continues 
to strengthen partnership and 
collaboration with various LGUs, 
the key implementers of Carrying 
Capacity (CARCAP). CRERDEC is 
determined to provide appropriate 
technology and information to 
managing organizations like the 
LGUs, to help protect and manage 
their respective ecotourism 
destinations.  Hence, Sipalay through 
its City Tourism Office was keen 
on prioritizing technical knowledge 
and awareness building among 
its employees by educating them 
on the processes of CARCAP 
determination.  

Sipalay Mayor Maria Gina 
Lizares was supportive and grateful 
to CRERDEC’s prompt response on 
their request to conduct the CARCAP 
training. Thirty (30) participants 
comprising of officials and staff of the 
municipality of Sipalay participated 
in the learning event, dubbed as, 
‘Technical Training and Capability 
Building on Carrying Capacity’ last 
November 20-22, 2019 at Sipalay 
City, Negros Occidental. The skills 
training aimed at capacitating 
participants  on the basic processes 
and application of carrying capacity, 
discussed topics such as the Status 
of Tourism in Sipalay;  Introduction 
of Tourism in the Philippines; 
Basic Concepts and Principles of 
CARCAP; as well as how CARCAP 
Computation and Determination of 
Ecotourism Sites is done. 

 Recognizing CARCAP as an 
important tool in determining tourism 
sustainability, the City officials of 
Sipalay were doubly grateful for 
the significant insights gained, as 
they are committed in enabling 

Left photo: Dr. Alicia Lustica CRERDEC Center Head delivers the opening message and discusses 
the overview of the Philippine tourism. Right photo: Center Head, CRERDEC along with staff and 
participants of the LGU Sipalay on the Technical Training and Capability Building and Carrying 
Capacity Determination.

their people through providing them 
skills, resources, and opportunity so 
they could play a much greater role 
in protecting and sustaining their 
ecotourism sites.  The training was 
very timely as well, as Sipalay has 
reached 250,000 tourist visits last 
2018, the second highest in Negros 
Occidental.  The City’s Tourism 
Office also seized such opportunity 
to learn that it could benefit them 
in achieving good governance and 
support the updating of their tourism 
development plan.  

CRERDEC Head, Dr. Alicia 
L. Lustica, on the other hand, 
emphasized that incorporating 
CARCAP activities in the municipal 
tourism development plan will be 
helpful in the effective management 
of Sipalay’s ecotourism capacity.  She 
stressed further that determining the 
carrying capacity of Sipalay’s tourism 
destination is a good planning tool 
that helps ensure the sustainable 
tourism development of their sites. Dr. 
Lustica also suggested that Sipalay 
LGU should intensify their role and 
push through the adoption of certain 
policies in their ecotourism sites, as 
this could be the basis in the issuance 
of ordinances. Dr. Lustica served 
as the resource person during the 
learning event assisted by Ms. Dinah 
Favila, the station head of CRERDEC 
in Region 6.  

Sipalay City, the copper and gold 
belt of Negros Island, has evolved 
into a popular destination, hence, 

LGU of Sipalay City and CRERDEC collaborate and conduct
CARCAP training to support tourism development 

deems tourism as an important 
industry.  Organizers of the event as 
well as participants extended their 
appreciation for the sincere efforts 
and attention during the fruitful 
interactive sessions.  Dr. Lustica 
looks forward to a fruitful working 
collaboration in the future.  She noted 
on some recent developments in 
Sipalay’s tourism industry and hoped 
that strategic initiatives pertaining to 
the development of a long-term vision 
for tourism and with the combined 
efforts with other government entities 
will soon be in place.  G. Salazar, 
CRERDEC

from 10 to 30% of monthly salary 
for researchers who are involved 
in hazardous undertakings, P150/
month laundry allowance, P150/
day subsistence allowance and a 
longevity pay equivalent to 5% of the 
monthly salary for every 5 years of 
continuous and meritorious service. 

MC benefits are very crucial to 
the survival of researchers in the 
implementation of R & D activities 
considering that they are exposed 
to hazardous situations such as 
treading through rivers, mountains, 
very remote and harsh sites not to 
mention peace and order problems, 
toxic chemicals for laboratory and 
field experimental studies. Estrella 
E. Patrimonio, WWRRDEC

DOST sets new... page 11
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The staff of the ERDB-Watershed 
and Water Resources Research, 

Development and Extension Center 
(WWRRDEC) rendered technical 
assistance by serving as resource 
speakers. The Training-Workshop 
on Provincial Environmental and 
Natural Resources Accounting 
(ENRA) for the Province of Benguet 
was held at the Newtown Plaza 
Hotel, Baguio City on November 
25-29, 2019.  The training-workshop 
was organized by the Provincial 
Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management (PDRRM) of the 
Province of Benguet to capacitate 
the Provincial Local Government 
Units (PLGUs), Environment Natural 
Resource Office (ENROs), MLGU 
planning officers and agriculturist, 
LDRRMOs on environment natural 

WWRRDEC staff tapped for technical assistance in the “Training-
Workshop on Provincial Environment and Natural Resources 
Accounting” for Benguet Province

resource (ENR) valuation concepts 
and methodologies. It was also aimed 
to facilitate the integration of natural 
resource valuation and payment of 
environmental services into their 
local development planning and 
management. Further, the information 
generated from the training will be 
integrated in their Local Climate 
Change Action Plans (LCCAP). 
Participants came from the different 
MENRO, MPDO, MDRRMO, BENRO, 
PDRRMO, PPDO, OPAG, and the 
DENR of the province of Benguet.  
These participants were involved in 
the preparation of their respective 
Provincial Physical Framework 
Plan (PPFP), Local Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management Plan 
(LDRRMP), and CLUP. A total of 30 
participants composed of 22 males 
and 8 females attended the training.

The WWRRDEC technical 
personnel, led by Ms. Minda 
Odsey, Mr. Winston Manongyao, 
For. Janice Otana and Ms. Glady 
Mae V. Vijandre who served as 
resource speakers of the learning 
event shared their knowledge and 
skills on environmental natural 
resource accounting concepts and 
methodologies. The training included 
fieldwork and actual demonstration 
on primary data gathering and 
workshop on the computation of the 
monetary values and opening stocks 
asset accounts of forest (timber), 
water and land and soil resources.

The training-workshop concluded 
with the presentation of an Action 
Plan that will be incorporated into the 
PLGU’s Local Climate Change Action 
Plan. Janice B. Otana, WWRRDEC

the bamboo species therein 
before any future expansion 
of the plantation is done. 
If the future expansion is 
feasible, this could sustain 
this livelihood project for 
PO members. WWRRDEC
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The bamboo shoot  products 
composed of kimchi and pickles .

The WWRRDEC staff together with the participants during the training 
organized by the Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
(PDRRM) of Baguio City


