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DENR forum pushes for scientific cooperation in the 
ASEAN Region

ERDB recognizes 30 ENR 
technology adopters on its 30th 

Anniversary

The Department of 
Environment and Natural 

Resources in cooperation 
with the National Organizing 
Council (NOC) concludes 
the week-long Forum on 
Urban Resilience to Climate 
Change and Disaster Risk 
Management Strategies. 
More than 150 participants 
coming from the countries 
of Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Brunei 
Darussalam, Philippines 
as well as Japan, India, 
and Bangladesh, convened 
together from December 4-7, 
2017 to exchange information, 
experiences and strategies 
related to urban resiliency. 

The event was 
spearheaded by the 
Ecosystems Research and 
Development Bureau (ERDB) 
of the DENR in response 
to the high vulnerability of 
the Southeast Asian cities 
to global climate change 
impacts as manifested 
by frequent recurrence of 
extreme weather events. The 
event was widely-participated 
by different stakeholders 

including the LGU of Ilocos 
who cordially hosted the 
event, the various government 
offices as well as DENR 
bureaus and offices who 
actively participated, and 
the academe and research 
institutions who were at 
the forefront in sharing 
valuable information on urban 
resilience.

In his congratulatory 
message, Ambasssador 
Marciano Paynor, Jr. 
of the NOC highlighted 
the importance of the 
event because of the 
unprecedented adverse 
effects of climate change that 
affect considerable number 
of people residing in urban 
areas. With the huge increase 
in demographic growth of 
ASEAN in the coming years, 
more than ever, it is crucial 
to enhance the capacities 
of these ASEAN countries 
to become more resilient to 
climate change, added Amb. 
Paynor. 

Meanwhile, DENR Sec. 
Roy A. Cimatu highlighted 
the need to better inform the 
public on issues surrounding 
the resiliency of urban cities to 
climate change and disaster 
risk management strategies. 
In his message, Sec. Cimatu 
expressed his high hopes 
that the wealth of scientific 
information that was shared 
during the event will be 
translated into something that 

Key personalities during the opening of  the forum on urban resilience 
to climate change and disaster risk reduction management strategies. 
From left to right: Dr. Felino Lansigan, Dr. Juan Pulhin, Dr. Henry A. 
Adornando, Amb. Elizabeth P. Buensuceso, Gov. Imee Marcos, Dr. 
Simplicia A. Pasicolan, Atty. Jonas R. Leones, Dr. Khamarrul  Azahari  
Rasak, Dr. Bharat Dahiua, and Mr. Ran Yagasa.

The  Ecosystems Research 
and Development 

Bureau (ERDB) thru the 
Technology Transfer Division 
(TTD) celebrated its 30th 
Anniversary Celebration 
with a series of activities on 
December 11-12, 2017. On 
December 11, an exhibit and 
a symposium were held at 
the DENR, Diliman, Quezon 
City while on December 12, 
ERDB recognized its 30 ENR 
technology adopters with 
the theme “Teknolohiyang 

Makakalikasan: Handog 
ng DENR-ERDB para sa 
Mamamayan”. The activity 
aimed to showcase the 
Bureau’s successfully adopted 
technologies from 1987 up to 
the present by the different 
stakeholders/adopters from 
the seven research centers 
located all over the country.

The specific objectives 
are to: (1) showcase 
generated ENR technologies 
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is understandable to the general public 
and beneficial to the communities.

To sustain the objectives of the 
forum, the ASEAN member countries 
agreed on a resolution specifying their 
commitment to sustain the objectives 

that are engendered in the forum. 
Underlining the importance to move to 
a climate resilient and greener economy 
and that no entity or institution can do 
it alone, the representatives agreed 
to promote an unwavering advocacy 
of persuading government and non-
government organizations to take part in 
technical cooperation on urban resilience. 
The participants also agreed to further 
enhance awareness and appreciation on 
strategies that promote urban resiliency 
and green economy. 

Hence, Dr. Henry A. Adornado 
said that after the forum DENR-ERDB 
is hopeful that the organizers and the 
participants will still be able to maintain 
communication and scientific cooperation 
in the ASEAN, tracking and reporting of 
actions, strengthening of linkages and 
partnerships, and lastly, subscribing 
to the principles of One ASEAN, One 
Response. 

