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Balobo is an endemic forest tree species  
in the Philippines. It is one of the lesser-used 
timber species but with various potential 
uses. Based on the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of 
Threatened Species Version 2017-2, the species 
is considered Vulnerable as assessed in 1998. 
The species habitat loss through logging and 
shifting cultivation has caused considerable 
decline of the species population.

The ERDB as a research arm of the DENR 
should support the Department’s approach to 
shift from the use of exotic species to endemic/
native species in the rehabilitation, protection 
and forestation programs of our government. 
It is important to encourage the use of lesser-
used species (LUS) as a means to increase 
the value of the forest. Instead of continuously 
using the exotic species, we must recognize 
the importance of our native species and also 
protect the Philippine environment particularly 
from those exotic invasive species which can 
threaten the existence of our native species in 
its natural habitat.

The information contained herein can serve 
as a reference in promoting the use of this lesser-
used species and renew our interest in harmony 
with our native species.
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Common Name

Local Names

Scientific Name

Taxonomic 
Classification

Description

Balobo

Balobo (Laguna, Rizal, Quezon, 
Camarines Sur, Samar, Agusan 
Cotabato, Davao, Basilan); Barubu 
(Cagayan); Bagobo (Ilocos Norte); 
Apipangol-lokilloten (La Union); 
Manaring (Isabela);  Balogo (Pangasinan); 
Burusang (Bulacan); Bolato (Quezon); 
Baroto (Albay); Marbo (Catanduanes); 
Barubo (Samar, Albay, Mindoro, Leyte, 
Bukidnon); Maobo (Cebu); Balugug 
(Zamboanga, Cotabato); Barobo 
(Surigao del Sur)

Diplodiscus paniculatus Turcz.

Kingdom : Plantae

Phylum : Tracheophyta

Class : Magnoliopsida

Order : Malvales

Family : Tiliaceae

Genus : Diplodiscus

Species : Diplodiscus  
  paniculatus Turcz.

 Balobo is a medium-sized tree 
reaching a height of around 20m and a 
diameter of about 60 to 80 cm. It has 

a short bole, cylindrical sometimes angular, crooked, tapering 
with somewhat slender branches, irregular shape and quite dense 
crown, high buttress, symmetrical, and plank type. Its bark is 
rough,	dirty	brown,	flaky-scaly,	flaking	and	at	times	sloughing	into	
small	 irregular-shaped	sheets,	leaving	flat	scars	on	the	surface	of	
the bole. 

It has simple leaves which are alternate, elliptic or oblong 
elliptic, glossy above with obtuse to rounded, or slightly inequilateral 
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base; obtuse to acute apex; with 5-7 nerves on each side of the midrib, 
ascendingly curved grayish; young leaves are drooping with purplish 
tinged.	The	flowers	are	small,	fragrant	and	whitish	to	yellowish,	terminal	
or subterminal panicles clustered towards the end of the branchlets. The 
fruit is subglobose capsule around 2cm in diameter, brown, scaly with 
longitudinal ridge. 

fruits  and leaves of balobo
(https:www//barobotree.
blogspot.com/2011/11/
legendary-tree.html //
barobotree.blogspot.
com/2011/11/legendary-
tree.html)

leaves and flowers of 
balobo 
(https:www//barobotree.
blogspot.com/2011/11/
legendary-tree.html //
barobotree.blogspot.
com/2011/11/legendary-
tree.html)
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Fig. 1. Drawing of Diplodiscus paniculatus Turcz. leaves, flowers, and fruits (Photo 
by Brown W.H. Minor Products of Philippine Forest Vol. 11, 1921)
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The wood can be used for light 
construction and household utensils. It is 
used for house posts, agricultural implements, 

Propagation

Uses

general construction, pulp and paper, furniture and cabinets, mouldings, 
balusters, louvre doors and frames. it is also ideal for venetian blinds, 
bowling pins, bobbins, spindles and shuttles, toothpicks, chopsticks, 
matches, tool handles, packing boxes and crates, bowls, cups, ash trays, 
candy trays, chopping boards, pencil holders, and paper weights.

The bark can be utilized for making ropes. The seeds are edible which 
can be roasted or boiled. 

The species is also suitable for streambank stabilization.

Origin and 
Distribution

The species is endemic in the Philippines. 
It is very common and widely distributed 
in the forests of northern Luzon to southern 

Mindanao.  It is found in Cagayan, Isabela, Aurora, Palawan, Catanduanes, 
Mindoro, Masbate, Samar, Leyte and Panay and all provinces of 
Zamboanga del Norte, Zamboanga del Sur, Agusan del Norte, Agusan 
del Sur, Surigao del Norte, Davao del Norte, Davao Oriental and Lanao del 
Sur.  At times, it is the most numerous understory tree. 

Ecological Status Based on the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List 
of Threatened Species Version 2017-2, the 

species is considered Vulnerable as assessed in 1998. Its status needs 
to be updated. The species habitat loss through logging and shifting 
cultivation has caused considerable decline of the species population.

Habitat and 
Ecology

The species can be found in primary and 
secondary forests at low and medium altitudes 
often	on	flat	lands,	seldom	on	sloping	areas.

 The species can be propagated by 
seeds. For asexual propagation, cleft grafting 
and marcotting can be used.
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Plantation 
Establishment

     Before planting, the area should be 
cleared of unwanted weeds and debris. It is 
necessary that a one-meter radius is kept free 
from other vegetation. Dig a plant hole with at 
least  20 x 20  x 20 cm dimension. Then plant 

germinated seedlings 
of balobo ready for 
transplanting 

seedlings of balobo grown 
in the ERDB’s nursery

the seedlings at proper depth. Root collar should be at level with or a bit 
below the soil surface with the seedling oriented upward. Then, the hole 
should	be	filled	with	top	or	garden	soil.	Press	the	soil	around	the	base	of	
the seedling. For plantation establishment, there must be a two-meter 
distance between seedlings in a row and a three-meter distance between 
strips.

Plantation maintenance should be done every quarter for a period of 
two to three years by removing grasses and other unwanted vegetation 
and then cultivate the soil around the base of the seedlings about 50 
cm radius.  Also, put mulch around the base of the seedlings. Regular 
monitoring of seedling growth should also be done to prevent or determine 
the occurrence of pests and diseases.  It is also necessary to remove any 
infected or infested vegetation nearby to prevent plant diseases and also 
to stop them from spreading and contaminating other seedlings. 
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Balobo seeds
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Balobo leaves
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