Meanwhile, the government of Ilocos 
Norte thru the leadership of Governor 
Imee Marcos hosted a sumptuous dinner 

Sec. Roy A. Cimatu delivering his message 
for the forum on urban resilience to climate 
change and disaster risk management 
strategies.

Director Henry A.  Adornado of  DENR-
ERDB welcomes the delegates from the 
ASEAN member countries to the Forum on 
Urban Resilience to Climate Change and 
Adaptation Strategies.

ERDB’s awardees on ENR technology adoption together with ASEC Marcial C. Amaro, Jr. (former ERDB Director), ERDB Director Henry A. 
Adornado, OIC-Asst. Dir. Bighani M. Manipula and the ERDB staff  during the 30th Aniversary Celebration held at the DENR.

with cultural presentation in front of 
the majestic Paoay church on the third 
day of the event. On the last day, the 
participants had a whole-day tour of the 
famous tourist attractions in the area 
which include the Burgos and Bangui 
Windmills, Pasuquin Salt Refinery, Ilocos 
Museum, and the Kapurpurawan Rock 
Formation. Adreana S. Remo, TTD

and recognize the efforts of adopters/
stakeholders; and (2) feature the benefits 
derived from the ENR technologies by 
the adopters. The criteria for selection of 
adopters are (1) sustainability (number of 
years of using/adopting the technology) 
from 1987 to the present; (2) benefits 
derived from the adopted technology; 
(3) effects of the technology on the 
environment; and (4) multiplier effect 

or the sharing/transferring with other 
stakeholders. 

For ERDB, the five awardees are: 
Taganito HPAL Nickel Corporation 
(Clonal Propagation and Hi-Q Vam 1); 
Ms. Kay Jimenez (Bamboo Propagation 
and Bambusetum); Hon. Mayor M. 
Malones of Maasin Watershed in Iloilo 
(Bamboo Propagation and Bambusetum 
Establishment); Mr. Domingo Alfonso of 
Kawayan Farm, Pililia, Rizal (Bamboo 
Establishment and Production) and CS 

1st  Green Agro-Industrial Development 
Corporation, Inc.( Application of Hi-Q 
Vam 1 on the Bamboo Nursery and  
Plantation Establishment).

 For the ERDB’s Research Centers, 
there are 25 awardees for the different 
technologies developed by ERDB for the 
last 30 years.

The awardees were given a 
certificate of recognition, ERDB’s “Mother 
Nature” trophy and cash prize. Aurora S. 
Jose, TTD
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 Deputy House Speaker Sharon Garin and Dr. Jaime C. Montoya, Executive Director, DOST cut 
the ribbon to signal the opening of  the 13th National Biotechnology Week. Also in photo are: 
Usec. Segfredo Serrano (extreme right) and Dir. Vivencio Mamaril, DA Biotech Program Office. 
(Photo by Nelson Ortiz/PIA-NCR)

Leftmost photo: Ms. Janine F. Cortiguerra, Science Research Specialist II of  ERDB lectures 
on the micropropagation of  Bagras. Center photo: Engr. Niro M. Villaceran presents ERDB’s 
project on the planting of  trees in the mined-out area in Bagacay, Hinabangan, Samar. Rightmost 
photo: Engr. Joven R. Barcelo, Science Research Specialist I of  the Department of  Science and 
Technology (DOST) presenting their study on microbial – based technologies.

Presidential Proclamation PP 1414 
declares every last week of November 

as the National Biotechnology Week 
(NBW), This also signals the opening of 
the 13th National Biotechnology Week 
which was held on Nov. 20, 2017 at the 
Fisher Mall Expo Hall in Quezon City.

The theme for this year’s celebration 
is “Lamang ang Masa at Magsasaka 

sa Limang “K” ng Bioteknolohiya”. For 
this year, the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) is the chair while the Department of 
Science and Technology is the co-chair.

Undersecretary Segfredo Serrano 
gave the welcome remarks. He said, 
”Every technology has risks and 
biotechnology is too uncertain. But there 
is no technology in this world that has no 

risks. We have a regulatory system that 
is not perfect but we have not one single 
untoward incident on GM crops in this 
country”. Lastly, he urged the people to 
support biotechnology.

Deputy Speaker of House of 
Representatives Honorable Sharon Garin 
gave the keynote address. She said, 
“We need out of the box solutions to 
our problems in agriculture that only the 
application of biotechnology can provide. 
She added, “I believe that biotechnology 
is one of the main solutions to food 
security so we can have a stable 
environment in this country”.

The last part of the program was the 
declaration of the opening of the NBW 
2017 celebration by USEC Serrano. This 
was followed by the ceremonial launching 
of the NBW 2017 Exhibit and Trade Fair 
Bazaar.

Also, a press conference on 
biotechnology was held at the 3rd floor 
of the Fisher Mall. Among those present 
during the interview were For. Gregorio 
E. Santos, project of Leader of the 
project “Phytoremediation of Bagacay 
Mines” and Ms. Carmelita M. Mojica, 
project leader of the project “Production 
and Inoculation of Hi-Q VAM 1”.Marla V. 
Cambay, TTD

National Biotechnology Week opens at Fisher Mall, QC

Now on its 13th year, the 2017 
National Biotechnology Week (NBW) 

celebration through the Ecosystems 
Research and Development Bureau 
(ERDB) sponsored the Forum on the 
Application of Biotechnology in the 
Environment at the Fisher Mall, Expo Hall 
3 in Quezon City.

Dr. Henry A. Adornado, ERDB 
Director welcomed the participants and 
recognized the efforts of the DA for 
hosting this year’s NBW celebration. “We 
at the government are in fact confronted 
with issues on how to better inform 
the general public of the benefits of 
biotechnology and positive changes that 
may be possible through biotechnology.”, 
he said.

Mrs. Veronica O. Sinohin, Chief of 
TTD gave the overview of the forum. Ms. 
Janine F. Cortiguerra, Science Research 
Specialist II of ERDB presented the 
paper “Modified Micropropagation 
Protocol for Bagras (Eucalyptus deglupta) 
Blume). She first defined tissue culture/
micropropagation. Then, she explained 
the major stages of micropropagation. 
She further explained the importance/

advantages of using indigenous forest 
tree species. Lastly, she explained how 
they modified the previous study made by 
the previous researchers in developing 
the protocol for Bagras. 

Engr. Niro M. Villaceran of ERDB 
presented the project “Greening a 
Wasted Land: The Bagacay Experience”. 

NBW’s Forum on the Application of  
Biotechnology in the Environment held
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In celebration of the National 
Biotechnology Week for CY 2017, the 

ERDB team conducted the “Seminar 
on the Application of Biotechnology in 
the Environment” at the Kapayapaan 
National High School in Barangay 
Canlubang, Calamba City on November 
09, 2017. For this year the theme of 
the NBW is “Bioteknolohiya para sa 
Kalikasan, Kalusugan, Kagandahan, 
Kabuhayan, at Kaunlaran Lamang ang 
Masa at Magsasaka sa Limang “K” ng 
Bioteknolohiya’.

The program registration started at 
exactly 8.30 am.  The Invocation was led 
by Charlene Mae B. Folloso followed by 
the singing of the National Anthem led 
by Armon M. Landicho both Grade 11 
students. Ms. Regina M. Senido, Teacher 
l of the Science Department gave the 
opening remarks. Then, For. Paul C. 
Cuadra, Supervising Science Research 
Specialist of Forest Ecosystem Research 
Division of ERDB discussed the overview 
of the seminar.

Ms. Ruth Serena Consuelo C. 
Ramirez, Science Research Technician 
II of TTD-ERDB, the 1st speaker 
discussed the “Introduction on Basic 
Biotechnology”. Accordingly, National 
Biotechnology Week Committee is 
composed of DA, DOST, DENR thru 
ERDB, DOH, DILG, DepEd, CHED, and 
DTI. The said Committee formulates 
program for the meaningful celebration 
of the NBW yearly. Her lecture focused 
on information/education on basic 
biotechnology. She discussed the 
overview of biotechnology, the traditional 
and modern biotechnology as well as 
the enabling laws of biotechnology in the 
Philippines.

The 2nd speaker, Ms Famela J. 
Bonsol, Science Research Technician III 
of NGP-PQPM presented the “Application 
of Biotechnology in the Environment 
Hi-Q Vam 1 to Indigenous Forest Tree 

Seedlings”. She defined mycorrhiza and 
its history, why is it important to apply or 
inoculate with mycorrhiza, and when and 
how to apply mychorrhiza. Before the 
end of the presentation on mycorrhiza, 
Ms. Catherine dL. Bunye provided actual 
demonstration on how the application of 
mycorrhiza is being done.

After the lectures, an open forum 
was conducted. The questions were 
raised by the students as well as their 
Science teachers. 

After all the questions have been 
answered by the resource speakers, 
students were given time to answer the 
evaluation forms wherein the students 
rated the conduct of the seminar as “Very 
Satisfactory” because their objectives and 
expectations were met. Then, concerned 
ERDB staff awarded the Certificate 
of Recognition to the Kapayapaan 
Integrated School. In return, the Science 

Teachers of the School awarded 
Certificate of Recognition to the valuable 
efforts made by the resource speakers. 
Samples of ERDB publications were also 
provided to the Science teachers and 
students.

Mr. Edgar M. Ubalde gave the 
closing remarks. Mr. Ubalde was very 
grateful to ERDB for selecting the 
Kapayapaan Integrated School for this 
year’s NBW seminar. He reiterated that 
their school and their students are so 
blessed by this seminar because such 
learnings will be of great help and can 
be applied by the students in their future 
projects/endeavors.

Picture taking of all the participants 
with the resource speakers followed. 
Then souvenir items such as bags, fan 
with “how to’s on mycorrhizal application” 
and sample of mycorrhiza were given to 
all participants. Mayette Briz, TTD

ERDB conducts Seminar on Application of  Biotechnology in the 
Environment at Kapayapaan Integrated School in Canlubang

The ERDB staff  during the awarding of  certificate of  appreciation to the Kapayapaan Integrated 
School Science teachers.

Ms. Carmelita Mojica of  ERDB shows the difference 
between the seedlings inoculated with ERDB’s Hi-Q Vam 
1 as compared to those which were not applied with the 
biofertilizer.

As part of the National Biotechnology 
Week (NBW) celebration in 

November, the ERDB through the 
Technology Transfer Division conducted 

ERDB conducts 
capacity building 
on Hi-Q Vam 1 for 
National Biotech Week 
celebration

a capacity building on 
Hi-Q Vam 1 for high school 
students from Grades 7, 8, 
9 and 12 on Nov. 7, 2017 at 
the audiovisual room of the 
Felicisimo San Luis National 
High School in Sta. Cruz, 
Laguna.

The training started with 
ERDB’s institutional video 
presentation. Moreover, Ms. 
Veronica O. Sinohin, Chief 
of the Technology Transfer 
Division gave the overview of 
the activity. 
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In an effort to increase awareness on 
the importance of scientific publishing 

among DENR regional officials and 
personnel, Sylvatrop held the “Seminar 
on Publishing for Sylvatrop, the Technical 
Journal of Philippine Ecosystems and 
Natural Resources” in six regions across 
the country.

The series of seminars kicked-off 
in Baguio City on May 11, 2017, while 
the succeeding were held in Cebu City 
on June 08; Legazpi City on July 07; 
Davao City on August 10; Quezon City 
on October 12; and the most recently 
concluded in Butuan City on November 
16. Each seminar was attended by 80 to 
100 officials and personnel from DENR 
offices in the regions such as CENROs, 
PENROs, regional offices, RPAOs, and 
ERDB research centers among others. 
Higher officials from the regional offices 
were also invited to grace the occasions.

During the half day events, ERDB 
Assistant Director and Sylvatrop Editorial 
Board (SEB) Chair Dr. Bighani M. 
Manipula, gave a brief background and 
history of the Journal. He also discussed 
the process of submitting, reviewing, 
editing, and publishing for Sylvatrop as 
well as the monetary incentive that the 
Journal provides for its contributors and 
reviewers.

Subsequently, Sylvatrop’s Managing 
Editor Ms. Adreana Santos-Remo 
discussed about the importance of 
transforming and publishing research 
findings into journal articles. During her 
lecture, Ms. Remo talked about the step-
by-step process of writing for Sylvatrop 
and shared the dos and don’ts when 
writing a journal article. She also provided 
an array of topics that could be explored 
and written by the researchers in the 
regions.

As a part of the program, selected 
Sylvatrop contributors were invited to 
speak about their experiences on writing 
for the Journal. Mini-exhibits were also 
set-up in the venues where participants 
can get brochures and old Sylvatrop 
issues.

The said seminars were made 
possible through the initiative of the 
SEB, headed by Dr. Manipula, and with 
the collaboration of the DENR regional 
offices. With the conduct of such 
activities, Sylvaytop expects to increase 
its readership and subscription among 
the regions and hopes to encourage 
more researchers to submit their articles 
for publication. Melanie N. Ojeda, TTD

Sylvatrop concludes six seminars in six regions

Dr. Bighani M. Manipula, ERDB Assistant Director and SEB Chair, talks about the background 
and history of  Sylvatrop during the Seminar on Publishing for Sylvatrop in Butuan City on 
November 16, 2017 (left); Sylvatrop’s Managing Editor, Ms. Adreana S. Remo, talks about 
transforming research outputs into journal articles during the seminar in Quezon City on October 
12, 2017 (right).

Speakers and participants during the seminars in (L-R) Baguio City, Cebu 
City, Legazpi City, Davao City, Quezon City, and Butuan City.
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In an effort to promote and inform the 
elderlies and the employees the rights 

and privileges under the law of ERDB’s 
Senior Citizens as public servants, the 
ERDB spearheaded the Seminar on 
the Senior Citizen’s Laws on December 
7, 2017 at the ERDB Auditorium. The 
three laws are as follows: Republic Act 
Nos. 6713 ( An Act Establishing a Code 
of Conduct and Ethical Standards for 
Public Officials and Employees), 7432 
(An Act to Maximize the Contribution of 
Senior Citizens to Nation Building, Grant 
Benefits and Special Privileges) and 9994 
(An Act Granting Additional Benefits and 
Privileges  to Senior Citizens). A total of 
161 employees composed of 68 males 
and 93 females attended this activity. 

Ms. Veronica O. Sinohin, focal 
person of the ERDB’s senior citizens 
gave the welcome remarks.  She also 
gave a short background on the senior 
citizens law and other laws as public 
employees in the government. 

Dr. Aurora S. Jose introduced the 
guest speaker, Atty. Mereyll Kyla P. 
Irader, a newly hired Legal Officer of 
DENR-ERDB.  The 29-year-old lawyer 
was admitted to the Philippine Bar in 
May 2017. She obtained her Bachelor 

ERDB conducts Seminar on Senior Citizens’ Laws

of Laws degree from the Arellano 
University School of Law, Class of 2016 
and a Bachelor of Arts in Communication 
major in Speech Communication, Class 
of 2009.  She was born and raised in 
Palawan.  

Atty. Irader discussed 
comprehensively the three laws to enable 
the ERDB employees to fully grasp and 
understand the important topic.  Aurora 
S. Jose, TTD

Ms. Ruth Serena C. Ramirez, 
Science Research Technician II of ERDB 
gave an introduction and overview on 
Basic Biotechnology. She also made 
a comparison between traditional and 
modern biotechnology. Likewise, she 
enumerated the Philippine enabling laws 
in biotechnology.

Ms. Carmelita Mojica, Senior 
Science Research Specialist of ERDB 
presented the Hi-Q Vam 1, ERDB’s 
first patented biofertilizer which was 
developed by Dr. Evangeline Castillo, a 
multi-awarded, retired scientist of ERDB. 
She differentiated endomycorrhiza from 

ERDB conducts capacity...from page 4 NBW’s forum...from page 3ectomycorrhiza. Ms. Mojica likewise 
mentioned the benefits of Hi-Q Vam 1. 

In addition, Ms. Pamela Bonsol 
of ERDB demonstrated the proper 
application of Hi-Q Vam 1. She also 
mentioned the advantages of using the 
biofertilizer.

After the lectures, Ms. Donnabel 
Elpedes of ERDB who served as emcee 
during the program gave away prizes to 
the students who answered the questions 
correctly. Souvenir items such as NBW’s 
drawstring bags, Hi-Q Vam 1 fans and 
sample Hi-Q Vam 1 fertilizer in small 
plastic bags were also distributed to the 
participants. Marla V. Cambay, ERDB

Ms. Pamela Bonsol of  ERDB demonstrates the proper application of  the Hi-Q Vam 1.

He described the site of the experimental 
area in Bagacay. He further explained 
the methodology of the project including 
the species  planted in the area  such as 
Acacia mangium, Acacia auriculiformis, 
agoho and narra. He also mentioned the 
different soil amelioration procedures and 
the treatments used in the site.

The last presentor was Engr. Joven 
R. Barcelo, Science Research Specialist 
I of the Department of Science and 
Technology (DOST). He presented the 
topic “Microbial-based Technologies 
for the Rehabilitation of Heavy Metal-
Contaminated Waste Water from Mining 
Site”.

During the open forum, questions 
were raised on the disposal of heavy 
metals that will be collected by the plants 
and the safety of the plants for human 
consumption which were duly answered 
by the speakers.

Lastly, Ms. Nery A. Alba, Head of 
the Urban, Toxic and Hazardous Wastes 
Research Center (UTHRC) delivered the 
closing remarks.  Marla V. Cambay, TTD

Atty. Irader discusses the code of  conduct and ethical standards for public officials and Expanded 
Senior Citizens Act of  2010 with ERDB employees.
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BCWERC spearheads Visayas SPA/IPT Year-end Assessment

BCWERC conducts validation of  vulnerability assessment of  Rajah 
Sikatuna Protected Landscape (RSPL) 

Left photo: BCWERC Head, Dr. Alicia L. Lustica (center - 1st row) with the participants during 
the presentation of  the results of  the vulnerability assessment and carrying capacity of  the RSPL 
in Bilar, Bohol

Left photos: Dr. Alicia L. Lustica welcomes participants and talks about seed collection and seed 
sources during the ‘BCWERC Year-End Assessment of  SPA/IPT for CY 2017.

A Focus Group Discussion (FGD) to 
validate the results of the project, 

Interphasing of Vulnerability Assessment 
and Carrying Capacity Determination of 
Rajah Sikatuna Protected Landscape 
(RSPL) was recently conducted by the 
Biodiversity, Coastal, Wetlands and 
Ecotourism Research Center (BCWERC) 
last November 13, 2017 at Magsaysay 
Park, Bilar, Bohol. 

Participants comprised of 22 
technical staff and representatives from 
BCWERC; the Provincial Environment 
and Natural Resource Office (PENRO) 
and Community Environment and Natural 
Resource Office (CENRO) in Tagbilaran 
City, Bohol; the RSPL-Assistant Protected 
Area Superintendent (APASu) Office; 
Municipal Tourism Office; the Barangay 
Local Government Unit (LGU); the Bilar 
Water and Sanitation Multi-purpose 
Cooperative; and Riverside Farmer’s 
Association, in Bilar Bohol. 

Along with the presentation 
of validated results, the FGD also 
sought to gather important information 
from stakeholders in addition to the 
existing data gathered by the research 
proponents.  Stakeholders involved were 
those living within and adjacent to the 
ecotourism areas in RSPL. 

For. Allan P. Hilot, APASu of RSPL 
formally welcomed participants during the 
event and extended his full support to the 
vision of BCWERC.   In the same way, Dr. 
Alicia L. Lustica, BCWERC Center Head 
also encouraged everyone to cultivate an 
open mind and acknowledge suggestions 
or recommendations in order to gather 
and digest more information relevant to 

the project.  Likewise, she suggested to 
FGD participants that as stakeholders, 
it would be helpful if they secure other 
significant information as baseline data 
for vulnerability assessment (VA) and 
carrying capacity (CarCap), especially 
on calamities. According to Dr. Lustica, 
related information could be utilized as 
basis for future research implementation 
on VA and CarCap.

Research results were presented 
by the project proponents, Mr. Reynaldo 
L. Lanuza and Ms. Chona M. Tura, 
Supervising Science Research Specialist 
and Senior Science Research Specialist 
of BCWERC, respectively. Actual 
FGD followed after the presentation of 
research results where comments from 
different stakeholders were noted and 

recorded.  Stakeholders appreciated 
the efforts of BCWERC for coming up 
with a concrete data for the protected 
landscape.

Recommendations generated 
during the FGD were also presented to 
the RSPL-Protected Area Management 
Board (PAMB).  PAMB requested 
BCWERC for a copy of the terminal 
report which will serve as a reference 
material for interested stakeholders.

For. Marcial B. Ugay of PENRO 
Bohol extended his warm appreciation 
to participants whose presence and 
cooperation contributed to the success 
and smooth flow of the activity. MFGPolo/
CMTura/ADFortich, BCWERC

The Biodiversity, Coastal, Wetlands 
and Ecotourism Research Center 

(BCWERC) recently conducted the ‘Year-
End Assessment of Seed Production 
Area/Individual Plus Tree (SPA/IPT) 
Accomplishments for CY 2017’ at the 
Alpa City Suites, Mandaue City last 
November 8-10, 2017. The participants 
comprised of SPA Focal Persons and 
Provincial Environment and Natural 
Resources Officers (PENROs) from the 
16 provinces in the Visayas region. 

The said event was organized 
primarily to assess the status of 
accomplishments of the different 

next page
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PENROs in the implementation of the 
SPA/IPT CY 2017 activities.   It also 
aimed to evaluate the fund utilization 
and finalize documents and other 
project management records of the seed 
sources. 

Dr. Alicia L. Lustica, BCWERC 
Head supported the event and officially 
welcomed the participants of the training.  
According to her, there are a total of 79 
seed sources in the country, as reported 
by the Ecosystems Research and 
Development Bureau (ERDB). ‘These 
seed sources will considerably contribute 

to the success of the National Greening 
Program (NGP EO 21) until 2028,’ said 
Dr. Lustica. She added that ERDB has 
a challenging role to play in terms of 
progress monitoring of seed production 
as well as extending technical assistance 
to capacitate stakeholders.

Dr. Lustica emphasized ERDB’s 
distinct plans prior to the turn-over of 
the SPA/IPT such as the roles and 
responsibilities of the involving parties, 
the ERDB, DENR regional offices, 
and the PENROs.  She noted further 
about the road map and guide of seed 
collection target per region. ‘Since 
project implementation started as early 
as CY 2013, it is expected that data of 

project should already be complete, 
comprehensive, packaged, and available 
before the final turn over to the DENR 
regional offices,’ said Dr. Lustica. 

Meanwhile, For. Jose F. Layese, Jr., 
BCWERC SPA Coordinator presented 
the rationale and the overview of the 
seed sources in the Visayas regions. 
Participants presented their respective 
accomplishments and next steps plan 
for the SPA/IPT in their area. SPA/IPT 
sites are located in the provinces of 
Iloilo, Antique, Negros Occidental, Capiz, 
Aklan, Guimaras, Cebu, Siquijor, Negros 
Oriental, Bohol, Leyte, So. Leyte, Biliran, 
Samar, Eastern and Northern Samar.  
MFGPolo and JFLayeseJr, BCWERC

Participantsrand speakers during the year-end assessment.

ERDB’s technology adoptors share their success stories during the symposium held on Dec. 11, 2017 at the Environmental Management Bureau 
(EMB) in Quezon City. 

BCWERC spearheads ...from page 5

In line with the ERDB’s 30th Anniversary 
Celebration, the Symposium on ENR 

Technology Adoption was conducted 
at the Monitoring Training Center, Air 
Quality Conference Room, Environmental 
Management Bureau (EMB), Visayas 
Avenue, Quezon City on December 
11, 2017.  This activity was attended 
by the DENR staff bureaus, ERDB and 
Research Centers’ employees and guests 
of stakeholders/adopters from different 
regions.

Director Henry A. Adornado gave 
the welcome remarks during the opening 
program. For. Celso P. Diaz., former  ERDB 

Director delivered the keynote address.
 There were three adopters 

who presented their ERDB’s ENR 
technologies. These were: (1) CELYO 
Rizal Inc. of Tuguerarao City, Cagayan 
on Seedling Production Using Clonal 
Technology; (2) Mr. Antonio O. Dominao 
from Impasugong, Bukidnon for the 
Production of Bamboo Planting Material 
Using Branch Cuttings, and (3)  Balaring 
Mangrove Planters Association (BAMPA) 
on Talaba Culture in the Midst of 
Mangrove Forestation.

In the afternoon session, two 
papers were presented.  These were: 

ERDB’s technology adoptors share success stories on its 30th anniversary

(1) ERDB R & D Accomplishment from 
1987 – 2017 by Ms. Veronica O. Sihohin, 
Chief of Technology Transfer Division; 
and (2) the ERDB-Research Centers 
R & D Accomplishments (1987-2017) 
by Dr. Carlos C. Arida, Jr, Research 
Center Director of Water and Watershed 
Resources Research Center, Baguio City. 

This symposium was successfully 
undertaken where the stakeholders 
shared their success stories in adopting  
ERDB’s technologies that were 
generated for the last 30 years. Aurora S. 
Jose, TTD


